


Coming Events

In particular, this list will cover events of special interest to cavers and others seriously interested in caves and karst. A similar list in the
ACKMA Journal will give more attention to meetings of specialist scientific interest. Both of these lists will be just that: if you are interested
in any listed events, contact Elery Hamilton-Smith on: || NN

If you plan to visit North America or Europe, we can provide details of the many local-regional meetings there.
2003

Nov 29 Tasmanian Speleological Liaison Council meeting, Deloraine (see notice inside).

2004:

Jan 24-25 ASF Council Meeting, Mittagong, NSW (see notice inside under News Items).

Feb 14-21 Brasilian National Speleological Congress, Tandil.

May 1 NSW Speleological Council Meeting, Wee Jasper. Megan Pryke 02-9524-0317.

April 14-16 Australasian Bat Conference, Toowoomba, Qld.

May 12-17 XI International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology, Azores.

May 25-30 Karstology — XXI Century: Theoretical and Practical Significance, Perm, Russia.

May 23-28 Cave Presenters Workshop, Mole Creek.

May 29-30 ACKMA Annual General Meeting, Mole Creek.

Sept 13-18 TRANS-KARST: First International meeting, Vietnamese-Belgian Karst Project, Hanoi.

October ? Dwight and Mary Deal hope to run the Karstlands Tour of South-West China, which was scheduled for 2003 but wiped out
by the SARS epidemic.

October 10-16% Limestone Coast 2004: International Conference at Naracoorte and Mt Gambier; (will include the final meeting of ICGP
448 and a workshop on RAMSAR Subterranean Wetlands. See notice inside under News Items, page 4).

October 16 NSW Speleological Council Meeting, Sydney. Details later.
And Looking Ahead
2005
Jan2-8 25%ASF Conference, Dover, Tasmania (see page 19 and separate flyer in this issue) Preliminary details: Arthur Clarke
03-6228-2099.
Apr. 10-17 ACKMA Conference, Westport, New Zealand.
Aug 21-28 14t International Congress of Speleology, Athens, Greece. Owing to late delivery of AC159, some
2007 advertised prices may be affected. Please
January 26 ASF Conference, South Australia, celebrating 50 years check for current prices with the advertise.

of the Australian Speleological Federation. Start planning now.
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News ltems

ASF Council Meeting January 2004

The annual Council Meeting will be held in the

VRA Hall, Bessemer St, Mittagong (between Bowral
Road and railway line), commencing at 12 noon

on Saturday 24 January, 2004 and continuing if
necessary on the Sunday morning. A barbecue will be
organised on the Saturday evening. Full details with
member clubs in December, or see web-site.

"Limestone Coast 2004”
Closing workshop of IGCP 448 and First
International Workshop on RAMSAR Subterranean
Wetlands.

(@) el
and assisting with @
organisation of @ G% v
this important
which will emphasise relationships between earth
sciences and bio-sciences, between scientific
understandings and human activities, and the

The Convention on Conservation and
Sustainability of Wetlands was agreed in 1971 at a
meeting in the Iranian town of Ramsar, and has since
It has worked to further the conservation and
effective management of wetlands, recently
recognising the significance in this context of caves

The event is set for 10-16 October, 2004 and
further details will be advised as planning progresses.
For further information at this stage, contact ASF
net.au), Sue White [N, o
conference convenor (& ASF Life Member) Elery
Hamiltton-Smith [
Speleological Liaison Council
Recent developments in the Tasmanian caving
scene have lead to the formation of a Tasmanian
for discussions between members of Tasmania’s
four caving clubs, namely; Southern Tasmanian
Caverneers, Northern Caverneers, Mole Creek Caving
are similar bodies in other states, the fact that only
two of these clubs are affiliated with the Australian
Speleological Federation has meant that we have
auspices of the ASF. In fact we have no constitution
at all.

Meetings are informal affairs held three times per
far we have been meeting for a counter tea and then
we start the Business Meeting. Minutes are kept and
these are circulated, with the Minutes Secretary for
meeting. The next meeting will be held Saturday
29th November with dinner starting at 6pm. Clubs
are restricted to two delegates each which offers a

http://caves.saveproddies.net/index.php

ASF is co-sponsoring

international conference, centered on Naracoorte,
implications for rehabilitation of karstlands.

become generally known as the RAMSAR Convention.
and karstlands as ecological niches.

