


Coming Events

This list covers events of special interest to cavers and others seriously interested in caves and karst. A similar list in the ACKMA Journal will give
more attention to meetings of specialist scientific interest. Both lists will be just that: if you are interested in any listed events, contact Elery
Hamilton-Smith on || . 'f vou plan to visit North America or Europe, we can probably provide details of the many local-
regional meetings which take place there.

2004:

April 14-16 Australasian Bat Conference, Toowoomba, Qld.

May 12-17 Xl International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology, Azores www.sveurop.org/gb/documents/meetings.
May 1 NSW Speleo Council Meeting, Wee Jasper, Megan Pryke 02-9524-0317.

May 23-28 Cave Presenters Workshop, Mole Creek.

May 29-30 ACKMA Annual General Meeting, Mole Creek.

June 21-14 Genesis and formation of hydrothermal caves, Budapest, Hungary.

Sept 13-18 TRANS-KARST: First International meeting of the Vietnamese-Belgian Karst Project, Hanoi.

October 16 NSW Speleo Council Meeting, Sydney, Megan Pryke 02-9524-0317.

October Dwight and Mary Deal hope to run the Karstlands Tour of South-West China, which was scheduled for 2003

but wiped out by the SARS epidemic. (Will Bird flu now wipe this out?)
October 10-16" Limestone Coast 2004: International Conference at Naracoorte and Mt Gambier; will include the final
meeting of ICGP 448 and a workshop on RAMSAR Subterranean Wetlands.

November 6-7 SSS 50th Anniversary! To be held at Wombeyan caves. Launch of new Wombeyan Caves book, anniversary dinner with
speeches and guest speaker. Details: http://www.sss.org.au/

November Canberra Speleological Society 50* Anniversary — see note within, details Rosie Nicholson 02-6231-6665

And Looking Ahead

2005

Jan 2-8 25"hASF Conference, Dover, Tasmania (see separate note in this issue)
Details: Ric Tunney, [ o' scc Aus Caver 160

January 26" ASF Conference, South Australia, celebrating 50 years of the Australian Speleological Federation. Start planning now.

April 10-17 ACKMA Conference, Westport, New Zealand.

Aug 21-28 14* International Congress of Speleology, Athens, Greece.

2007

ACKMA Conference, Buchan. This will be part of the celebration to mark the centenary of the discovery of Fairy Cave.
26th ASF Conference, South Australia, celebrating 50 years of the Australian Speleological Federation. Start planning now.
For further informaation on events go to

January
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$189.95 Trog suits NZ made suits: 1000denier durable Cordura, double stitched where needed most!
Better value than cotton overalls!!!

$99.95 Speleo Caving sit harness, with maillon attachment, harness suited to SRT.

$84.95 Triad Caving sit harness with fixed attachment point (optional fixed cowstails).

$119.95 Phantom Climbing Harness — internally padded, top of the line harness for descents and climbing.

$42.95 Footloops Suited to SRT in combination with the Chest Harness & Speleo Caving Harness.

$19.95 Chest Harness | Suited to SRT in combination with the Chest Harness & Speleo Caving Harness.

$89.95 Liquid Ice Compression bandage & Ice combined. 2 reusable bandages + coolant!
Provides immediate first aid in the field.

Racks and Figure Eights, Karabiners,Maillon Rapldes etc.

2 | www.caves.org.au




AUSTRALIAN CAVER
Australian Caver is the Journal of the Australian
Speleological Federation and is pubtished quarterly.
This work is © Copyright 2003, Australian
Speleological Federation Incorporated, although
copyright in articles, photographs and illustrations
remains with the authors. Aside from any fair dealings
for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or
review as permitted under the Australian Copyright Act
1974, no part may be reproduced without the written
cansent of the author and/or publisher and the inclusion
and acknowledgement of the source.

The views expressed in Australian Caver are not
niecessarily those of the Editor or Publisher of the
Australian Speleological Federation or its Executive,
Commissions or Committees.

Editor: Geoff Crassley

Guest Editor: Andy Spate

An active caver and member of Canberra SS for more
than 40 years, Andy is a Fellow (Honorary Life Member)
and former Vice-President of ASF, a Life Member of
ACKMA, and author of numerous cave science articles.
Recentty retired from a lengthy spell as Austratia’s first
National Parks karst expert (with NSW NPWS), he now
runs Optimal Karst Management, a consultancy based in
Hall, ACT. Our thanks to Andy for his assistance!

Production Manager: Joe Sydney
Emait:

ASF Executive
President: John Dunkley
Senior Vice President: Jay Anderson

Vice President: Chris Bradley
Vice President: Joe Sydney
Vice President: Nick White
Treasurer: Grace Matts

Executive Secretary: Vacant
General Secretary:  Winfried Weiss
Membership: Jodie Rutledge

ADVERTISING RATES

Commercial Advertising:

Sixth page $35
Quarter page $50
Third page $70
Half page $100
Two-thirds page $140
Full page $200
Half page inside back cover $150
Full page inside back cover $250
Half page inside front cover $200
Full page inside front cover $250
Full page back cover $400
Half page fly sheet reverse *
Insert (printing required) *

Insert (inserts supplied)

A discount of 10% appli

advertisments for up

Caving community events:
Half page $35
Full page $70
Insert (inserts supplied)
Classified advertising:
1/24th of a page S5
(for ASF members only)

* Contact Joe Sydney for rates.

Australian Caver
No.160 August 2003
ABN 15 169 919 964

PO Box 388
Broadway, NSW 2007
www.caves.org.au

ISSN 0817-8240
Registered Publication NBQ0O005116

CONTEN

2 Coming Events

4  Annual Report
John Dunkley

6 National Conservation
Report

8 Joe Jennings 1916-1984
Andy Spate

15 CaveMania Conference
Forms

27 Burnabbie Cave, WA

Paul Hosie

30 Abkhazia
Al Warild

34 Book Review

Delving Deeper
COVER: JNJ at the Cooleman Plains
meteorological station measuring

relative humidity and temperature.
Photo Andy Spate.

