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The "Edie Smith Award" is now considered to be

one of the most prestigious awards in Australian

speleology. The award aims to

o Perpetuate the memory of Edie Smith. and

e Give recognition to those who have made an
Outstanding contribution to Australian
speleology.

The question addressed here is.

Who was Edie Smith?

Norman Poulter OAM

Speleological Research Group Western Australia Inc.
and

Dr Albert Goede

Southern Tasmanian Caverneers Inc.

have pieced together much of the answer and an
abridged version of the paper presented at the 23"
ASF Biennial Conference in Bathurst NSW.
December 28, 2000 - January 3. 2001is provided here.
The full paper may be found in the Conference
Proceedings and special limited edition copys are also
held in the ASF Library and Australian National
Library

In August 1967, Edith Smith died. A short time later,
during an Australian Speleological Federation [ASF]
committee meeting in Orange [NSW]. a resolution
established the "Edie Smith Award".

The Award is now considered to be one of the most
prestigious in Australian speleology. On average.
only one Edie Smith Award is conferred per year. with
presentations made every two vears. during the course
of an ASF Conference.

At least three speleological features have been named
in her honour, Edies Treasure in Tasmanias Exit
Cave, Edies Grotto and Edies Tunnel in the
Punchbowl] and Signature Caves at Wee Jasper in
NSW.

The first presentation of the Edie Smith Award took
place during the 9th. ASF Conference [NIBICON] in
December 1972 when Dr. Aola Richards and Ted Lane
received an award for their joint editorship of
"Helictite" since its inception in 1962. which had by
that time. achieved international acclaim as one of the
world’s top five speleological research journals.

Over the years, the preamble to the presentation of the
Edie Smith Award has been embellished to include the
facts that she had been "..a pioneer of Australian
speleology, a life member of the Tasmanian
Caverneering Club and the first woman president of an
Australian  speleological  society, the Canberra
Speleological Society.”

Why was Edie considered a "pioneer”? What had she

done to motivate people to name bits of cave after her
during her lifetime or shortly after her death? What
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contribution could a person have made that warranted
the creation of a prestigious national award when she
was possibly only well known in one state and
territory? Who was Edie Smith?

This biography itself has been pieced together from
scant published material and recollections - both
personal and anecdotal. It is by no means complete.

Edith Margaret Smith was born at Forth [about 9km
SW of Devonport]. northern Tasmania on 14th August
1913, daughter of Salina Kathleen (nee Carruthers)
and [Major] Ronald Edgar Smith. She had a younger
brother. Ronald - and later, two half-brothers. Edith’s
mother died of cancer at the early age of 28, shortly
before her husband could return on compassionate
leave from World War One. Edith was then a little
over three vears old. Her brother Ronald and one half-
brother (Charles), outlived both Edith and her father.

James "Philosopher” Smith. Edith’s grandfather. was a
noted mineral prospector in western Tasmania whose
principal achievement was the discovery of the
world’s richest deposit of tin at Mt. Bischoff in 1871.
Her father Ronald [1881-1969] was also born in Forth
and is probably best known for his interest in the
Cradle Mountain region and friendship with Gustav
Weindorfer who built the Waldheim Chalet near
Cradle Mountain in 1912, "The Major" was also a
local historian and spent part of his latter vears sorting
and indexing his father’s records.

Virtually nothing is known of Edith’s early life except
that she grew up around Forth and the family property
across the valley from Waldheim. She was educated in
Launceston and at the Collegiate College [Hobart].
became an active member of the Girl Guides and after
completing her education. was employed as a
governess on properties in rural Tasmania including a
period with the Shoobridge family at Bridgewater,
now an outer suburb of Hobart. As far as is known,
only two photographs survive of her during this
period, these were taken by her father near their
beloved Cradle Mountain during March 1939 when
Edith was 26. [Plate ]

In late 1939, the world went mad as the European. and
later the Pacific, war erupted. With little hesitation,
Australia joined the fray. Whatever the reason.
patriotism. opportunism, or perhaps a bit of both -
Edith. like thousands of other Australian women and
girls seized the initiative, threw her old lite aside and
began another.