Vice-President Nick White [ NN
Introducing the Tasmanian

Speleological Liaison Council. This is a forum

Club and Savage River Caving Club. Whilst there
decided not to constitute ourselves under the

year at a central venue in the Deloraine Hotel. So
the Meeting becoming the Convenor for the following
meeting of manageable size. So far we haven’t really

www.caves.org.au

had to vote on any motions as such, our actions being
determined more by consensus decision making. The
greatest formality is that we do have a letterhead,
a mailing address at the Northern Caverneers post
office box and Dave Butler acts as the Executive
Officer, clearing and redirecting correspondence.
Main Agenda Items include the upcoming
CaveMania conference scheduled for January 2005
and the organisation of fieldtrips. Management issues
at Mole Creek are a perennial issue. At present the
Mole Creek Karst National Park Management Plan is
scheduled to appear in November. There has been a
recent Legislative Council Enquiry into Conservation
Issues on Private Land which involves many of the
Mole Creek caves. There have been access disputes
with a number of land owners in the area and we
hope that the united front offered by the TSLC will
precipitate a satisfactory resolution. Recently Kubla
Khan made it to the headlines and the issue of its
management reverberated around the Ozcavers email
forum. Realistically the matter of Kubla Khan, access
and management, is part of a much broader issue.
We hope that by having enlightened discussion
in our forum we can be seen as a credible and
representative voice for caving in Tasmania and
thereby make a positive contribution to government
and other agencies, to our clubs and ASF regarding all
aspects of caving, long into the future.
Stephen Bunton
President, Southern Tasmanian Caverneers
' Current Convenor TSLC
Ph: (03) 6210 2200

Centenary Medal for Bob Kershaw

Congratulations to the Chairman of ASF’s Risk
Management/Cave Safety Commission, Bob Kershaw,
who was recently awarded one of the Australian
Government’s much-delayed Federation Centenary
Medals, the citation reading: “For service to

the community through the New South Wales

State Emergency Service”. Amember of lllawarra
Speleological Society and Operations Manager for the
Bullita Cave project in the Northern Territory, Bob
was appointed our Risk Management expert because
of experience gained in the SES.

International Society of Subterranean
Biology — membership invitation

The International Society of Subterranean Biology,
formerly called the Societe Internationale de
Biospeologie (SIBIOS), has recently been re-organized
and is now fully “international” (meaning no longer
largely French or European). All of us are working to
make this a truly international society. We now have
memberships from Brazil, Australia, Japan, India,
USA, Korea, etc. We have also started a new journal
titled "Subterranean Biology,” which hopefully will
begin publication late this year.

We need to get more Australasians (Australia, New
Zealand, Oceania, etc.) involved in this organization.
At the moment only about two of us from Australia
belong and have been active recently (Arthur Clarke
and myself). | am on the Council and on the editorial
committee of the revamped journal, now called




“Subterranean Biology”. Once the journal gets moving, it will be a
good place for publication of papers dealing with all aspects of cave
biology, including anything “subterranean”. We want to develop this
into a respected journal that represents all aspects of subterranean
biology.

Anyone aiming to become a regular member of the Société
Internationale de Biospéologie / International Society for
Subterranean Biology has to simply send a request for candidature
either to the President or to the General-Secretary, or to any
member of the Council of the Society (Bill Humphreys in Australia).

The new candidate is invited to send his request either via an
application form published in the newsletter or via simple mail or
e-mail. The new candidate is invited to send his complete address,
telephone, e-mail, and the topics related to subterranean biology
in which he is involved via snail mail or e-mail. The new candidate
must be supported by two proposers (sponsors, godfathers),
members of SIBIOS (Arthur Clarke and Bill Humphreys in Australia).
The candidature is registered by the General-Secretary and
forwarded to the members of the Council. The candidate is accepted
after evaluation by the Council during a meeting of the council or by
e-mail. The new member is thereafter invited to send a subscription
to the Treasurer.

For further information contact me at
I Vore details can be found on the Society website: http
//www.fi.cnr.it/sibios/main.htm.

Bill Humphreys, WA Museum

Progress on the Gregory Caves Project, Northern
Territory

The 13t CSS Expedition to Gregory National Park, Northern Territory,
in July located and mapped over 5km of new passage, bringing the
surveyed length of Bullita Cave to half a tape’s length short of 93km.
Much of this year’s exploration was in an area earlier dismissed as
being unlikely to yield significant passage, and some of it was of less
than walking size, to the annoyance of some. There are well over
8,000 survey stations and, because of the network maze nature of
the cave, more than 1,200 loops in this complex survey.