Layout and design: Jacqui Fry

ASF Executive Changes

The ASF sadly sees Kath Rowsell resigning the
position of General Secretary to take up new
work challenges in Ghana. We wish her well in
her new prospects!

General Secretary: Winfried Weiss. A warm
welcome is extended to Winfried, the latest
addition to the ASF Executive (Mittagong Council
2004). He’s a qualified lawyer, and is with
the Queensland Police Force in Marybrough. A
member of Chillagoe Caving Club with interests
in exploration and ducumentation, particularly
new and little known areas.





































Conference Registration Form

25" Biennial Conference of the
Australian Speleological Federation

2 January to 9 January 2005

P O Box 198 North Hobart
Tasmania 7002

Downunder at Bover
ABN 15169 919 964 ‘
Enquiries:

One application per applicant!

Name: (Mr/MES/MS/Dr) oot e eeenecnsnanas Club or Affiliation: ..........ccoieiiiininnn
1o [e L= S P OO
Postal Address: (If different t0 the @bOVE) cu.uveruiiiiiiiii i e et e ettt eeeaee e i ranaaesrnnnens
Phone Number: (B) vvovviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeennes (W) e (faX) vereieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieenes
2 1

Please Y] where required

1. Arrival Date:

| Sunday Afternoon 2nd January: O Monday Morning 3%: QO

Other: (DlEaSE SPECITY) cuterrierrtiittiriene e et ettt ettt ettt eaeetattetaetneaneasansntsaesasaenssnesnsnsenarasenanns

2. Registration details: (* Includes one set of proceedings!)

First timers: (1* time at a ASF conference! Pls be honest!) | @ $50
Early payment by 30 September* | @ $38

ASF member: (Al other categories) @5100
Early payment by 30 September* | @ $75

* Please provide my copy of proceedings on: Paper: O CD: O

3. Extra Copies of Proceedings:

Paper @ $25 including postage within Australia

CD @ $15 including postage within Australia

Add $8 for overseas postage

A AN WY

4, Presentions:
| wish to present a: Paper (Name of paper): «..ovevivinienieneeiinnenees Poster presentation: ........oovvvvviievinnennns

5. Accommodation: (shared room) at Far South Wilderness Inc all meals except CaveManiacs Dinner

Full stay ® $340

Daily rate @ $55 | Dates:

6. Accommodation Preferences:
(All accommodation at Far South Wilderness is in six person bunkrooms.)

Same Gender Bunkroom Mixed Bunkroom Mixed Bunkroom
with Partner and/or Friends. {With 2 Other Couptes your own age group.)
Don’t care: Q (Please specify people/club you wish ta share with. ) Youngish: O
Male: O Female: 4 Middle aged: (]
Other: a

Accommodation will be allocated on a first come first serve basis. The earlier you register the better your
chance of being accommodated according to your wishes. No guarantees on what you get! Accommodation is
also available in the area but is limited and is likely to be much more expensive.

Conference time is ‘peak’ holiday season, book early!
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7. Meals: (For those people not staying at Far South Wilderness Inc.)

Meal Dates required Sub Total §
Lunches @510 each S
Dinners @520 each

8. Dietary Considerations and Allergies to Food:
Vegetarian meal required: a Vegan meal required: U
Other special meal requirements including food allergies: ..........ccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

9. CaveManiacs Dinner

Dover RSL Friday 7th January 2005 @ $30 per head
Please see dietary consideration & allergies above!
10. Merchandise:
Item Size & Number Required Sub Total $
T-Shirts XS: S: M:
@ $22 each L: XL: S
Long sleeved T-Shirt XS: S: M:
@ $25 each L: XL: S
Bucket Hats @ $15 each S
Stubby Holder@ $8 each S

11. Fieldtrips: conference/post conference

Conference trip - Mystery Creek (5th January) @ $25
Conference trip - King George V (5th January) @ $15
Conference trip - Gordon Dam Abseil (15th January) @ $25

Z ||

12. Medical conditions:

13. Payment:
You may pay either a deposit or full payment.
Early payment for either will result in a generous discount on registration only. See item 2.

I am making a deposit payment and will pay balance before 1 December 2004 ] See item 2. |
I am making a full payment now. (Full payment due before 1st December 04.) ]
Method of payment: Send payment and

papers to:

CaveMania 2005
PO Box 198

Postal order: 0 I

Our thanks to the following sponsors!

e Gty T

To book your special CaveMania fare,
ring 1800 684 880 & quote
CaveMania Profile Number : 3572751,

Ardvark Anvers Cascade The Hastings Walch
Adventures Confectionery Beverage Co Experience Optics

Cheque: a

Bank Cheque: ()

Register now to avoid disappointment.
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4" Speleo Art Exhibition
Entry Form

25" Biennial Conference of the
Australian Speleological Federation

¢
ea\,e Manla 2 January to 9 January 2005

Downunder at Bover _
ABN 15 169 919 964

Application to enter

Application to enter the CaveMania Art Exhibition is now open. Members are invited to submit as many
entries as they wish. For detailed rules, please refer to CaveMania website. To enter, please include a
few lines about yourself, your art work and cave details. There is no limit on number of entries.

One entry per form please. Entry is free! Good luck!

Name: (MrIMrsIMSIDI) ....oveeviinneiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiii i iaa Club or Affiliation: .......................
AdAress: ..o Heestetesstttatet s st r e ettt b b e 8 5 64 80 b et s R e R e N Yo h s e ae bt aa s Esarsersasraas

Title of the work: ..........
Medium Used (Please tick):

Mailed artwork: Maximum submitted non-framed artwork size mailed - 65cm x 100cm.

(Larger & framed permitted if you bring it! Please advise in advance!)