Edith enlisted as an airwoman in the Women’s
Auxiliary Australian Air Force in Hobart on March
27. 1942, Normally camera-shy. Edith had to face the
camera for the obligatory "mugshot™ and, despite the
contrast, graininess and backdrop of the time. the
resulting picture is probably one of the best portraits
ever taken of her. Looking to one side of the camera,
Edith seemed to be facing the future with a certain
amount of apprehension. Thus Aircraftwoman Smith,
Edith Margaret. #92151 was inducted into Australia’s
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exploration of Punchbowl, which prior to that, was
only accessible by a wvertical entrance.  This
connection attracted numerous names throughout its
lifetime ranging from simply "The Tunnel”, "Edie’s
Squeeze" to "The Dame Edith Smith Memorial
Highway". The link greatly assisted David Purchase
with his research into bat migration and Ediths
zoological and exploration interests. Bone deposits
were to be found in sediments throughout Punchbowl
Cave and Edith, often accompanied by Barbara
Ryan, sifted the dirt and methodically recorded her
finds.  While continuing the survey work in
Punchbowl Cave, Edith undertook another dig in a
passage beyond the Far Chamber and broke into a
small chamber now known as "Edies Grotto". Her
survey traverse and outline plan of Punchbow] Cave
was completed shortly before she left Canberra.

Edith was drawn to people affected by family
disruption. This has already been shown by her
"adoption” of Albert Goede and his family in
Tasmania following the death of his father. In
Canberra, she "adopted” Ron Galbreath [amongst
others] when he arrived from Tasmania during 1958
and moved into the Hotel Acton prior to beginning
work at the Mt. Stromlo Observatory. By the time
his family arrived three months later, she had already
introduced him to caving at Wee Jasper and then
promptly took the rest of the family "under her wing"
and introduced them to caving too!. But Edith
seemed to have a special affinity with children, and
"was renowned for her expertise in leading groups of
school children through the caves”.

By 1958 there were several female members of CSS
although. still being a relatively small club. its affairs
were conducted in a casual. simplistic and most
enjoyable manner. [Plate 4] As a person who
disliked formality, Edith vigorously opposed CSS
having a constitution, a situation that existed until
long after she returned to Tasmania. Having already
served in several committee positions with TCC,
there was no great surprise when Edith was elected
president of CSS. "We are quite satisfied that no
club member thought it significant that Edie or any
other woman member should be president, nor would
it have made any difference to the club had we been
told we had the first woman president of an
Australian caving club. This is not to detract from
Edie’s personal significance in our club - she was
indeed a driving force, respected. trustworthy and
liked by all. She was able, totally reliable. unselfish,
never afraid to speak her mind, and even-tempered.
She was our mate!" Edith also played an "important
role in simply bringing CSS together. She was
outgoing and personable - she was very patient with
people." As ground-breaking as her appointment
was, Edith only served one term as president
although she went on to become secretary in 1960).

Edith briefly returned to Tasmania in December
1958 as an attendee of the 2nd. ASF Conference,
held in Hobart. Her visit was memorable not for the

Autumn 2001 Edition

Conference itself but rather for what happened
immediately after. In what was to become a classic
five-day, post-conference field trip to Exit Cave with
Edith as co-leader, the party not only spent two days
trying to find the cave, but another two thrashing
their way back through the dense vegetation to
civilization!  Only one day was spent in this
magnificent cave.

During 1959, Edith became concerned about the
despoliation of popular picnic sites around Canberra
and started a cleanup campaign that pre-dated similar
efforts of lan Kiernan [Clean Up Sydney
Harbour/Australia/World] by some 30 years.

Contrary to many accounts published between 1967
and 2000 in the "ASF Newsletter", its successor, the
"Australian Caver" and no doubt elsewhere, Edith
did not remain in Canberra until 1963. According to
the "ASF Newsletter" #12 "The Very Latest" #7 and
personal recollections of David Purchase, Edith,
whose position within CSS was whimsically listed as
"Tunnelling Officer - Edith Human-Mole Smith" at a
time when the society had only one "ordinary
member", left Canberra in mid-1961. The position
of "ordinary member", another whim, was usually
voluntary in order to facilitate periodic co-opting.