Water had destroyed an automatic camera 3m above the floor,
set in 2002 in a remote part of the cave to capture photographs
of floods; at least we now know how deep the floodwaters can be
during the wet season! A fortuitous convergence on several days of
geologists, geomorphologists and hydrogeologists exchanged views
and advanced understanding of the origin of the caves and tufa
deposits.

The total surveyed length of all caves in the district, including
some completed by TESS, and earlier by some visiting British cavers,
has now passed 150km.

Other karst and cave features in this remote part of Australia are
gradually coming to light. From a chartered light plane, some of the
group GPSed another ‘skydiver’ hole (collapse doline) north-west of
Wave Hill, adding to several known from the Newcastle Range,
south of Timber Creek. Subsequent research pinpointed reports
of karst collapses in the Montejinni Limestone near Top Springs,
and 3 more sinkholes close to the Buchanan Highway which will be
investigated in 2004. These remote, semi-arid karsts clearly have
potential for exploration.

John Dunkley

Australian Speleological Abstracts

Abstracts of all significant speleological material published in
Australia and the whole world are available from the Swiss
Speleological Society. A CD covering the years 1988-1999 costs
120SwFr, while the Abstracts for 2000 (a total of 5,263 abstracts)
come as either a hard copy (25SwFr + 21Fr post) or a CD (25Fr + 2fr

post). The 2001 volume is expected to be ready by March 2004. Go
to www.isska/ch/bbs for full details, prices & order form. Highly
recommended for all with a serious interest in caves and karst
anywhere in the world.

Marsupial giants emerge from prehistoric caves

Carmelo Amalfi

Source: Sydney Morning Herald 26.5.03 p7
http://www.smh.com.au?articles/2003/05/25/
1053801277479.html

May 26 2003

A new horned kangaroo, giant marsupial lions, birds and a wolf-
sized Tasmanian tiger are just some of the latest cache of fossils
unearthed in caves on the Nullarbor Plain.

The superbly preserved specimens were collected by a Western
Australia Museum team of palaeontologists and cavers who were
washed out of the area by rains a week ago.

The expedition leader, John Long, who visited the site last year,
said this trip had yielded animals new to science.

“This time the focus was on finding some of the rarer things,
such as complete skulls of these strange kangaroos.

*Last year we found mostly juvenile specimens. Now we have
bigger ones, and probably three more species of kangaroos”.
Two more fossil specimens of thylacoleo, Australia’s biggest
mammalian predator, were unearthed, adding to the eight
skeletons identified last year.

The lion-like predator, which could stand nearly a metre and
weighed about 250 kilograms, had a pair of retractable thumb-like
claws to disembowel or drag prey up trees. But a reconstruction of
one of its feet has revealed for the first time that all of the lion’s
digits were retractable, not just the thumbs.

More skeletal material of the world’s biggest kangaroo,
Procoptodon goliah, was found with the remains of bandicoots and
birds.

No human remains were found on either trip to the caves,
which were at least 200,000 — possibly 500,000 — years old.
Dr Long said the prize of the Nullarbor fossil specimens included
a horned kangaroo: “It is an adult specimen with a very peculiar
bulbous nose.”
(This discovery updates the paper presented by John Long at
the ASF Conference in Bunbury in January).

j;f;'fDo you hke the revamped
":.j‘Australxan Caver7 “

We recently purchased new software that has greatly enhanced
_our ability to produce Australian Caver in an attractive

‘ e same software that is used by profesmonally

: produced pubhcaﬁens such as ‘Choice _magazine, and is-rather .

. sophisticated. As you can imagine, It has taken me quite a. W}uIe )

' to leam how to use it— -one reason for the delay in thzs 1ssue
- appeanng
Your comments and suggestmns on the leg1h1l1ty, layout, font

" and content of AusCaver are welcome, provided you're pohte and
o constmcttve See my edztona{ cantact detalls on page 3: :

Geoff Crossley, Edrtor _
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On our trip in December, 1953, over the first day
or so we had completed our mapping of one of the
Eagles’ Nest Caves, down near the tourist Caves
House. Then we moved camp up to the plateau where
little or nothing had been explored, although Trickett
had mapped and named a few cave entrances.

We left most of our gear at the new camp, but
wanted to make a quick reconnoitre of both the West
and the East Deep Creek Caves, to see which one
was worth doing a proper exploration the next day.
Neither had ever been explored.