Painting: 0 Drawings: (1  Literature: 10 Poetry: Q Sculpture: 0 Ceramics: O

Glass work: 1 Craft work: (1 Interpretive dance: U Performance art: 0

OLNEI: sttt rsasessssssssssessssetsasmsesessststsessssssessasarasossssssussesssssassensares 4 0 4 a4 088 bassseosstossssansatonsosssssssassnsnns
Photographic: SLR: Digital O (Please tick)

Details of camera settings: .........cccevvererucrerrenn eereeesesaestestetene e eotera et N a e e s e et e tetn R b eeeettesottan

About the Artist: Please submit a few lines about yourself and your interprtation of submitted art!

........................................

Sale price: S

ASF contribution S
add 10% of sale price:

Dover Gallery Commission S
add 25% of sale price:

Total:

Entry details and enquiries contact: All work to be delivered to:
June MaclLucas CaveMania

el

All care will be taken in handling your work but no responsibility will be interred into if damaged. Artwork will be returned to owner at
the earliest possible convience, or collected at conference! Conditions do not include return postage!

Entries close 30" November 2004.
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4"" Speleo Art Exhibition
(W)

25" Biennial Conference of the
Australian Speleological Federation

anla 2 January to 9 January 2005
Downunder at Bover —

ABN 15 169 919 964

Bringing together speleo artists from around the world.
This is your chance to take part in the 4" Speleo Art Exhibition

An exhibition of cave art will be held at the

Dover Gallery Tasmania, Australia, during the
25" Biennial Conference of the Australian Speleological Federation.

Be creative, include whatever the caves suggest to you.

Submit: % Painting, * Drawings, * Literature, * Poetry, x Sculpture,
* Ceramics, * Glass work, * Craft work, * Interpretive dance, * Performance art, or
whatever you feel is appropriate.

The Sky’s the limit but, if you are mailing art work, then it is to be no larger than 65cm
x 100cm, no frames (unless you are delivering the work yourself). All appropriate work must
be mounted and titled. Entry is free!

Each artist to present a few paragraphs about themselves and their work and something
about the cave item they have portrayed. For all artwork sold, ASF will charge 10%
commission plus Dover Gallery charge 25% at the conference. Please include these costs in
your pricing. Prices are in Australian dollars!)

To submit your entry in the Art Exhibition, use the entry form and please contact:

Entry details and All work to be delivered to:
enquiries contact:
June MacLucas CaveMania

All care will be taken in handling your work but,
no responsibility will be interred into if damaged.

Artwork will be returned to owner at the earliest possible convience,
or collected at conference! Conditions do not include return postage!

Entries close 30" November 2004.
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JNJ in Czechoslovakia

ASF welcomes
and old friend
— MSS!

At the February 2004
Mittagong Council
meeting, Metropolitan
Speleological Society
(MSS) after a short
abscence, was granted
full club membership
back into ASF. Welcome
back MSS!

http:

JNJ obtaining
palaeomagnetic
samples, Punchbow!
Cave, Wee Jasper.
Photo John Brush.
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. Photo Jeanette Dunkley.

Creek. Between Blundell’s Homestead and the Mullion
Creek Valley the track was quite good. But trouble
came in the grassy paddocks of the Mullion Creek
Valley and finally we got really stuck in a boggy
stretch. Time passed but eventually the Landrover
stood clear of the worst; then help came in the
shape of two very slow-spoken stockmen mustering
sheep and with four to pull, the remaining bog was
quickly crossed. We were warned off the Wee Jasper
track but pig-headed we pressed on. At Pringles, an
aborigine also spoke unfavourably of the next stretch.
Two further boggings justified his attitude but with
care, we got through this wet part and came down to
Mountain Creek. There was more water in the creek
than we thought but it was easily crossed at the right
ford, though not where we first came down to it and
were faced by something of a precipice on the other
bank. Not long after crossing the creek we hit quite
a tolerable road and thereafter the journey to Wee
Jasper and the Rip was uneventful. But we did not
arrive till about 1pm! So much for the ‘short cut’.
Though an interesting route giving very wide views at
certain points, it is certainly no short cut even in dry
weather.

[description of the caving business of the day
deleted]

After tea, the Doutches and Edie (Smith) departed.
But in a few minutes, Edie returned on foot to report

almost total submersion of the car engine in the Wee
Jasper Creek ford. The Landrover soon pulled the car
out and while Fred (Doutch) dried the engine out, a
fire brightened things up a bit. Dodging the road ford,
we all crossed the creek at the ford on the Micalong
Creek track but Fred’s engine conked on the sharp rise
on the Wee Jasper side. Joe managed to bust the tow
rope by some bad driving. However a second attempt
succeeded and the only major stop after this was an
oil change at Wee Jasper. It wasn’t far from midnight
before everyone reached home.

[Joe and | tackled an even shorter, short cut to Wee
Jasper a number of years later — it took even longer...]

From Greg Middleton (SSS)

[This letter was kindly supplied by Greg

Middleton. It has been edited slightly

by Greg and myself to save some space

and to take into account handwritten

annotations and the like. It demonstrates Joe's

readiness to assist others and to avoid conflict. It also

throws some light on his views on terminology...]

Dear Greg,

I hasten to reply to your enquiry about Yarrangobilly
because we were trying to go about things in a way
which we thought best designed to get cooperation
rather than otherwise. This is the position. A group
of people in Canberra, in particular Bob Nichols and
Mike Owen in the B.M.R. and Andy Spate in CSIRO, felt
the time was ripe to make a more powerful and more
varied attack on Yarrangobilly as a karst area (not
simply or even mainly as a caves area) than had been
done before with more cooperation between people
approaching the same area from different points of
view also than has commonly been achieved. As Andy
Spate knew I had long intended doing solution studies
along the lines of the Cooleman Plain work on one part
(not the whole of Yarrangobilly, i.e. one catchment
feeding a major spring/outflow cave), | was brought
into the group and hope after a little while (next
summer) to get my side going.

