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My apologies to those Societies who have kindly sent contributions to 'Down Under All Over!.Space does
not permit the inclusion of this section in Issue 84.Rest assured that a copious section will be available in
Issue 85.I recently sent a form letter to all member and affiliated societies regarding 'Down Under All Over'.
The response has been good,coming from several new contributors.If your club/society has not sent a precis of
activities to me ,please try to do so.The newsletter is one method by which clubs/societies can keep informed
of each other's activities throughout Australia.Please send also articles for future issues of the newsletter,

Two events in the future are the ASF Comnittee meeting in January,1980,and Cave Convict in 1981.
Inform your delezate to the meeting of your views on any matters you feel should be on the agenda,and he/she
can send this to Tony for inclusion i:’the meeting.

So,participate in any decision making,and contribule articles to your newsletter.The ASF is vhat

you make it.

HRXR . ¥ o W o, HHNM

DEADLINS DATES TOR FUTURE TSSUES ~los.35,86 and 57 ere 15th.October,1st. November,1979 and 1st.March,1980,

respectively,

BRI o W o K HREF
Pditor ASF llewsletter: Rosie Shannon,Z4 McCaul Sireet,Taringa,f.,4068.(07 3708959 ).
Distribution :Tony Culberg,P.0.Tox 37,Lindesfarne,Tas.,7015. (002 438546 ).

Back Issues :P0bin Steenson, 10 Binda Street,Merrylands West,N.S.W., 2160,
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CAVE DIVING IN AUSTRALIA lan Lewis

The following series of articles have been collected together to zive Australian cavers a good
look at Australian Cave Divers and their activities.Cave diving is the realn of a relative few,an& the achieve-
ments are not always well publicized for two rcasons,namely :-

(a) Mot many people have heard about cave diving,or understand what we are doing...

{b) Come of the diccovories that have been made are too dangerous,or simply too advanced for the

information to be widely distributed among divers of only general open-water competence.

These factors have perhaps worked against cave divers a little,in hindering a wider acceptance of
the sport by the public,and even the acceptance by speleologists.It's amazing = I hear speleos who shudder at the
thought of a cave dive,yet are quitc happy to suspend their lives from 2 single rope over a rock ledge,or under
a waterfall.It's really all relativel

However, a little understanding of thec ‘listribution of diveablc caves,and the location of the peo=
ple who dive in them,will help cstablish the peculiarities of this specialized branch of diving/caving.The bulk
of cave diving in Australia is undertaxen in the lower South-East of South gustralia.Within an area of thirty
kilometres by fifty kilometires,there are possibly over 150 caves,fissures and sinkholes that extend below the
wvater table.There are meny sinkholes that reach great depths.5ome exceed eighty metres in depth,and have never
been bottomed owing to the cold water temperatures,and most importantly,the limitations of equipment and the
limitations of the divers themselves.These factors at present restrict safe advanced deep diving here to about
fifty metres,although the recommended depth limit for sinkhole diving,(set by the Cave Divers ' Association of
Australia),is thiriy=-six metres.

The majority of the rest of the caves are enlarged joinis,or medium sized chambers,partly or
completely water filled.Some are very clear,but most have very liberal quantities of fine black silt,resulting
in a further difficulty during exploration.

The lower South East of South Australia is the most popular cave diving area,but diving activity
is restricted by 450 kilometre journeys from Melbourne or Adelzide.There is a'tiredness factor' present even
before the weekend's diving begins,coupled with the nced to leave the area relatively early on Sunday afternoons
to return home,This is the principal reason why so little systcmatic exploration and.recording would seem to have
been done in the area.On a typical weekend,perhaps no more than four hours is actually ever spent in the water,
and often one quarter of this is dccompression time before exieing.It's a slow business, and energy consumingl

There are several other arcas of cave diving in Australia,but none are as easily accessible as the
lower South Fast.Any speleo who has not heard by now ol the underground lakes of the Nullarbor Caves doesn't know
his/her subject! Out therc,highly advanced penetration diving,(i.e. long distance traversing) has been required
to explore extensive tunnels leading off lales.The logistics of.a llullarbor Cave Diving Expedition are large,
and becoming larger.A recent expedition to Cocklebiddy Cave (i1 43) had a supply of twenty-four diving tanks to
be used on an eleven hour exploratory dive,in a sump 2,900 metres long,with only one large gir space-an undis-
puted world recordl The end has still not Leen reached.