We were travelling lightly. Normally each of us
carried two lights, a carbide hand-lamp to give a
wide hemisphere of diffuse light and a helmet torch
to provide a searchlight beam of stronger, more
concentrated light but covering much less area. But
for quick reconnoitres, we were as usual anxious to
conserve our supplies. So that afternoon | wore a
black beret and carried only a carbide lamp. Fred
wore his helmet and its torch, but carried no carbide
lamp. We wore no watches, and rarely did in caves,
because they were too expensive to risk, scrambling
in rocks and water.

We spent about half an hour in a quick look in the
West Deep Creek Cave. Then we walked through the
lovely but rugged Yarrangobilly bush to East Deep
Creek, where it splashed steeply and scrambled
among the boulders to disappear underground. We
separated to explore, as we often did, to cover twice
the volume of tumbled rocks. We used a prismatic
compass while mapping caves, but one would
obviously be useless in the tumbled rock mazes of
either Deep Creek cave.

Some people seem to find it strange that Fred and
| were separating and rejoining, again and again,
but that is the way we explored in a maze of rocks,
searching for a break through to a cavern. Besides,
even in a cave with caverns and tunnels and not
merely a 3-dimensional maze of rocks, you have to
get lost to be an explorer. It is getting unlost that is
the real trick. Rather like science.

In the East Deep Creek, down through the maze
of fallen rocks that made an entrance, | found a
way into a great big new and lovely cavern. | was
entranced at the pure white crystals glittering in
my lamp light, but when | climbed back up into
the maze of cold, muddy rocks, | could not find the
critically small entry way out again. | was lost, quite
thoroughly.

Fred got out first after about half an hour, after
finding only more of the maze of rocks, and no
cavern. He went back to look for me briefly before
going a few kilometres to Caves House for help,
leaving me a note which | still have. My gratitude for
his actions then and later have (literally) my undying
gratitude.

| emerged about 75 hours later with one of the
five or so search parties at 5.30 pm on Thursday, 17
December. For all but the first 8 hours or so, | tried
to find my way out in the dark, listening for the East
Deep Creek or any running water. The problem was
that I did not know if Fred had got out. Hence | did
not know if anyone was looking for me.

There is an infinite difference between being lost
yet comforted by knowing for certain that people are
searching for you, and being lost not knowing.

In the first you can have Hope in others. You are
not really lost, just temporarily misplaced.

In the second you have only yourself and what
you are. You have only yourself and your memories.
Fortunately, | knew a fair amount of poetry, and
books | had already read, whose fragments in memory
saved my sanity. | also knew a moderate amount of
"good” music, which helped. | neither spoke the
poetry nor sang the melodies, because | quickly found
that any such noise only emphasised and exaggerated
my being alone.

In the cave the essential truth | found was that
ultimately each individual is absolutely alone. | was
as alone as is possible to be on this ptanet because |
did not know if anyone was searching for me.

When | accepted that | was lost and my yelling

USTOLLIAR % 1807 KOOXE

Australian 'Government Envirofund
Round 2 National Heritage Trust

Interested in studying stygofauna?

Ground Water Invertebrates

approved for past karst projects!

submit applications.
e Applications Close 30 January 2004.
e Limited to projects up to $30,000.

Commission).

Applications for projects in marine or coastal areas;
activities that benefit natural wetlands; rangelands;
involvement of indigenous people are now available on
application. Please note that funds have also been

¢ Clubs and individuals interested are invited to

® Guide and Application forms from www.nht.gov.au

If you have a worthwhile project, please consult with
Nicholas White (ASF V-P and Convenor Conservation

fieldwork in Western Australia.

Australian Postgraduate Award (Industry)
PhD Scholarship in Molecular Evolution & Ecology of

The Centre for Evolutionary Biology & Biodiversity (CEBB) is offering
a PhD scholarship at the Industry stipend rate (523,294 pa for 2003)
to work on the systematics, evolutionary history and population
dynamics of a remarkable new groundwater fauna (stygofauna) that
was recently discovered in limestone (calcrete) aquifers in central
Western Australia. The fauna comprises a range of crustacean higher
taxa and dytiscid diving beetle species, with the latter being the
most diverse fauna of its type in the world. The project is being
supported financially by Newmont Australia, Placer Dome Asia Pacific,
the South Australian Museum and the Western Australian Museum. It
will involve the application of molecular techniques to understand
the evolutionary and ecological dynamics of this system, and will be
largely based at the University of Adelaide, but will also involve some

The position is available from 1st February 2004. Application forms
are available from the Graduate Centre, The University of Adelaide,
and should be submitted with a detailed CV by 15th December 2003.
Further information is available at www.adelaide.edu.au/graduate
centre/scholarships/postgrad/pgcurrent.html or contact Professor

andrew Austin

Australian Caver No. 160 | 9













me in looking for a way out of the top, muddy-walled
cavern that met into the crystal chamber. Being
effectively one handed did not help me, but there is
no real “excuse” for what happened. Nor do | intend
to try to offer “excuses”, although | am happy at
trying to analyse useful lessons.