Perhaps my major say in the discussions has been
the stressing of the importance of not cutting across
the work of other people already active in the area
and this was agreed. Indeed even before | made this
plea, Andy had already written to the Secretary of
the NSW Coordination Committee to ask for a meeting
at which to discuss the plans we had when they were
formulated. We then scratched our heads to think out
who from Sydney was active in the area and came up
with the following:

[list of people removed]

My talk with Julia and Neil was aimed at making
sure this was the real tally. | don’t mean to say there
aren’t other people with interests there, of course
there-are; these were people who had been doing
something fairly definitely and fairly recently also.

Bearing this in mind a plan has been put
together after a preliminary meeting with the Park
Superintendent. This will be discussed, | presume,
at the proposed meeting of the NSW Coordination
Committee. Care has been taken in discussion with the
Park Superintendent:

(1) to stress that much of the work proposed was
surface work e.g. mine is almost entirely and so is a
high proportion of the remainder.

(2) to separate the working group from formal
association with the two Canberra speleological
societies so as to avoid this work cutting across the




usual system for club access to the caves area.

If we are right in our assessment of the Sydney
situation as regards serious scientific interest and
expertise, our plans certainly avoid overlap and
competition with one possible exception, namely the
water tracing. So much water tracing needs to be
done however (the same connections need doing at
different water stages here because of the possibility
that underground divides are overflowed at flood
stage) that | don’t see why all the tracing that people
want to do cannot be accommodated. Different parts
can be different peoples’ responsibilities. | will, of
course, need to get the catchment | study defined
well from the water tracing point of view. But | think
1 shall have to decide on my outflow point first and
then delimit its catchment after or get someone else
to do it for me or in combination with me. Authorship
of publication would of course depend as it should
always do on who has done the work and may of
course call for joint authorship, a course to which |
am far from reluctant.

| think I have said enough to indicate that there is
willingness, even keenness here to go about this work
at Yarrangobilly in ways which will encourage others
to join in and will not interfere with normal club
activity. I think it is almost inevitable that a lot of
the impetus for this sort of thing at Yagby will come
from Canberra because of both our proximity which
makes it feasible for us to think of more time there
and more regular visitation where this is required
and of the training and responsibilities of some of
the Canberra speleologists, e.g. Mike Owen was the
leader of the BMR mapping team which is finishing
remapping the geology of the 1/100,000 Tantangara
and Brindabella sheets and Bob Nichols is one of
the palaeontologists supporting that mapping. The
boundary of their work just fell short of Yarrangobilly
by a mile or two otherwise some of the proposed
programme would have been done as part of the BMR
programme.

Anyway there will be opportunity to discuss the
plan at the NSW Coordination Committee meeting
at which it will come up. It will be unlikely | shall be
at it unfortunately, bearing in mind my movement
in the next few months, though | shall be in Sydney
on one occasion before | go to Czechoslovakia (the
doctors have agreed to let me go).

Don’t hesitate to write to me again on this matter
therefore.

Turning to Terminology...

[paragraph removed]

...But in general let me say this. | was persuaded
into more surveying terms but nobody has suggested |
include photographic terms as yet. And the surveying
terms gave lots of headaches. | am inclined to let the
overall situation rest. | should say the present list
is very different from the version you have and has
more surveying terms. In fact as regards extension of
scope it is much bigger because people have asked. |
have done some throwing out but not as much. I think
you would find that many of your points have already
been satisfied. But not all and, | suspect, the main
sources of difference between us you have already
spotted. | still maintain that this is a select list of
terms recommended for use and does not intend to
reflect unexpurgated actual usage. Secondly | don’t
believe recommending elaborate and foreign words
when there are perfectly good Anglo-Saxon words for
the subject already in use. Thirdly | believe there

is very good reason to help people forget about
certain words which are just plainly confusing in
modern usage in a serious way. What it boils down
to, | suppose, is that | am not prepared to put my
name alongside a list | don’t like. So maybe the
thing is to let me have my way this time but let me
gracefully resign from the preparation of the next
version and have a real committee do it. By this |
don’t mean | haven’t consulted, | have, quite widely,
but with individuals with one exception. NUSS did
get together and send me quite useful comments
but | think you realise how difficult it would be to
get a consensus first within each club and secondly
between clubs if it were done that way. However
having said all this, | will do my best to be quite
open-minded when | look at your list very soon.

Just glancing down it, | guess that the percentage
of your list which has already been the subject of
revision or omission is very high indeed.

One last point just look at some parts of Marjorie
Sweeting’s book and mine on some subjects and |
think you will [understand] why | am against foreign
terms. Parts of her book one wonders whether it
is in German or English! That isn’t to say it isn’t an

extremely valuable book — her field experience and -

her knowledge of the literature take some matching
and it shows.

Lastly back to your question about a better
topo map of Yagby. The answer is no. Forested as
it is it would be a very difficult matter to improve
on that map’s contours bad though they are. The
hydrology can be represented better as | have
shown (Cartography 1967). This will be done |
trust. However the people more concerned than |
(because my participation will be modest | trust) are
well aware of the difficulty in this respect and are
already doing some theodolite lines. Not with the
idea of contouring but fixing the heights of crucial
points. | think even Ted Anderson would blanch at
the idea of trying to contour Yagby decently unless
we reach the stage of getting beneath the trees
effectively photogrammetrically.

If you don’t like springs, why not risings or
outflows according to whether the springs come
up or run out. Perfectly good Anglo-Saxon words.
Gordon Warwick is a friend of mine but | could well
put something in his tea over the day he brought in
influent and effluent and influx and efflux — totally
unnecessary.

All the best,

[Signed] Joe — 22 June 1973

JNJ instructing NPWS
staff, Yarrangobilly
Caves House; Helen
?, JNJ, Bob Denholm.
Photo Andy Spate.

We are currently
seeking suitable articles
for Volume 39. Have
you explored and
documented a new (or
known) area? Have you
found out about some
aspect of the discovery
of a cave or cave area?
Why don’t you write an
article for Helictite?
Without 2 more
articles we cannot
proceed with the
publication of the next
issue. These must be
suitable for reviewing
by a referee but if you
need help editing it
to this stage please
contact either Susan
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Memories of Joe by Evalt Crabb.
How very sad to lose a good friend.