In the eastern states of New South Wales,Victoria and Tasmania,cave diving is fairly rare,and prob-
ably rewarding only for fanatics} Sircam sinks and resurgences Torm all the cave diving in these areas,and
srstematic exploratory diving has been done by ASF members at Jenolan,Yarrangobilly,Bungonia,Wyanbene,Cliefden,
Larrangullen, (Hew South Wales),Buchan,(Victoria),and lole Creek,Junee-Florentine,Hastings, (Tasmania). Conditions
are very cold,while passages are very cmall,and usually dirty,requiring a great deal of energy to explore.The two
reports in this issuc give come idea of the differences between lullarior conditions,and cave diving in Tasmania.

The uniaue qualiiy of the lower South zast sinkholes,and the technical challenges of the Nullarbor

diving,place the sport in Australia in a special perspective in world wide terms.le are fortunate to have not one

i
out two special areas to dive in,and cave divers nave a specialduty to ensure that future divers have the same

rivelege-that of being able to eiplore the unknowm for themselves.
[ g
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CAVE DIVERS' ASSOCIATION

OF AUSTRALIA

lan Lewis CAVE DIVERS' ASSOCIATION OF
AUSTRALIA

(Incorporated in South Australia)

This organization was formed in 1973 after a spate of multiple drownings in the caves and sinkholes
around Mount Gambier in South Australia's lower South-Zast,in view of the ominous tareat of clocure of the sink-
holes to all divers by the South Ausiralian Governnment,as a result of public alarm and concern.

The Association runs the only'cave diving,training and testing programmes in Australia,with an emph-
asis on sinknhole diving.Tnis has been ecxpanded into sump and siphon diving,and penetration dives on the Nullartor
Plain.,Over the last few years ,as the quality of divers has improved,and the challenge of new areas has come to
our notice.

Menberst.ip is open to anyone,and training and testing is provided at regular intervals,after the
neaber produces evidence of the successful couapietion of a basic 3CUBA covrse,and produces proof of sufficient
open water diving experience. -

The Association is not a club,out an organization which aims to promote safe and sensible attitudes
to diving in caves ,by publicizing its activities to appropriate interested groups-such as all diving clubs,

ASF affiliated clubs and other caving clubs.It is the desire of the Association that any caver intercsted
in cave divin; should contact the CDAA for information on technigues,required equipment and testing.

There are CDAA menbers in five states-idew South Wales,Victcrie,Couth Australia,Western Australia and
the Australian Capital Territory.loutn Australia serves as the headguarters for the Associction,although it is
the intention to have committces in each state administering and training cave divers,in ways to suit local
conditions.At preseni,South Australia nad Victoria have committees doing this,with individual representatives
in New Soutlh Wales,Western Australia and the Australlan Capital Tarritory.

As its its baseline activity,the CDAA has listed the popular sinkhole and cave diving sites in the
lower South Fast and divided these into three "Categories™ on the difficulties of diving conditions and hazards.
These are as {ollous:=

Category 1. Open sirrhole with no submerged passages,
Category 2., Sinkholes with submerged passages leading off.
Category 3. Waterfilled caves with submerged passages and silting conditions.

2eyond Category 3,there are a nuaber of harder degree dives in adverse conditions in all the cave
diving areas.This type of diving is restricted to advanced cave divers,and is the most serious aspect of the
sport.The CDAl does not atiempt to to test this level of competency,as the demand for such dives by the general
diving cozmunity is almost ail.