During the latter part of 1960, Edith applied for an
appointment with the Tasmanian Department of
Mines and was obliged to undergo a medical
examination. This examination revealed that she had
breast cancer - at a time in medical history when the
survival rate from any form of cancer was not
exactly high. Edith underwent mastectomy surgery
at the Canberra Community Hospital [Canberra’s
only hospital at the time] shortly after. Only her
closest friends knew that she had undergone this
emotionally and physically painful surgery. But in
Edith’s case, this surgery proved not to be curative.
As she recovered from her operation Edith learnt that
her application to the Department of Mines was
successful and so made preparations with assistance
from the Youngs and others, to leave for Tasmania.

Back in Tasmania, Edith - now classified as a
geologist, which pleased her greatly - began work as
a publications officer for the Mines Department in
Hobart. However, according to Albert Goede, she
was rarely well enough to go caving again. To
further add to her woes, sometime during 1964-5,
Edith was diagnosed as suffering from adrenal
cancer which, following an adrenalectomy - meant
taking cortisone for the remainder of her life.

The records of TCC are virtually non-existent for
this period of the 1960%, so there are few written
accounts of Ediths movements. One confirmed
appearance was at the marriage of Albert and
Therese Goede in February 1964. When Edith
returned to Tasmania, in keeping with her love of
children, she recorded stories for the blind children
of Hobart up to the time of her death. The last one
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spent on editorial duties and she was responsible for
publication of all the department’s technical reports
and bulletins for the 1961-67 period. .. I spent some
time during slack periods as a cadet officer
organising the foreign language collections at her
request. These had never been catalogued and in her
absence were not even recorded. She felt 1 could
learn a lot [1 did] as well as arrange the collection.
She took a great interest in those of us who were new
and young geologists and worked mightily to see we
improved our language skills.  All those who had to
slide a document past her could attest to her

skills. pedantry and knowledge. We all managed an
argument at some stage but always without acrimony
and with a sense of involvement and fun. Her wide
experience and knowledge was always apparent and
she commanded great respect and affection. She
was. often, brutally frank but honest and was a fine
teacher. I have never forgotten her, or her kindness.

[Dr David Leaman said] "I knew Edith was ill and
often in great pain in her last few months as we
worked through two bulletins of mine. She never
spoke of it. never gave in to it and insisted upon
business as usual with the same spirit.”

"I first met Edith Smith when I joined the Tasmanian
Mines Department as a raw honours graduate from
the University of Tasmania in early 1962. 1 had just
finished my honours on the "Structure and Petrology
of the Raglan Range", and the Geological Survey,
then under the direction of the late lan Jennings,
decided they would like to publish it as a Bulletin. 1
was told that the document did not require technical
review. but just to get it ready to submit to the Editor
Edith Smith. 1 was aware she had a reputation of
being a willing but tough editor who had the habit of
slaughtering people’s poor manuscripts.

I did a literal cut-and-paste job on the thesis [no
word processors in those days]. had it re-typed. and
proudly gave it to Edith. I recall she beamed a little
wryly when presented with the document, and said
something like "I will work on it young man, and
then get back to you."

Two days later she summonsed me and said "This is
a pretty good manuscript. but let me show you how 1
have made it better." The manuscript was copiously
covered in red. where the editor’s scalpel had been at
work, but not to the extent of major surgery. She
demonstrated the techniques of putting polish on a
manuscript - such as pruning unnecessary words,
avoiding repetition and ambiguity, crafting good
sentences. and structuring logical paragraphs to
produce a manuscript that was both appealing and
satisfying whilst still engendering a personal style. |
greatly appreciated her approach.  She was a
consummate writer herself who led by example.
That mentoring served me well throughout my
career. | have gone on to write many geo-scientific
articles that happily did not attract the editor’s
incisions in every sentence. I have edited
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manuscripts of other aspiring writers, and have
imparted the wisdom of Edith to my geologists - who
have appreciated it to the same extent that I did.