From my very first involvement with ASF — early 1964
— | met Joe and enjoyed his company and support.
With him | raised the lack of communication between
the amateur weekend cavers (who discovered most things) and the
stand-off academics. He agreed that cave explorers had a most
significant role, as academics often lacked hands-on data. In this he
was exceptional, mixing freely with fellow cavers.

Around Easter 1968 he joined us (HCG) at Cooleman Plain, shoe-
horned into an undersize wet suit and joined in diving in River
Cave. Then to the newly discovered Glop Pot, but missed out on the
subsequent discovery of Easter Cave. On that trip, he brought along
and introduced a young fellow named Andy (Spate).

Avyear or two later, HCG had an advanced design Radio Direction
Finder which was used by CSS to trace the course of Dogleg Cave at
Wee Jasper. Joe, as a staunch member of CSS, was overwhelmed by
the result and was most profuse in his appreciation of, at that time,
the hi-tech opportunities offered.

In later years, early to mid 1970s, Bungonia was a major focus
due to threats from the extraction industry. Exploration, surveying,
recording became intense and this was possibly the highest yielding
period of all time in that area. Joe was in the thick of it, involved in
and absorbing all of the action. We rambled, we observed, we talked.
| presented ideas on cave evolution. He listened, he agreed and drily
commented *“you’ll be expected to prove it, you know!” Such was his
encouragement of the amateur.

| miss, but will always remember, his infectious roaring laughter
reflecting his great sense of humour and friendliness. We miss his kind.
Evalt Crabb
President of Highland Caving Group

Near Landrover, L to R, Bob Russell, Robbie Schaeffer, un-named
diver from South Pacific Divers, and Joe Jennings. Foreground
check shirt, Bryan Race, with bare chested Bob Smith sitting on
right then standing un-named SPD. Two at rear LH end are
unknown. RH top, Andy Spate, then David Gant-Thompson and

Alan Moule. Photo: Evalt Crabb.

The last word...
Nick White trumps Joe (VSA)

[Before reading Nick’s contribution re-read the last
paragraph above. One of Joe's great attributes was to
recognize when he was bested —but often after strenuous rearguard
argument. See also Warren Peck and Julia James’ offerings. ]

The Eleventh ASF Conference was held in Canberra in December
1976. It was in many ways one the most successful held. The
Proceedings contain a mixture of excellent papers that continue to
be quoted in the literature. The morning the Conference opened
is memorable to me for many reasons, not the least of which was
that | was scheduled to present. Judith Wright McKinney gave a very
pertinent and stirring opening speech that set the scene for many of
the important cave conservation papers later in the conference.

This was one of the few conferences in my time in ASF at which
Joe Jennings attended. It was on his home ground and he gave the
opening paper “Caves around Canberra”. The karst in proximity
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to Canberra had provided him with numerous examples of karst
processes, which he investigated with numerous cavers from CSS and
the Sydney clubs. Joe gave a paper that pointed to the importance
of processes at or close to the watertable. He proposed the term
nothephreas for caves formed in such a situation. This term has

not come into common usage and epiphreatic seems to be the

term in common usage now. Joe was punctilious about using terms
precisely. The written text of his paper does not include some of

his digressions which exampled the misuse of various words. He
abhorred the use of ‘efflux’ instead of ‘spring’ or ‘rising’ because to
have an efflux one needed effluent!

This presented me with a dilemma because my paper was about
effluent that came out of an efflux! It was with some trepidation
that | rose to speak after Joe’s address. What to do? Change my
paper or confront it head on. | chose the latter and my introductory
remarks were to the effect that the Moons Cave Efflux was correctly
named because it had effluent coming out of the entrance. Joe took
this in good spirit and the audience with considerable mirth! The
sequel to the Moons Cave story was that some $80,000 was spent on
a new sewage treatment plant after it was found that the Manager
of the Buchan Reserve had been paying a plumbing contractor to
clean the baffles in the septic system that were nonexistent!

| was able to show Joe on a visit to Buchan subsequently the input
point for the effluent and the Efflux. This trip was also memorable
for a trip to Slocombs Cave with Joe and his new Olympus OM-2
camera and the tangles of flash cords as he tried to photograph the
end chamber.

Many others will have more involved memories of Joe on trips
but | only had a couple of weekend trips with him. There was a
Nullarbor trip Susan White was on in which there was overnight rain.
The testosterone levels and Joe’s impatience lead to a morning of
bogged four wheel drives within sight of camp but by lunchtime the
Peugeot 504 was able to drive straight out of camp!

Having allowed Nick to have the penultimate word, | will, in
closing my remarks and the observations of those who contributed to
this issue of Australian Caver, slightly paraphrase a paragraph from
the Preface to John Tyndal’s delightful Hours of Exercise in the Alps
(Longmans, Green, and Co., London and Bombay, 1871, p viii).

To the name of a friend who taught me in my boyhood how to
handle a theodolite and lay a chain, and who afterwards turned his
knowledge to account on the caves of the world. Of the firmness
of a friendship, uninterrupted for an hour, and only strengthened
by the weathering of 50 years of companionship, both physically
and in spirit, he would need no assurance. Still, for the pleasure
it gives myself, | connect this volume with the name of
JOSEPH NEWELL JENNINGS.

Andy Spate n

JN JENNINGS AWARD SCHOLARSHIP

To commemorate Joe’s enormous contribution to the study of
Geomorphology, the Australian and New Zealand Geomorphology
Group (ANZGG) inaugurated the N Jennings Award, a $500 prize
presented annually to an outstanding Australian Honours student in the
wider geomophological field. Joe’s interests spanned the whole range of
geomorphology topics so the award is not restricted to karst studies alone,
although a number of these have been recipients.