For interest,the Categories arc as follows:-

Category 1. Category 2. Catepory 3.

Goulden's liole L3 One Tree Hole L7 Allendale Sinkhole L1

Little 3lue Laxe LI (Wurwurlooloo) The Pines Lé1

ell's lole 14O Ela Elap L1 Fossil Cave L81

Zwens Poris L15% Ten=Zighty L42 Max's Hole L100

{three ponds) 50-61 (Simmson's) The Shaft L158

The 3isters L3 The Bullock Hole L163
The 3lack Hole L47

Piccaninnie Ponds L72
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THE CAVE DIVERS AS30CIATION OF AUSTRALIA, (Continued)

The "L" ,and following numerals have been allocated by CEGSA and have been taken from the Group's
Occasional Paper ilo.5,"South Australian Cave Relerence Book",by I.D.Lewis.

The CDAA has established relations with landowners,Government and private,through a steady public
relations campaign,and constant contact with these through its national committee.In order for a diver to
dive in a Categorized hole,he/she must present to the landowner ,in person ,a sealed CDAA certification .card,
containing a photograph of the holder and stamped in red to indicatz the standard to which he /she has been
trained and tested.Landowners can,and sometimes do,refuse permission to divers about whom they do not feel
confident,or divers who do not present the right credentials.

The CDAA sees as its main aims those of promoting safe cave diving,safeguarding the interests of cave
divers and educating both divers and the public about the rature of the sport,its hazards and its attiractions.

L2 0t SV QUi B R L

PUBLICATICHS AMD TTATION AVATLADLT F20M THI CDAA.
The principal activities relating to the Cave Divers Association of Australia,are set out in the
*Information Bulletin"™ of March,1978.This production covers the following fields:=
Alns and Objectives of the CDAA
The category system for sinkholes and caves
Relations with landownowners and permission to dive
Equipment requirenents

Energency procedures for the Mount Gambier area
Deconmpression tables

This publication is available free to all,from the addresses at the end of this article,

A newsletter,entitled ®Guidelines®™ is also published several tirces a year for members,but indiv-
idual copies can be made available elsevhere as requested.As said before,the aim of the CDAA is to cducate
through communication and training,and not to restrict information to its committee alone.Items featured in
"Guidelines™ are testing prograrmes and the r2levant dates,development in equipment and the use of it,changes
in policy from time to time,vhich affect relations with property owners,and so on.All this ,with articles of
general cave diving interest.

The CDAA organizes a bi-ennicl conference at Mount Gambier in South Australias,and has produced
"Occasional Paper No.1"- a report of the 1977 Conference.In this publication, there are seven topics covered
in thirty-two pages,namely:=

The First Years of the CDAA

A Summary of Australian Cave Diving Deaths
Penetration Diving on the Nullarbor

Cave Diving Lighta

Cave Diving Reels

Geology of Caverns

Mapping of Underwater Caverns

Cost of this Paper is {1 post paid.Orders can be taken at the addresses listed at the
end of this article,The next Conference has been plenned for August 1979,in conjunction with the Annual General

Meeting.

A selection of other cave diving publications can be obtained through the CDAA.Principally,these
are the cave diving papers produced in the United States by the National Association of Cave Divers,(NACD).
Some are very detailed,and are good instruction manusls,while others are conference proceedings of varied
application and relevance to Australia.Work is proceeding slowly on compiling a Handbook of Australian Cave

Py
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PUBLICATICI'S AL IUFOMATION AVAITARIE 7001 TUE CDA\,(Cont.)

Diving to cover the special conditions and developments of the sport in this couniry,but this may not be availaile

for sore tirme et.
The addresses for ordering CDAA publications are as follows:=-

CDAA, CDAA,
P.0.Box 2161 T, P.0.Box 270,
G.P.0.,¥elbourne,Vie,,3001. North Adelaide,S.A.,5006.