In about 1960, Edith also compiled the Lexicon of
Tasmanian Stratigraphy - a booklet that collated and
detined all the formally defined stratigraphic names
and terms according to the new draft of the
Australian Code of Stratigraphic Nomenclature. She
was the custodian of Tasmanian geo-nomenclature,
and all later writers still conform to those procedures.
[Dr. Gee, Director of the NT Geological Survey],
whilst recently reading Rick Wilkinsons "Rocks to
Riches" came upon a reference to Edith’s
stratigraphic lexicology work in the 1950%."

EPILOGUE

And so Edith Margaret Smith died in 1967 but. as
shown above - in many respects she lives on. She
was a pioneer in Australian speleology and
conservation as well as being the first woman
president of any Australian speleological society. In
many respects, she was also a pioneer feminist,
before the term was really coined, pushing open
doors never before opened by women, and before
there were feminists to follow her through. But has
she or the award named in her memory been treated
well in the intervening years? In some aspects Edith
and the Edie Smith Award have not been treated with
the respect they quite rightly deserve. Indeed, it now
seems likely that those who championed the creation
of the Edie Smith Award and the accepting ASF
executive of the day. neglected to inform her
immediate family of their resolutions. [Smith]

When Edith died. she seemingly slipped into
obscurity almost straight away.  Certainly an
obituary was published in the Speleo Spiel, The Very
Latest and the ASF Newsletter shortly after the event
[albeit inaccurately] but once the Award was
established during 1968, mention of her quickly
faded. Why was this? Could it have been that she
died of cancer at a time when cancer was an almost
taboo subject throughout Australia? Or was it a
generational thing? Old stalwarts fading away to be
replaced by younger members who had little or no
knowledge of Edith Smith or what she represented?
They in turn being replaced by even younger
members with absolutely no knowledge or interest of
past events.

As has been shown, CSS, taking pride that Edith was
their first female president, and the first female
president of any speleological society for that matter
- forgot - and forgot quite quickly it seems - that they
had also elevated her to honorary life membership
back in 1961. With the publishing of CSS’s 40th.
Anniversary issue of the "The Very Latest" [Vol.
#11] in 1994, Edith - and Dr. Joe Jennings [himself
another great speleologist] hardly rated a mention,
and then, only in trip report summaries.
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And what of the Award itself? By association, the
Edie Smith Award suffered a similar fate - at least
until fairly recently. Disdain may be too harsh a
word to describe presentations of earlier times but
certainly the Award and some of its recipients
suffered a certain amount of indifference, especially
when there was little or no tangible evidence of an
award being made.

But, despite its past treatment. the Edie Smith Award
has prevailed. It HAS become one of the highest
accolades in the speleological community and to be
placed alongside previous recipients and Edith Smith
herself is a great honour indeed.

And yet. resurgence of interest does occur.
Periodically. the question IS asked - "Who was Edie
Smith?"  But who could provide an answer? The
details of the life of Edith and many of her equally
deserving contemporaries were, and in  many
instances still are, locked away in numerous libraries
and recollections in various parts of the country and
indeed. the world. effectively lost to everyone until
people take the time and effort to probe, collect and
collate the material into meaningful and presentable
text.

As mentioned earlier, this biography of Edith
Margaret Smith is incomplete. it may always remain
so, but hopefully, it has at least gone part of the way
to answering that question: "Who was Edie Smith?”
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Edith Smith was a truly remarkable person - the time
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overdue.
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Abreviations

ASF Australian Speleological Federation Inc.

CSS Canberra Speleological Society Inc.

CEGSA Cave Exploration Group South Australia
Inc.

SA South Australia

NSW New South Wales

SASS  Sub Aqua Speleological Society

SRC Speleological Research Council Ltd.

SSS Svdney Speleologicil Society Inc.