Areal fact is that we should have had a routine
agreement for the first one out of any cave where
we got separated to leave a note at the entrance.
Fred had left one, which I still treasure. But after
the first two days of searching the cave, the police
and the bushmen were fairly convinced that | had
got out of the cave before Fred, and got lost in the
bush or fallen down another hole. The speleos and
Fred knew how well | knew the Yarrangobilly plateau,
and concentrated the search on the cave itself.

But the intensity of their search was necessarily
weakened. There was an understandable desire also,
for the police and bushmen to search familiar, daytit
environments.

The press delighted in the nearby limestone
formation nick-named “The Tombs”. Over their beers
at Caves House, they speculated seriously whether
Fred had murdered me and left my body in The
Tombs. Fred was a quiet young man, always taciturn
and with few words, which is one of the reasons we
were such good mates. But he was under enormous
strain, and the police were responding to the press
gossip. Only my Dad’s intervention prevented the
speculation being given some official status. Although
Dad had never met Fred before, he knew the man-
boy quickly.

The press coverage was mostly atrocious, as if
each reporter collected any anecdote he or she
could. In fact, many articles, even headline front-
page stories, read as if they were written at the bar
by somebody who had not been near the correct
cave. | gave no interviews, so any quotations in the
press were inventions or third-hand at best.

If anyone wishes to study the facts, the first
thing to do is a suggestion similar to that made by
Shakespeare’s Dick the Butcher: “The first thing to
do is kill all the reporters.”

5 CONCLUDING COMMENTS ABOUT
YARRANGOBILLY

Some months after “The Incident”, a perceptive
[female] speleo asked me whether | was glad that |
was alone or would | have preferred to have
companions while | was so lost.

| immediately, and subsequently, confirmed that

The successful rescue party

| was glad | had been alone, apart from the issue of
having a brighter torch to try to get out.

In the dark, no matter how close the Bogeyman
came, | was able to focus on my mental and physical
state alone. That would have been difficult with
another person or two, no matter how closely
bonded and how much | trusted someone like Fred.
| could not have resolved the writing of my will
except through being alone. The poetry and music
and my recollections had to be allowed freedom to
dance and skip through my mind without necessarily
verbal utterance to someone who necessarily would
paint the words on a different canvas of different
backgrounds and different memories. Throwing
exploratory rocks in the darkness would have
introduced a different dimension of danger.

If Fred and I had stayed together, we could have
explored only half the volume or less. We may never
have discovered the crystal palace, to draw others
back.

More important for me personally, | may never
have experienced such an epiphany elsewhere.

| continue to be grateful to my peers who
subsequently elected me the first President of the ASF.

But | don’t think | would recommend to any one
a repeat performance, particularly not knowing if
anyone was searching. Three days of exploring a wild
cave in darkness is a trifle long.

To my caving mates, including the new ones | found
when they found me, and to the police and local
bushmen, | can never repay them for the simple gift
of life.

One unexpected bonus gift was a lifelong one.
Having faced an unseen Death, alone, | have never

CAVE/CANYON/ROPE PACKS for sale

Heavy duty PVC, reinforced base, end strap,
drain holes, carry handle, adjustable straps,

haul loops, simple closure.

25/30/35 litre sizes — $55/60/65 plus $8 p & h.

SPELEOTECHNICS

Lamps and Equipment

Available again in Australia

Contact:
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What a fine day it had been and we returned to Rod’s vehicle
after this great dive experience.

| neded my mobile phone, which was in a pack, lodged right
up the far end of Rod’s Utility Truck. Wriggling over all the gear
| managed to kick the fuel line on the compressor and the fuel
started pouring everywhere. | gave up on the phone and wriggle
back to the compressor and blocked the fuel flow. Rod came up
to complain at me for getting fuel over all the gear. Just after I’d
jumped off the back of the truck the whole back end went up in
flames. | stared for a section at the ball of fire in the back and
could only say, “Oh Shit we’ve got a problem. We’ve got a problem!
We’ve got a problem!