L2 2 1 B BN S i

CDAA POLICY ON NULLARBOR CAVE DIVING
P. Stace

Effective from 1.2,78,

Owinr to the increasin~ cave diving interest in %the :1llarbor Plain, a policy has Leen vrepared to pro-
tect the interes® of all parties concermed,and to vromote safe divinz,

In the past,divin~ in this re~ion has beern in reneral, conducted by well prepared ard orranized groups,
It i3 expecied,however, ithat the conpletion of the hirhway will see an iﬁcrcasing nuricer of divers travellin-
throu~h this area,who will atte—nt to dive these caves,

Because of the exirere difference in the tvpe of caves in the.lNullarbor,compared to other regions,it iz
felt the unprevared diver visitor will bte subiect to rreat rick,

To assist and prorcote safety aczong persons wishing to dive these caves,the Cave Divers Association of
Australia,propose the following policy.
THE POLICY

Approval to dive the waterfilled caves of the Nullarbor Plain region will only be given to people compij=-
ing with the following;
1.A11 diving personnel in any party must be financial members of the CDAA,and hold at least a Category 3 Certi-
ficate,
2.A writien report on the intended expedition must be forwarded to the sacretary of the CDAA,at least one
month prior to departure.
Information required in the report is as follows;

(a) Mames and addresses of all diving members of the party.

(b) lames and and address and telephone number of the leader of the party,and any groups,organizations or
c¢lubs associated with the proposed expedition.

(c) Number of any non-diving members of the party.

(d) Purpose of the visit.{e.g.scientific,exploration etc.)

(e) Names of caves and expected dates of the visits.

(£) A brief description of the diving methods to be employed,equipment to be taken,experience of members,
(e.g. rock climbing,caving,first aid,etc.) to give the Committee an overall view of the preparatiod
and experience of the partiy.

APPROVAL

Approval will be given in writing by the Committee subject to permission to enter properties being given
oy property owners,the appropriate government department and or private organizations having an interest in the
caves, {e.g. Speleological Groups.)

Approval will be denied any individual or group,who, in the opinion of the Committee,is not sufficiently
competent to undertake safe cave diving in this area.It is envisaged that the Committee may make suggestions,

which will nake the expedition safer and more enjoyable.
* R R R L R, KRR
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CAVE DIVING EXPEDITION - THE NULLARBOR P.Stace

PERSONELL:- Ron and Robyn Allum,(S.A.formerly N.S.W.),Phil Prust,{3.A.),Peter Stace,(S.A.),Allan Grundy, (N.S.W.),
Joanne Drayton, {}.S.%.),Roger Townley,(7Vic.).

The following is a brief summery of a cave diving expedition to the Nullarbor region,with the main purpose
being to further explore 'Cocklebiddy Cave', (il 48).Several other caves were visited however,the first of the.others
on the agenda veing 'Tommy Grahams Cave',(¥ 56),which provided a good'warm up' since the water temperature is a
mild 23.5 degrees C.Even though the access is difficult into this cave,flve dives were accomplished,and included
a small amount of further exploration,and the establishment of two RDF points,with an RDF that was waterproof,
built by Ron.(RDF is Radio Direction Finder for locating points on the surface,that correspond exactly with
points underground.)

After three days at 'Tommy Grahams',having acclimatized ourselves to the unpredictable Hullarbor condit-
ions,we proceeded to'Cocklebiddy Cave'l This cave had previously been penetrated underwater a distance of just
over one kilometre,by a joint S.A. and W.A, group in 1976.Some of the members were in this party.