VCES  Victorian Cave Exploration Society

VSA Victorian Speleological Association Inc.
UQSS  University of Queensland Speleological
Society.
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A.S.F. AWARDS

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

The Certificate of Merit is awarded to give
recognition to those who have made contributions to
the exploration. conservation. scientific study or
documentation of caves. It includes any of a wide
range of roles in leadership. administration,
development of new techniques and equipment.
publication and research. etc. During the course of
the Caveman’s Dinner at the recent A.S.F. Bathurst
Conference the President Peter Berrill. announced
three awards.

MICK GODWIN For his many contributions to
cave exploration and documentation. He collected a
massive file of maps for Undara. vegetation maps for
Undara and Chillagoe. and also produced a
comprehensive book on the Broken River karst with
maps and documentary material.  Mick was a base
camp leader for Operation Raleigh. a program which
provides team training for underprivileged young
people from urban Britian. He has been Queensland
State co-ordinator for the Karst Index Database for

many vears.

DENIS MARSH  For distinguished service over
many vears to administration. especially regarding
the Cliefden Caves where he has been the first point
of contact for societies visiting Cliefden.  Denis’s
ability in liason and organision has played a major
role in the groundwork necessary for the two funded
projects in the Macquarie Karst region.

PETER DYKES For dedicated service to
exploration and documentation of the obscure Karst
areas of New South Wales. for service to the A.S.F..
and the New South Wales Speleological Council's
Cave Numbering and Nomenclature Committee for
more than twenty years. Due to Peters persistance
three grants have been received from the C.S.I.LR.O.
and the National Heritage Trust for karst related
work. one such grant being greater than all the
combined previous grants received by the
Federation. u

Elery Hamilton-Smith receives an AM

A fourth caver has become a Member of the Order of
Australia, announced in the Australia Day Honours
List, 26th of January 2001. On this occassion
Professor Elery Hamilton-Smith was awarded an AM

"for service to conservation and the
environment, particularly in the areas of
national park, wilderness, cave and karst
management, to the development of leisure
and recreation activities, and to the
community as a contributor to social policy
development and through programs dealing
with youth issues."

While caving related activity is only one of- Elerys
wide ranging interests, nevertheless it has played an
important role in his life. Elery is one of the
founders of A.S.F., CE.GS.A.. V.SA and
A.C.K.IM.A. He played a major role in the formative
years of the Federation as founding Secretary.
guiding it through periods of difficulty. While many
A.S.F. presidents have lined up for successive
presidential terms. Elery is the only one to return as
president after a break, in all. three separate terms
over a span of fifteen years between 1960 and 1974,

Elery was among the first to highlight conservation
as a fundamental objective of all speleologists, has
been tireless in promoting this ethic. and is the person
largely responsible for the outstanding, world-class
record in this field achieved by Australian
speleologists. For many years he chaired the ASF
Commission on Cave Tourism and Management.
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His professional career is equally diverse. ranging
across social work. social planning. consulting and
academia. Elery tells me he’s recently branched out
into gerontology, hopefully not simply with an eve
to the future! He is one of that very rare breed who
not only became an academic without a formal
university degree. but rose to the rank of Professor.

Elery is a Member of the [IUCN World Commission
on Protected Areas and Chair of its Working Group
on Cave and Karst Protection. He has been involved
in preparation of management planning projects in
many of our cave and karst areas including Mt Etna,
Jenolan, Naracoorte, Tantanoola, Nullarbor Plain,
Yallingup, Cutta Cutta and Cape Range, along with
several overseas.

In an earlier life Elery edited this newsletter for ASF
and over the years his name has appeared on
numerous articles, as recently as our last issue.
Elsewhere, of course, he has written hundreds of
articles and books on a wide range of topics and
diverse disciplines. Retirement has not slowed him,
indeed my impression was that it enabled him to
become even more active and visible!