Paralysis dissolved as a shout went up "Get the gear out off the
truck”. Someone rolled the roof off and many hands reached into
the flames lightning quick and grabbed packs and threw them onto
the ground. The flat top truck was soon emptied except for the
compressor sitting on the back of the truck burning like Alexandria’s
Lighthouse. Attacking the burning packs first we tried smothering
the flames with one of the empty packs but the petrol was not to be
smothered. The burning packs on the ground set fire to the grass,
expanding our situation.

Beating on the grass with the empty packs extinguished the grass
fire. Non burning packs were separated, whence everyone began
beating on the petrol burning packs. This seems to be effective as
one at a time each pack was extinguished. We started to win.

With the packs now smouldering on the ground more or less
not burning, we turned our attention to the compressor. Its metal
handles were just cool enough to drag it off the truck with flames

shut the fuel off properly and with the fuel line burned through,
the leaking fuel was feeding the flames. Relentless flailing on the
compressor by everyone snuffed out the flames enough to wrap the
fuel cock with a half melted cave pack and the flames went out.

The cave packs and my backpack were melted and charred but
the contents were mostly okay being protected inside the packs.
Containerisation is your friend.

A National Parks Ranger drove past with a friendly wave. We
smiled and waved back with friendly smiles forming a line to block
the landscape of charred grass.

My mobile phone was melted blackened and charred. The buttons
were almost okay after picking off the melted pack plastic. To my
surprise the unit still worked once in range of a telecommunication
tower. Blackened, bubbled and distorted, my cell-phone still
operates. It is a personal statement symbolising my lifestyle and
perfectly matching my other accoutrements and accessories.

My beloved Sue had a different appreciation of art however, and
she bought a new mobile phone case.

Postscript

Over Easter of 2003 hundreds of metres of new passage was found
in the Yarrangobilly area. There is presently argument in the group
about whether to publish anything about the new finds because of
the problem with uncontrolled piracy.

In the speleo world a secret is a temporary thing but you never
know the secret may die
with us in our old age and the younger generation will go on caving
trips trying to find the lost cave of SUSS. There won’t be any

still burning from the fuel tank. The stopcock had never really signatures on the wall though. | |
;_"November 28. 2003 6:01AM It’s Coming! 2
B “ : Cav ania
Man dleS Wh“e Cave dwmg ln The 25th Biennial Conference , 2%

‘Suwannee

By DOUANE D. JAMES Sun staff writer . )
- Source: http://gainesvillesun.com/app: Ipbc idll/arh l
©'20031128/LOCAL/31128009/1007 %
Jerry Duwayne Beets of Texas ‘drowned during a vxsxt to thtle
Rlver Spnngs a0t
<A day before Thanksgwmg vis to Suw e jCounty ended
“in tragedy for-one: family when a Texas man drowned while cave
“diving. Jerry Duwayne Beets of Watuaga, Texas, died Wednesday
~ afternaon while visiting Little River Springs; located on the
- ‘Suwannee River near O'Brien;’ authorities reported
: "He was on his way otit where they found him, but he had just
run out of air,” said Suwannee County Shenff‘s Deputy Tommy
- Roberts, the first ofﬁcer s | to the scene after Beets was
reported missing, &
" Roberts explained that Beets 42, hkety became dlsor;ented
- ‘when trymg to find his way out of the cave. Beets was with his
‘uncle Kane Overﬁeld of Coueyvme Texas, 46 in what was

When Roberts was called Beets was a ready 45 minut
; overdue to leave the cave.The two were on their way out of the
_cave when the ' scooter, dwmg equ1pment witha cytmder and
propet{er silted the water and cut off any. visibility.
' Overfield told authorities he was able to find the petmanent ;
“ nylon line divers leave as backup to find their’ way.out during such
zero-visibility situations.But while Overheld escaped the cave, :
Beets did not follow him.- =~ :
Ateam of four rescue divers could riot find- Beets on their first
- attempt.On their second try, a diver found Beets 2,100 feet in, :
but upside. down in a position where it looked like he poss:bty was
headed out; Roberts said.
“ Overfield also told atithorities that Beets was an experzenced
rj?dwer who had been in Little River Springs severat times before.
. Beets was wsxting Suwannee County with his w:fe Amanda, 32,
and Overﬁeld : ;

of the Australian Speleological Federation

2nd-9th January 2005
PO Box 198 North Hobart, Tasmania 7002

The frenzy has started! The venue is booked, the fieldtrips organised,
the caves are rigged and the beer is cold. Cascade Pale Ale of course!