After the arduous task of transporting equipment into the cave,the first dive was made to a distance of
420 metres,where full tanks with repgulators attached were left,to form a tank station to be used in future dives.
The next days dive was to a distance of approximetely £00 metres,where a long air chamber exdsts.At the far enl
of this was secured the guideline.?ith these two preparation dives completed,the next dive would be the 'PUSH!
dive,in which two teams,the first of two divers,and the second of three,would set out.The first two divers werc
porters,and carried full single tanks,but breathed off twin tenks on their backs.The other three divers set off{
with twin tanks on their backs,but carried a single tank each,from which they breathed.it the long air chamber
reached the day before,the two teams reorganized,the two porters giving the two penetration divers,the full sine
gles,which they had carried in,and taking the partly used single that the penetration divers had used to get to
the long chamber.The third diver of the second grcup was only to go as fas as the next alr chamber,and thus re-
muired no change over single.At this point,the porter divers roturmed to the beginning,and the other team set
off to the large rockpile air chamber,where all the equipment of the two penetration divers had to be carried
over the loose,steep rockpile.Once over the other side,the two divers set off, now breathing off their unused
twin tanks,while the third diver awaited their return.A further 350 metres were explored,with no eond to the
tunnel 1in sight,making a total distance of approximately 1500 nmetres from the main cave chamber.The time taken
was six hours and forty minutes to accomplish.In all,eighteen tanks were used on this one cave dive,with a
further three in reserve in the main chamber,totalling twenty-one.Considerable effort had to be employed to
carry these down the loose,steep rockpile into the cave,

A further two dives followed to retrieve equipment,and to establish an RDF point on top of the rock
pile,approxinately 1,000 metres in,

From 'Cocklebiddy Cave',the group made its way to 'Weebubbie Cave!,()2),making a short stop at
Nurra~El=Elevym', (¥ 47),for one quick dive,during which no further passages were found.

On arrival at 'Weebubbie!,the exhausting work of carrying equipment into a cave had once more to be
dealt with.After accomplishing this task,a dive was made to a maximum depth of twenty-seven metres,as far as tic
air chamber.During the dive,spare tanks were lef! near the beginning of a hugh tunnel,leading away from the main
tunnel, (named 'Railway Tunnel').Further tanks were left near the beginning of the dive for decompression purposcs.

With the preparation dive completed,two penetration dives followed during the next two days,revealing
that the 'Railway Tunnel! becomes gradually smaller to a depth of forty-tiwo metres.At this point,it becomes
dangerous to proceed any further.Other small side tunnels were explored however,and these too, appeared to ter-
minate in low flat tunnels.

The last cave to be visited was 'Warbla!,(!1),which was the most difficult of access.Zven on the
shallow side of the doline, a sheer drop of twenty=-three metres must be overcome.3ecause of the obvious problenms
of transporting heavy equipment into this cave,only one dive was conducted.lot all problems were overcome after
entry,since the lake to be dived lies at the bottom of a steep slope of bat guano,which slides down and con-
verges on the lake,even before the divers enter the water.

This was the final cave dive of the trip.In suzmary,'Cocklebiddy Cave' stands out as having the zost
potential,as it seems to go on,at virtually the same bearing.It must be noted,however,that this was a highly org-
"anized expedition,and the accomplishments were earned throuzh planning,and hard work.Cne is advised to be thorcui-

ly prepared.

HRRE o F o B HHER
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NOTICES & NEWS

TIE PALAWAT S¥PTOTTION
Two to Six weeks from December 31,1979.

Cost includes air fare,trancfers and six nights accommodation in a first class hotel.Costs on the island will

be between 330 and 3150 per week.Costs may drop considerably if new airfares are announced before December,1979.
Cost: 28 days 3979.
35 days $993.

This is an expedition into a remote wilderness area for those interested in zoology,bot-
aty,speleology,anthropology,archaeology,ornithology,scuba diving {and cave diving),marine life,insects and tutt=
erflies,mountaineering,bushwalking and conversation,

Palawan is the westernmost island of the Philippines.It measures 425 kilometres by 40 kilo-
nmetres, and is surrounded by an archipelago of 1,769 islands and islets.A chain of unexplored rugged limestone
mountains(new to speleology) runs the entire length of the island.