The Federation has recognised Elery's services by
electing him as its first Fellow in 1974, followed by
an Edie Smith Award in 1976, making him the

only person to be honoured with both awards. Elery
is still very active in cave related activities, and is
looked on as todays Father-figure of Australian
caving. n

L.Robinson Awards Convenor.
With additional information by John Dunkley
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Church Creek - 'A Trip Report’

(Or, “Remind me, what's so great about the great outdoors?”) 22-26 January 1999 by Peter M¢Donald)

Foreword: | dream of thistles taller than a man; burrs by
the bucket load; savage, aggressive, territorial, killer
wasps; of a goanna with a plastic fetish; a cacophony of
cackling cicadas; of walking tracks exceeding 45 degree
incline - long, monotonous, weary walking; thunderous
storms and unrelenting sun - | dream of Church Creek.

Most days vou will find me behind a computer
screen: safe. content and comfortable. Occasionally, 1
will pull my weary, atrophied muscles away from
work. and venture into the ‘Great Outdoors™ (no! -
not the TV show). One such time 1 went to Church
Creeck — my first time (last time??). It seems so long
ago: so very long ago. Only after extensive therapy
have I been able to write about this trip and put my
experience into words.

This is my story. a story of Church Creek, and my
very first trip report. I've called it: Church Creek - a
trip report. This trip report is a blend of personal
observation, acute social comment, bullshit,
exaggeration and bias — with the occasional fact
thrown in. For example: Did you know that in 1967,
Sweden changed from left hand drive traffic, to right
hand drive? That is a fact.

The date: 22 - 26 January: Australia day ‘longer
than normal long weekend™ 1999. In true Aussie style
we pushed the long weekend envelope to include
Monday 25 January.

The people: David ‘Suunto” Bennett; Angus Pin
cushion® Macoun: Neal ‘I'll bash the shit out of that
bloody goanna if get my bloody hands on it’
Murrells: Glenn ‘Just popped along for a pleasant
stroll’ Stalgis: and myself. Peter *Oh me, oh my, |
should have stayed at home™ McDonald.

The place: Church Creek caves.

Church Creek caves are located in the stunningly
beautiful and remote Kanangra-Boyd National Park.
The cave system is divided into two major areas with
caves located on Mt. Armour and more in the valley
below. The caves on the valley floor are further
divided into sections. Church creek is a tributary of
the Kowmung River.

The reason: Cave surveying (and going to the pub
afterwards.)

The equipment: Suunto compass and inclinometer.
Magellan GPS 2000. Magellan GPS Pioneer, David,
30 metre fibreglass tape, 1 metre wooden rule.
camera, tags, drill, etc.

The Trip

Friday 22 January

We met at Neal's place at Emu Plains at 6.00pm
Friday 22 January, where upon I adjusted my watch
to AAT (Angus adjusted time) and discovered that it
was still only 4.00pm. With time to kill (and possibly
Angus) | set about playing Lego with Neal's son,
Justin. Neal and David sorted out some last minute
packing, that is, Neal gave David lots of stuff to
carry.

When Angus arrived we were quickly on our way in
Neal's 4WD to meet Glenn at the pizza place at
Blackheath. The pizza was great and Angus grabbed
a doggy bag. We then departed and were on our way
to Church Creek via Oberon. David went with Glenn
to give him some company, or to avoid the company
of Neal, Angus and myself. Or to avoid Neal’s music
selection. Or to avoid the smell of Angus” pizza.

We arrived at the gate on Mt. Armour fire trail at
approx. 10.30pm, set up a pathetic looking campsite,
and went to bed hoping that it didn’t rain. It did. But
not badly. Thankyou, God. (Apparently, it is
grammatically acceptable, these days, to use short
sentences to add impact to a story. I certainly. Hope.
So.)

Saturday 23 January

The next morning we were up raring to go - and
waiting for Angus. Whilst getting gear out of Neal's
truck, someone - in Bart Simpson fashion (it wasn’t
me, vou didn’t see it, you can’t prove a thing) burst a
milk carton that was in Neal’s backpack. The milk
wet some of Neal’s gear including his knee brace (the
knee brace connected to the leg brace, the leg brace
connected to the hip brace - Oh, hear the word of da
Lord!).

Tip one for fellow cavers: There's no use crying over
spilt milk. Being abusive and pissed off is OK - but no
crying.