The ANZGG runs biennial conferences in either country and Award
presentations are made on these occasions. A significant number of ANZGG
members who are now senior academics in both countries were students of
Joe’s and are as keen as those of us in the Speleological world to remember
this remarkable and well-loved man and his profound effect upon our
later lives. The IN Jennings Award is their way to do this. After many
years the original funding pool for this Award ran down and recently the
membership of the ANZGG at their Annual General meeting in February
2004 accepted the offer of 10 years’ future endowment of this award by Ian
Lewis, a Life Member of CEGSA and South Australian karst worker who has
contributed elsewhere in the Joe Jennings tribute article in this issue of
Australian Caver.

The ANZGG can be contacted through its President, Dr David Dunkerley
(not to be confused with ASF President John Dunkley!), School of
Geography and Environmental Science, Monash University, Melbourne
Vic 3800, tel (03) 9905 2914 (direct) or 99052929 (Dept) and email




Burnabbie Cave, Roe Plains (Nullarbor),

Western Australia

by Paul Hosie (WASG, [ D

Do you believe in Destiny ? Can’t say | was ever a

big fan, but sometimes there is such an unlikely
confluence of events as to make you think twice.

This was the situation when | came to meet ‘The
Crazy Czechs’ — David and Petra Funda of the Cave
Exploration Group of South Australia (CEGSA) and how
the three of us explored and mapped two kilometres
of underwater passages in the magnificent Burnabbie
Cave on the Roe Plains between Christmas Day 2003
and New Years Day 2004.

Burnabbie Cave was discovered by max Hall of
CEGSA during some aerial surveying he did in early
2003. It was first visited and dived by Rod O’Brien of
Sydney University Speleological Society (SUSS) in July
2003 and it was he that discovered the low flat (LF)
phreatic window passage that opened into the first
of the Big Rooms in the "‘Main’ Tunnel. Rod’s sketch
is reproduced below and shows a very conservative
“passage approx 2m x 2m”. It is from this point that
another 2km of tunnels has so far been explored !!

Rod O’Brien (SUSS) in Burnabbie Cave.

Rod'’s Sketch after
the first dive.

David & Petra in Tombstones Cave.

The Crazy Czechs in Burnabbie Cave.

| heard of the Crazy Czechs after receiving emails
from them wanting to know the location of Olwolgin
Cave. | then heard positive reports about their diving
activities in Mullamultang Cave and Nurina Cave
through my caving club — the Western Australian
Speleological Group (WASG). They were in Perth for
a conference and holiday, so we all met and they
showed us the exciting new discoveries they had
recently made in Mount Gambier — very impressive
11! We organised for them to dive Tombstones Cave
with Karl Hall and Craig Challen before Christmas
and | was able to join them for that. We all enjoyed
it thoroughly and even managed to push a lead to
establish another 50m of passage connecting back

to the cave’s entrance. | soon realised that David &
Petra were very competent cave divers and more
importantly, that they were speleologists as well. |
saw an opportunity for us to do some bushwalking on
the Roe Plains over Christmas and invited them for a
dive in Burnabbie Cave to see how far it really went.
When they accepted, the plan came together and we
met on the Nullarbor on Christmas Eve.

All gear has to be walked to the cave from the
camp through thick bush, then across open plains.
You pass caves and sinkhole features on the way,
it is a beautiful area to walk around — even more
so when you get to dive a cave at the end of it !!
Christmas day we set off with our 7ltr & 5ltr cylinders
and a few reels with an optimistic 400m of guideline
knotted at 3m intervals for surveying purposes. |
did the first dive and as | followed Rod’s line down
under the entrance lake | realised that the entrance
chamber was bigger underwater
than above — it would need
surveying itself.

Through the phreatic window
and up into the first Big Room |
realised how excited Rod must
have been at this point, but
at the same time his felt his
disappointment at not having full
tanks or much line with which







spiders, even a large pure white centipede was seen. Tree roots
festoon the ceiling and drape into the water in chambers several
hundred metres from the entrance which have likely been isolated
from the outside world for aeons. The air is noxious, so we leave our
face masks on and breathe from our regulators to avoid the high CO2
atmosphere. Specimens were collected for the WA Museum, one of
which included a pure white, troglobitic cockroach.

Our final dives involved completing some surveying and
investigating several small leads. While | was negotiating a nasty
set of restrictions attempting to circle back around the entrance
doline, Dave & Petra laid 100m of line into the Blue Reel Tunnel. This
tunnel was very exciting as it is such a fantastically unlikely passage,
heading between tunnels above and below it, then narrowly avoiding
the two Big Rooms at the start of the cave to head off to the NW.
Dave & | explored the B&W Raft Room which is where | got out of
the water and explored 20-30m of dry passage heading to the WSW.

An ASF dry caving and cave diving expedition to the area is
planned for early this year and is hoped to complete exploration
and surveying of this magnificent cave, as well as to conduct a
more detailed fauna study. Details of the cave’s location will not be
released until the line has been properly set with jumps and arrows
and a management plan has been agreed with the landowners. It is
vital that we put in place measures to protect the fragile areas of
this cave so future generations can experience them in a pristine
state just as we have. Any
ASF cave divers wishing
to participate and assist
in this effort are invited
to contact us through the
trimixdivers website.

Petra.feels' into fhe Big Black
Room.

Petra traverses one of the -
Big Rooms.

David prepares to
explore a side tunnel

Author explores
dry passages.

HELP SAVE AUSTRALIAN CAVES
& KARST

The ASF Environmental Fund is completely funded by
donations from cavers, caving clubs and public. Your
donation or bequest to AEF will assist our

work of informing Australians, and conserving

Australian caves and karst. To make a
contribution or receive an information pack,
contact The Secretary or visit
www.caves.org.au. Registered

as an environmental body by

‘Environment Australia’.

Call For Papers, Posters and
Presentations

Invitation Become a Cavex£ Mania
Presenter at CaveMania! -

Topics: Biospeleology, Cave Diving, Cave Management,
Documentation, Computing, Conservation, Exploration,
Geomorphology, Hydrology, Photography, Safety, Surveying and
Techniques. Any cave related topic is suitable. Choose your
speciality and take this opportunity inform a willing audience.