Palawan is the home of an exotic flora and fauna found nowhere else.It abounds with
btutterflies and birds.The forests are populated with many animal species unique to Palawan.In the Tabon Caves
remains of paleolithic man have been found,that are said to pre-date,and have connection with the Australian.
Adoriginal.deep in the forests of the south is a tribe said to be culturally the world?s oldest.There are
eighty-one different cultural groups who live together in peace and harmony.Very little research has been done
on the island,and only the coastal areas have baeen explored.The island is honeycomved with caves that were once
used as burial sites for a people who oburied their dead in clay Jars.There are thought to be dozens,if not hun-
dreds of these caves undiscovered.The classic is 3t.Pauls Subterranean River,which is easily navigable for at
least four kilometres,and only part of the main river has been explored.The source has not been found,out legen:
has it that it comes from a large underground lake that can be reached through a sinkhole about eight kilemetre:
directly inland.The river passes through enormous cathedral like caverns,with gigantic living formations throu- =
out.

Traditional EZxplorations is working in co-operation with the Government of Palawan,
Pnilippine Airlines,and various societies and educational bodies in both the Philippines and Australia.We will
collect information on the island,prepare reports,make films and generally assist tha Government of the Philipp-—
ines in their plans to preserve parts of Palawan as a wilderness sanctuary.

On the island,the expedition will divide into small groups ,of sinmilar interest.Co-ordin-
ation of the expedition will be from Puerto Princesa,but base camps will be set up all over the island.Groups
can choose where they want to go.Participants can also visit other islands of the Philippines,but will be
expected to coniribute to reports which demonstrate the worth of this rare and beautiful wilderness.All costs
will be worked out on a co-operative besis.Menbers should be prepared to contribute 3150 per week for living
*xpenses,however it is hoped that the cost will be only 3 80 per week.

If you are interested,contact Tom Hayllar,{S5SS),
23 Burrawong Rd.,
Avalon,N,.S,.W.,2107.Ph:(02)933 484.

CHINA TOUR
There are several vacancies left on the tour of karst in China.Details were in Issue 83,ASF Newsletter.
Please contact John Dunkley,(062)810 664,before 15th.October,

UZAd ASSOCTATS 1T 3BIRS OF ASF
Hlorth Queensland Speleo,Assoc, Mt.Isa Caving Club,
1 Boden 35t., 92 Emu St.,
Edge Hill,Cairns,Q.,4870. Mt.Isa,Q.,4825,
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NOTICES AD NEWS (Cont.)

AST COMMITIER MIRTING, January, 1980,
Lloyd Mill,who is making the arrangements for the Committee Meeting at Buchan,Australia Day weekend, 1980,
advises that he has had only two replies about delegates.Could you please inform Lloyd at the address below,

as soon as possible,as to whether you are (a) coming,{b)bringing family ete.? This is especially necessary ,as
accommodation and food is to be organized.
Reply to: Lloyd Mill,
19 Regent St.,
Ascot Vale,Vic.,3032.

LiZW SECRETAY FOR ASF 7

Tony Culverg advises that he will not be standing for re-election as Secretary for ASF.He fe:.l:
that as he has held the position for six years,it is time for someone else to have the opportunity.Start thinkingl
Tony has done such a good job in the time,it will be a "hard act to follow.

TASMANTA

National Parks and Wildlife Service,Tasmania,is proposing to implement a permit system for all caves un’ ¢
its control.In elfect,this will transfer the right of access from the various clubs to !PW3. Details,when finali-
ised,will appear in this newsletter.