Tasmania is certainly "The Caving State”. It has this countryis
deepest caves, some of its longest caves, certainly the most sporting,
the prettiest caves and even the latest in tourist cave developments.
The format of the conference includes presentation of papers covering
every aspect of the sport and science of speleology, as well as field
trips, scheduled meetings and an interesting range of competitions
and events to liven up proceedings.

We would like you to attend CaveMania. Better still be presenter
of either a paper, a workshop or a poster. Enter the Photographic
Competition, the Map Competition or the Cave Surveying Competition.
Enjoy the Artshow or just be one of the hundred interesting cavers,
speleologists and cave scientists who will make CaveMania such a
great event.

Situated at Far South Wilderness Inc. 5 km south of Dover in
southern Tasmania. Accommodation is in 6 berth dormitory cabins.
Camping is available at the Dover Caravan Park or there is a range or
upmarket accommodation in the vicinity by own arrangements.

Papers and presentations will normally be of 30 minutes duration.
Abstracts and Papers will be published in a volume of Conference
Proceedings. Preferably these will be submitted in electronic form.

Closing dates for Abstracts — 31st September 2004. Deadline for
Papers will be the opening date of the Conference. Late submissions
will not be included.

For further information on Papers — Albert Goede:
Arthur Clarke
Further information on registration and bookings — Ric Tunney:

Steihen Bunton Convenor: [ IEGNGNEEEEEE
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answer. With the speed of movement around the
world, multitude of datums, increasing use of GPS
units by very many sectors of the community and a
number of other, more technical reasons, it becomes
necessary to standardise geographic datums. See the
various websites for further information.

There is much more information about these
changes and the geodetic systems available on the
web through the home pages of your state mapping
agency. The main agency in Australia provides vitat
information via http://www.icsm.gov.au/icsm/gda/
index.html

An informative (and free!) CD is available from
Geoscience Australia. The CD contains a video,
information sheets and conversion methodologies.
Rutes and methods for conversions are also available
via the websites but these can be very daunting
— better let your GPS or mapping program do the job.

Speaking of mapping have a look at
www.oziexplorer.com for a very useful and
inexpensive Australian -created mapping/plotting
package. It is not a Geographic Information System
(GIS) but has some very useful features. These include
the ability to georectify (precisely relate a map to a
grid system) scanned plans, maps and aerial photos.
Beware of radial and other distortion with the latter.
Maps produced with Oziexplorer can be exported to
ArcView and other GIS programs.

So, in summary, Geographic datums have changed
and we need to take account of this in day-to-day
operations involving map reading and to ensure that
our records of cave and other locations are adequate
for future use.

And yes, datums is the correct plural in this
instance! Sorry for all the abbreviations.

Addresses for further information — and the
great CD — is Geoscience Australia, ICSM, P O Box
2, Belconnen ACT 2618 (ph. 02-6201-4292) or your
state mapping authority. |

KARSTFLASHKARSTFLASH

Exclusive to Australian Caver
Issue 161Australian attempts
world record depth!

Cavex — August 2003

Read about the exciting push to take
the world’s depth record back off the
French led all international team
including Al Warild, Australia’s legendary
caver!

Hear about the organisational
problems within a country torn by civil
unrest, crossing borders in the night and
the final push into Voronya cave on the
Arabika Massif, Abkhazia.

Read all about it in Issue 161!!

CAVE BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE

Wee Jasper Caves (James, Martin & Welch)

We have located a limited stock of this essential guide with

comprehensive maps and cave descriptions, 45pp. $15.00

The Caves of Thailand (John Dunkley)

Following a recent bulk order from the USA, there are only 15 or so copies
left. 2,000 cave descriptions & locations, 53 photos, 124pp. Includes free
12pp update. $15.00

The Management of Soluble Rock Landscapes: An Australian
Perspective (Kevin Kiernan).

