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EX
P
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ATION


on 20 minutes of field work
❚ Seeing the Spirit Well for the first time 

and being told by the Lahu that we were 
the first foreigners ever to go there.

❚ Staggering out of Nam Lang Cave at 3 
am to an instant nourishing meal and 
hot drinks prepared by the Thai camp 
assistants

❚ The infamous Miami Hotel on Sukhumvit 
13 in Bangkok. Readers might be inter-
ested to know that this historic relic of the 
Vietnam War R&R days is still operating 
unchanged, although the ghastly air-
conditioners were replaced in the 1990s. 
I have even heard that the transvestite at 
reception is still there.

Finally …
I eventually tired of the Project—just 

grew out of it. By the turn of the century 
the forest, the hill-tribe villages, the caves, 
the coffin sites, the atmosphere and the 
excitement remained but were now shared 
with and enjoyed by many more people, 
and in that sense diminished. 

Mass tourism arrived and others took 
over the exploration and I felt a bit out of 
place. The obsession had faded and the 
Great Adventure was not quite the same. 
But I wouldn’t have missed it for quids. It 
was a high point in my life and, I know, of 
others who went, and therefore were bitten 
or smitten. One of the reasons for giving 
this talk is to emphasise that the world 

still has plenty of karst areas where similar 
results could be obtained by motivated spe-
leologists without the strictures of China. 

Exploration does not have to be of the 
gung-ho hard-man variety evidenced in 
Abkhazia, Mexico and Patagonia. In our 
region I investigated Myanmar and the 
Philippines in the wake of the early Thai-
land expeditions. 

In 1988 four of us published a report 
on what remains the world’s only real 
speleological expedition to Myanmar, but 
the country is still largely undocumented 
despite widespread limestone occurrence. 
Indonesia and the Philippines still have 
massive potential, notwithstanding logisti-
cal and political problems. 

Laos is now relatively easy to visit, with 

Cave Tourism Workshop

some truly huge caves and massive poten-
tial despite several major expeditions. 

There are local sensitivities to take into 
account, but several Pacific islands beckon: 
only a little and nothing definitive has been 
published on Niue and the extensive caves 
in the Cook Islands, where there have not 
been any strongly focused expeditions. The 
more daring might turn to the Solomons or 
rethink New Guinea. 

For something really exotic further 
afield, very little attention has been given 
to Central Asia since the end of the So-
viet Union, despite greatly improved access. 
There is some impressive looking limestone 
in the Pamir Mountains of Tadjikistan.

In Thailand, though, there is still huge 
potential.
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