Whilst Angus was rearranging his rearranged re-
packing, David, Neal and I started on the walk.
Glenn waited for Angus. The fire trail had recently
been cleared — we found out later that there had
been some recent fires in the area. The walk should
have been fairly easy but I found it hard going. As
always when in this situation I promised myself that |
would ‘get fit" soon. (Yer, right!).

It took one and a half hours to get to the karst area on
Mt. Armour. It seemed a lot longer. Neal and 1 took
GPS readings to get a fix on our location. (With true
GPS accuracy, we calculated that we were
somewhere between Wellington NZ and Broome
WA))
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Rule 2) The Frisbee must be thrown into the bush on
either side of the river.

Rule 3) The Frisbee must not land closer than 100
metres to any other plaver.

Rule 4) The players in the lagoon must get out of the
water, retrieve the Frisbee and then throw the

Frisbee back into the bush.

I might add that I was extremely good at this game.

Spot the frisbee! — Playing frisbee in the Kowmung
River — a game Peter Mc is very good at (his
version)

After the activities, we had dinner followed by some
cake, sat around the fire, drank port. ate cheese etc.
etc.

Tip three for fellow cavers: Don't wash ants off vour
cheese with methylated spirits. It might look like
water -- but it isn’'t.

Tuesday 26 January

Pack up - Walk out. Shit! Shit. Shit, Shit of a walk.
Shit! The walk out is extremely pleasant and is not
to be missed.

Autumn 2001 Edition

Doing some gardening — while waiting for all to be
ready to go in the morning. Photo not taken on
last morning as it was after 6am and Neal’s tent
was still up.

On the way out we did some more work on top of
Mt. Armour. During the walk out Neal started to
resemble a large schooner glass. I got a splitting
headache. When Neal opened up his truck. which
had been sitting in the sun all weekend, he was
joyously overwhelmed by the smell of Angus’
seafood pizza that had been left there to smoulder
and ferment.

The trip was finalised by a quick trip to the pub at
Oberon (too quick for Angus, who was partially
terrified by Neal's swift driving style). Once at the
pub we enjoyed a few well-earned beers and some
greasy food. 1 vow never to go back to Church
Creek. however, I'm already starting to think that
maybe it wasn't that bad after all. n

Peter M Donald.

This article was first published in "Cimmerian".

From SPELEO E Bulletin 6

Book Sales

favourable wholesale deals.

Publications For Sale

Caves and Karst Educational Kit
The ASF was approached by the Australian Geological Survey Organisation (AGSO) for material for an
educational kit on caves and karst. ASF supplied data on location of karst areas and tourist show caves around
Australia from the Karst Index Database. Our logo and website are publicised and we will receive in exchange a
number of copies of the kit. A number of individual clubs and members also contributed to what looks like a fine
educational resource.

ASF has set up a facility to handle sales of books and other cave-related goodies, with all net proceeds to go to
ASF. With the Jennings book on the horizon and the AGSO educational kit complete, we are negotiating

Please advise the Publications Convenor, Angus Macoun at
that anyone has for sale on caving and related topics within Australia. This will enable a list to be put together
which can then be distributed to members to publicise the publications.

om the AGSO. For further information. contact Cathy Brown at

of any publications
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The Journal of Australasian Cave Research

Now in its 38" year of publication, Helictite has been instrumental in raising the profile of
speleological exploration and scientific research in Australia. One of only 4 or 5§ similar
journals in the world, it has also greatly enhanced the reputation of Australian speleology
in overseas countries.

Under an agreement with the previous publishers, ownership of Helictite has been
transferred to the Australian Speleological Federation Inc.

It is a well-established, reputable, refereed journal of speleological investigation, but it
relies on two things for its continued success: writers and subscribers.

As well as scientific papers, comprehensive descriptive accounts of the exploration and
morphology of individual caves will be welcomed from anyone. You do not need to have a
scientific background to contribute, and quite a number of recreational cavers have written
articles of lasting significance. The articles are all refereed by two speleologists with
expertise in the particular area and edited to meet usual scientific standards. The editors
will advise and assist prospective authors as necessary.

Volume 36 has been published and 37 is in production. Most back issues are still available.