The only text on cave and karst management in Australia, this book is part

of the required reading for the Karst Management course at Charles Sturt
University. 61pp. $15.00

Australian Karst Index 1985. (ed. Peter Matthews)

Only 3 reprints are available of parts of this mammoth volume listing

details of all known caves in Australia over 6,600). $44.00
(non-members $49.00)

+ post (from ACT varies from $5.50 to $9)

Also available reprints of the NSW listing, 92pp inc. references, over 2,000

caves. $15.00

Karst of the Central West Catchment, NSW: Resources,
Impacts and Management Strategies (Dunkley & Dykes, 2000)

All original copies were distributed to landowners and managers, but

we have some strictly limited reprints. 103pp, 24 photos. Available with
photos either in black & white (inc. postage) $25.00
or colour (only 2 left) (inc. postage) $39.00

Proceedings of 23 ASF Conference, Bathurst

(ed. Cathy Brown, 2002)

200 pages, over 80 photos & maps, maybe free CD if you ask nicely!
$25.00

A Bibliography of Jenolan Caves Pt 1: Speleological
Literature (postage $1) $5.00

A Bibliography of Jenolan Caves Pt 2: non-Speleological
Literature

(postage $1) $5.00

Either of the following books free with other orders over $50 (white stocks
last — first in first served), otherwise price as marked:

Papua — New Guinea Speleological Expedition NSRE 1973

(Julia James)
69 pages, numerous maps & photos $5.00

Caves & Karst of the Muller Range (PNG) (James & Dyson)

150 pages, numerous maps & photos, colour covers, only a few copies left
of this massive report on one of Australia’s most famous expeditions in
search of the deepest cave in the world $12.00

POSTAGE: unless indicated otherwise, add $3 for first
& $1 for each additional item.

HOW TO ORDER

Please address orders to:

Dick Heffernan,
and list your requirements clearly. Please make cheques

payable to Australian Speleological Federation Inc.
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Australian Caver Back Issues For Sale
Limited time only

For your chance to fill the gaps in your collection, Issues 52 (June 1971) onwards are on sale now. For a more detailed
list of the editions on offer with listed feature articles go to the ASF web site www.caves.org.au or contact Jodie
Rutledge on who can fax or email you the list. Cheques can be made out to the

.
“Australian Speleological Federation Inc”. Post order to ||| EENNEENENENEGEGEGEE
Limited edition runs

The 70’s run. Buy 25 issues (worth $47) for only $40 plus $5 postage. Only 3 sets available.
The 80’s run. Buy 37 issues (worth $43) for only $40 plus $5 postage. Only 5 sets available.
The 90’s run. Buy 24 issues (worth $68.50) for only $60 plus $5 postage. Only 5 sets available.

Or buy individually — note if the edition is not listed there’s none left!

Editions 1970’s Copies available respectively Price each
52, 53 & 54 (1971) 11, 68 & 77 S2

58 (1972), 59 & 60 (1973) 34, 10 & 50 $2

62 (1973) & 63 (1974) 61 & 69 $2

65, 66 (1974), 67 & 68 (1975) 77,7,78 & 48 $2

72 & 73 (1976) 2 &30 $2
75,76, 77, 78 (1977), 79, 80, 81(1978) & 82 (1979) 97, 35, 37, 16, 19, 46, 52, & 19 $2

83, 84, 85 (1979) 133, 47, & 54 1
Editions 1980’s

86, 87 & 88 (1980) 60, 73 & 42 $1

89, Spring 1980 40 $10

90 (1980), 91, 92, 93, & 94 (1981) 46, 68, 39, 51 & 45 $1

95, 96, 97, 98 (1982) & 99 (1983) 78,76,74 & 38 1

100 Free
101, 102 (1983), 103, 104, 105 (1984) & 106 (1985) 13, 65, 47, 19, 69 & 29 S1

107, 108 (1985) & 109 (1986) 200, 230 & 300 $0.50
110, 1986 150 $1

111, 1986 211 $0.50
112, 114, & 115 (1987) 127,11 & 14 $1
Issue 113 only available in the 5 80’s runs that are left.

116, 117, & 118 (1988) 14, 38 & 17 $1

119, 120, 121 & 122 (1989) 4,16, 14 & 64 $1
Editions 1990’s

123, 124, & 125 (1990) 16, 54 & 146 $1

126, 127, 128 & 129 (1991) 117, 138, 137 &51 $1

131 and 132 (1992) 32 & 90 $1
133 & 134 (1993) 12 &3 $1

135, 1993 200 $0.50
136 & 137 (1994) 32& 70 $1

139, 140, & 141 (1997) 46, 27, & 50 $5 AUSTRALIAN
143, 144 & 145 (1998) 33,144 & 70 S5 j
146, 147, 148 & 149 (1999) 86, 56, 63 & 54 S5 7 :
Editions 2000 onwards

150, 151, 152 & 153 (2000) 23, 35, 53 &20 $5
154, 155 & 156 (2001) 58, 71 & TBA-check web site $5

157, Autumn 2002 38 $5
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