Papers: Wil be allotted half hour time slots, including
question time and grouped in sessions according to topic.
Abstracts will be made available to conference participants and
all papers will published in a proceedings.

Posters: will be displayed at the conference venue and
presenters will be allotted a ten minute time slot to talk to their
poster.

Deadline: Notification of your intention to present a paper
or poster at CaveMania must be received and Abstracts must be
submitted before September 30th 2004. Papers must be ready
for publication at the time of registration January 2nd 2005. No
late papers will be presented or published.

Albert Goede will be editing the proceedings. Format Papers
to be submitted electronically.
Address Enquiries, Notices of Intentions and Abstracts to:

Arthur Carke [

Website information for 25th ASF Conference

STC websie: [

General information about the Far South Wildemess site, where
the 25th ASF Conference is being held: January 2nd-9th 2005,
plus links to other areas and attractions that Tasmania has to
offer: http://www.discovertasmania.com.au/home/index.cfm?sit
eid=166&display=product8&productid=2010779

Website for Far South Wilderness: site of 25th ASF Conference
http://www.farsouthwildemess.com.au/

For general information about the site, see: http://www.farsout
hwilderness.com.au/about_us.htm

For simplified how-to-get-there directions: http://www.farsouth
wilderness.com.au/location.htm

For more detailed info about the site and area/ regional
attractions: http://www.farsouthwildemess.com.au/
backpack.htm
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beside on the main rope to fend off and call stop/go instructions,
the shaft was easy.

Mozambique wasn’t. The guys with the bang hadn’t been able
to ream out the zig-zag start. We had to remove the stretcher
stiffening poles, haul him up head-first, then swing him in feet-first.
Just as were about to, Buldo said “head up into here, then feet in
here, we’ll have to tip him sideways for the first bit. He’s going to
scream a lot so we want to get it over as fast as possible...”

Scream he did, and it seemed to take hours. The stretcher was
for helicopter rescue and not for sliding along sharp rocks. The
meander was low — we couldn’t lift, but we couldn’t slide either.

In the end we just took turns at laying or crouching in a hole in the
bottom of the meander and passing the stretcher over the top of us.
In 10 hours, we’d got him all of 200 m but the top of Mozambique

is no place to hang around. A waterfall spatters everything and

the draft makes it really uncomfortable. Some of us had done our
bit and headed out. Past the bivvie at the beginning of the Kyrm
(Crimea) meander. Past the blasting party in the meanders just
below the entrance (Wait for the drilling to stop, a yell, a bang, hold
your breath as you prussik through the smoke cloud and yell a lot

so they know you’re coming.) . Past the 'professional’ rescuers with
their new gear and video cameras and out into the night.

Later that day most of us were on our way down the mountain.
The soviets had never done a real rescue before and asked Buldo
and Sergio to stay and supervise the rest — they’d get them through
Russia somehow.

Next day it was the man we didn’t know and his car across the
border and the day after a flight out of Russia.

Just before | left town, Denis showed up. They’d got Sasha to
the surface around 3 am, nearly 60 hours after the lift began. The
only sticking point was when the professionals wanted to take over
to do the final lift to the surface for the cameras. | believe Sergio
knows how to say “Follate maricon!” in Russian as well. It took
another 14 hrs to carry him down the hill and then the truck ride
down the mountain. By that evening Sasha was in Sochi hospital with
a fractured pelvis and compressed vertebra and would be in plaster
for 9-10 months.

...and that world record? It seems that the guys who claimed
Mirolda to be 1732 m had forgotten that it only has a 1628 m dye-
tested depth potential. Much (cave) mud in French faces and Voronia
still is it with 1713 m —~ for now. [ |

US cavers push the 2000m
barrier!

http://magma.nationalgeographic.
com/ngm/0402/online_extra.html

In February Bill Stone will be deep
below Mexico’s Sierra de Juarez on an
expedition that could make the Cheve
Cave the world’s deepest.

Bill Stone’s got one thing on his
mind these days — going where no one has gone before. And
he hopes to make that happen when he travels to the depths
of Mexico’s Sierra de Juérez region in February with about 35
international teammates. For two months they will dive, rappel,
hike, and dodge razor-sharp karst in hopes of breaking into
Cheve Cave’s main system, which is believed to have tunnels
deeper than 6,500 feet (2,000 meters).

If the expedition succeeds, Stone and his team will have
established
Cheve as the world’s deepest known cave, bypassing Krubera
Cave, in the Republic of Georgia. It currently holds the record
at 5,610 feet (1,710 meters). Watch out Al!

Miki Meek (Exerpts from media release).

Restructuring of Jenolan
Caves Reserve Trust

Following extensive discussion at the tast
Council Meeting, ASF President John Dunkley,
NSW Speleological Council President Megan
Pryke and ASF Conservation Convenor for NSW
Keir Vaughan-Taylor met the Trust Administrator Alan Griffin
and General Manager Andrew Fletcher in Sydney on March 16.
Our chief concerns are retention of critical decision-making
by a statutory body of some kind that includes community

and expert representation, holistic management of Jenolan
(not managed separately as commercial and non-commercial
precincts), and provision for better management of karst
throughout NSW than NPWS has been capable of delivering.

The main news is that Abercrombie, Borenore and very
probably Wombeyan will almost certainly be transferred to
National Parks & Wildlife Service. The proposal is to then split
Jenolan into a non-commercial precinct to be managed by
NPWS, and a commercial precinct to be worked out later, a
proposal that is objectionable on environmental grounds. There
is some progress: A Karst Management Policy Unit (outside the
normal structure of NPWS) is proposed that would be extended
to most caves and karst on public lands in NSW, but its real
operational authority is unclear and there is no provision for
oversight by a Trust or other statutory, representative body as
was the case previously.

Although a preliminary report will be delivered on March 31,
the Administrator will continue for most of 2004 to investigate
issues of concern to us, so members wishing to be involved
in our response, even if only by e-mail, should contact Keir

Vaughan-Taylor at || & ask to be put on the e-
mailing list. Source: ASF.