Subscriptions: Volume 36 $20.00 AUD Volume 37  $20.00 AUD

Correspondence: Susan White, [

Coming soon in Helictite: the Jenolan Show Caves survey — new maps of the
Jenolan system based on extensive resurveys, including colour fold-out maps.
The abstracts of the Wellington Karst Workshop February 2000 will be
published in Volume 37.

Wanted

An energetic person with the ability to sell ice to Eskimos. The Publisher of the ASF journal requires the
services of an Advertising Co-ordinator. The job requires the ability to approach manufacturers and suppliers of
equipment. clothing and other wares vaguely relevant to the pursuit of our sport and solicit advertising material
from them for publication in the Australian Caver. If you would like to try your hand at this interesting job
please contact the Publisher. Australian Caver, Angus Macoun, 37 Chelmsford Avenue, Lindfield. NSW 2070,

phone him on [ D (D A

This position will help generate funds which will allow production of a better quality Journal (better paper, print
quality. size as well as colour) without a drain on the Federation’s budget which will help keep our fees low.
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CaveWorks Research

Mammoth Cave
Water Tracing

The CaveWorks research project (refer Australian
Caver No. [50) in the Leeuwin-Naturaliste Ridge
karst near Margaret River. Western Australia, has
discovered a previously unknown stream connection
between one of the region’s most historic tourist
caves and the beach several kilometres away.

Water tracing conducted during winter 2000 proved
that the Mammoth Cave stream flows to Conto
Spring.

The stream flowing into the popular tourist entrance
of Mammoth Cave was found to travel a linear
distance of 3.5 kilometres beneath the limestone
ridge. to emerge at Conto Spring on the shores of the
Indian Ocean.

The connection was proved using small quantities of
environmentally-friendly  fluorescent dyes. and
specialised laboratory techniques (developed by the
Ozark Underground Laboratory in the USA) that
detected the dye in minute concentrations at the

spring.

The destination of the Mammoth Cave stream has
remained a mystery for many years. A number of
earlier tracing attempts failed to detect anything
beyond a stream connection with Conference Cave,
but nothing was known of where the water went from
here. The CaveWorks trace re-confirmed the obvious
connection from Mammoth Cave to Terrv's Cave and
thence to Conference Cave.

Other earlier water tracing studies have established
hydrological connections from Calgardup Cave to
Bobs Hollow, and, from Lake Cave to Conto Spring.
An attempt to trace Ruddocks Cave failed when the
dye ended up back outside the “inflow™ entrance.
presumably due to back flooding!

There are a number of springs on the coast that might

have been fed by Mammoth Cave, including Bobs
Hollow. Conto Spring. and a number of other
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outflows. some of which are only visible at extreme
low tide. Bobs Hollow represents the shortest
potential flow route and previous speculative
interpretations of the North Mammoth Doline Chain
suggested a possible (fossil) flow path towards Bobs
Hollow. A discrete submarine or intertidal resurgence
of the Mammoth Cave waters had also been
postulated.

The dye was injected into Mammoth Cave stream
under average winter flow conditions and was
detected at Conto Spring within 18 hours. This rapid
travel time indicates that the water is flowing through
a well developed conduit!

The water tracing and mapping study undertaken by
CaveWorks has found that the entire catchment area
of the Mammoth Cave system is within the
boundaries of the Mammoth Cave Reserve and the
Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park. The study has
also shown that there are no adverse impacts derived
from neighbouring agricultural or viticultural land
use activities affecting the catchment of Mammoth
Cave.

At the same time as the Mammoth trace, different
dyes were also injected into WI83 stream sink and
Forest Grove stream sink. These dyes were not
detected at Lake Cave or Conto Spring. No dyes
were detected in Connelley’s Cave or Bob’s Hollow.
Sampling for the dyes continued for 13 weeks.

The results have improved our understanding of the
cave system and will contribute to the protection and
sustainable management of groundwater resources
and associated ecosystems in this area. Further water
tracing studies are planned. n

Stefan Eberhard
Research Officer, CaveWorks
February 2001

Related photographs appear opposite.
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