KARSTFLASHKARSTFLASHKARST

Mt Etna quarry closure after 40 year battle! Cavers and
environmentalists will be pleased to hear that the gate to Mt
Etna quarry in North Queensland has finally closed to mining
operations. This is a major victory for cavers after Australia’s
longest running environmental battle of over 40 years!! Efforts
are now underway to rehabilitate and restore the quarry site to
a more natural state.

Rehabilitation of the quarry site is expected to take up to 10
years. Peter Benill, active campaigner during the Mt Etna battle
and other CQSS members were at the closure to see the last
trucks leaving the quany compound. More on this in AC162!
Source: ASF.
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Phone & Mail Orders
available
or call into the shop
& training facility

TOTAIL HEIGHT SAFETY

Formerly Caving Equipment => Rescue Equipment & Now THS
Shop Address: Unit 10 / 87 Reserve Road, Artarmon, NSW, 2064

Postat fAiddress: PO Box 230, Milsons Point, NSW, 1565

The THS difference is simple:

o Experenced & knowledgable sales staff
o World leading brands and products

| o Extensive equipment display showroom
o Wide range of brands and products

Petzl head Lamp Special

10% discount
with ASF
Member
Card*

World leaders in equipment for vertical and horizontal caving

(1371,E26P) (1371,€27P) (371,€28P)
myo myo3 myos
NORMALLY NORMALLY NORMALLY
$70.22 $96.80 $140.80
SPECIAL SPECIAL SPECIAL
PRICE* PRICE* PRICE*
$55.86 $77.00 $112.00

* ASF member discounts do not apply to already discounted products or the special as advertised above. Special offer is valid till 31 June 2004 or while stocks last.

Blue Water, Beal, Bonwick, CMI, Gibbs, HB, Kong, Maillon Rapide, Omega, Petzl, Spelean, SRT, Wild Stuff

Phone
(02) 9966 9070
Fax
(02) 9966 9071

Website: wwuw.ths.com.au
Email: sales@ths.com.au

Services include:

» Rope access and rigging specialists
¢ Internal and external training center
e ficcess, rigging and rescue systems
» fiscending & descending rig design

=

AUSTRALIAN CAVER BACK ISSUES
SPECIAL OFFER!

Missing issues in your collection? Why not fill the gaps with this
‘special’ offer.

Be quick to ensure you don't miss out on this opportunity
to gain your piece of Australian Speleological History. Available
back issues commence from No.52. Prices for issues start from $1.
Some ‘rare” issues may cost a bit more.

Issues for $1 each: 83 to 96
Issues for $2 each: 52, 53, 54, 58, 59,

60, 62, 63, 65, 66, 67, 68, 72, 73, 75,
76, 77,78, 79, 80, 81, 82

Rare issues for $10 each: 56, 64, 69
Sorry, sold out! 55, 57, 61, 70, 71, 74

Send your order to:
ASF Back issue offer
ASF

P.0. Box 388
Broadway, NSW, 2007

Postage

Under 10 magazines add $2
10 to 20 Magazines add $5
21 or more add $10.

WANTED

Electronics expert to
build ‘Hey phone’.

The NSW Cave Rescue Squad is interested in building
a UK designed ‘Hey Phone’ — a low frequency radio
communications device capable of sending messages
through rock. The unit is not available as a pre-built unit
however we have access to circuit boards, parts list,
instructions to build\use etc. CRS is interested in building
either one or two units in the interest of caving safety.

What we are seeking is someone with an electronics
background capable of building this unit for a fee under
contract. If any caver is interested, or knows of someone
who may be, can you\they please contact me direct. Please
note that this is a very sophisticated piece of hardware and
maybe beyond the scope of an electronics dabbler.

I'look forward to hearing from prospective & budding
electronics experts.

Joe Sydney (President)
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MYO Headlamps

the new generation - compact and light weight

MYO 3

A headlamp with two light sources: Xenon

halogen bulb + 3 LEDs.

The MYO 3 is suitable for users who need the

advantages of both a bright, long-range beam

and efficient LED proximity lighting. The LEDs

provide brilliant white light for over 100,000

hours of continuous burn time.

« Maximum range 100m (Xenon halogen bulb),
15m (3 LED)

+» Burn time: 4h Xenon halogen bulb, 180h LED

+ Supplied with a spare 6V Xenon halogen bulb

+» The lamp has a locking switch, a tilt feature
and a focusable beam.

‘§ « Separate reflector units house the LED array
" and the Xenon halogen bulb ensuring maxi-

mum output in both lighting modes with no

shadow spots.

» Operates with 4AA alkaline batteries
(included)

« H20K: Water-resistant for snow, rain, and
brief submersions in water

« Weight 137g (without batteries)

Myobelt 5

Headlamp with two light sources: Xencn halogen bulb
+ 5 LEDs with belt mounted battery case.
Lighter on the head as the battery packs can be worn on the belt or under clothing, increasing the life of the batteries in cold
conditions. Ideal lights for users who need to vary the level of light and keep the weight on their head to a minimum. The
Myobeit 5 has electronically regulated brightness settings and a reserve power feature and a long burn time.

» Maximum range 100m (Xenon halogen bulb), 15m ( LEDs).

* Burn time: Xenon halogen bulb 4h, LEDs up to 360h.

« Supplied with a spare 6V Xenon halogen bulb.

« Lamp has a locking switch, a tilt feature and a focusable beam.

» Separate reflector units for LED array and Xenon halogen bulb.

« Alkaline batteries included 4xC.

» H20K: Water-resistant for snow, rain, and brief submersions in water.

» Weight without batteries - 173g.

Petzl products are exclusively distributed by:
Spelean Pty Ltd, P.O. Box 645, ARTARMON, NSW 1570
Ph: 02 9966 9800, Fax: 02 9966 9811

Spelean (NZ) Ltd, P.O. Box 219, OAMARU

Tel: 03 434 9535, Fax: 03 434 9887
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