INTERATIONAL PUNLITATIONS
Two publications have come to my notice.Firstly,from the International Speleological Union,the publicaticn

being"Speleological Ceaventional Signs™,in French,Zhglish and Gerzan.This publication consists of thirty pages,
with plates.The cost is twenty French francs,and includea postage.The method of payment they suzgest would be -
an overseas bank draft.Send to : C.ZeR.G.Au(C.E.R.0%L),

BP 5060,

34033 MONTPEILLIER Cedex,FRANCE.

Again from the International Union of Speleology,the publication entitled Speleological Abstracts.The titlic
speaks for itself.It is published twice yearly,out can be subscribed to at ary time.Annual fee is Swiss Fr.13.
Send to :Commission de Bibliograpiie,

Union Internationale de Speleologle,

¢/~ Universite de Heuchatel,

Institut de Geologie,

11,rue E.Argand,CH=-2000 NZUCHATIL 7 Switzerland.
This publication is in French and “nglish,

CICLECAVING A FACT OF LIFT,

Roman Lichacz,(NSWIT33) reports,"It has been expressed that caving trips may become very restricted by
petrol rationing and the inherently high costs of petrol,but I have news for those who subscribe to those ideas.

In May,1979,after finally deciding to re-join the Bicycle Institute of New South Wales,I was sonehow
comerced into leading a cycling trip(September 1 st.and 2 nd.),with a caving trip at the end of it ,as an exper-
iment into the feasibility of combining the two.I was also asked to write an article about the trip.
. The trip was to have been in conjunction with lNSWITSS,but owing to prior committments of the cyecling
members of the Soclety,I was the only member of NSWITSS to atiend.. .

For en initial outlay of 529 (front panniers) and $33.75(back panniers),plus the bike,it is very cheap
compared to the outlay of a car and running costis.

(Contirued on page 10.)

o




“"WHAT A GREAT WAY TO FILL A WALL!"™

Jpeleo Prints

WV1 WHS

from

Poulten's Speleo Prints
P.0O. Box 120
Nedlands

Western Australia
Australia 6009.

Furchase a spectacular Speleo Frint amd you help further the airms of speleolgy in Australia,
From the purchase price of $18,00, the funds of the Australian Speleological Federation receives $2,00
while the Speleological Research Group Western Australia receives another $2,00,

The glossy, full=-colour Print (508mn x 608mm - 20" x 2L"), when posted, will come to you in a heavy duty
cardboard tube, guaranteed undamaged To the point of departure only, 4 maximum of four (4) Frints can be
sent in the same tube for postal econonmy,

Bach Print will be accompanied by full mounting instructions and a self adheasive title block explaining
the subject as well as where and when it was taken,

A1l remittances to be made payable to; N.Poulter - Speleo Prints, marked NOT NEGOTIABLE .
Prices quoted are in Australian dollars and subject to change without notice,

Fostal Charges - per tube
Western Australia =~ Rail.. 70c
Eastern States - Rail.. 80c, Air Mail,. $1.20
Cverseas - Surface,. $1.00, SAL.. $3.50, Afr Mail.. (USA-Canada),$6,30,..{UK).$6.40,.

SAL denotes Surface Air Lifted to UK, USA, Canada, 1taly, Netherlands, Greece and Federal Republic of Germany
Postal insurance, add $2.,00

The first letter of the code numbers below signify the state or area where the pnotograph was taken, the
second letter denotes Vertical or Horizontal format, T = Tasmania, S = South Australia, N = RXullarbor
Plain, W = Western Australia,..

™ 1 G2ft, ladder drop, Khazad Dim. W 1 Straw on calcified tree root, Labyrinth Cave
fustraliats deepest cave multi prize winner .
TH 2 Shawls in the Forbidden City, Kubla Khan, W 2 End of Straw, Calgardup Cave
TV 3 The'waddle 'n Splosh', Exit Cave multi prize winner
Australia's longest cave. W/ 3 Straws and Helictites, Crystal Cave
v L The Pendulum , Exit Cave prize winner
TV 5 Gypsum Tree, Edfe's Treasure, Exit Cave WH 4 Helictite, Crystal Cave, see cover, The

Western Caver Vol, 18 #2, August 1978

WH 5 Calcite Crystals, Crystal Cave see cover,
The Western Caver Vol.17 #4, March 1978

TH 6 Sypsum Flower, Edie's 'I‘reasure, Exit Cave

SV 1 Entrance to Punyelroo Cave, see ccver ASF

newsletter #3L~36 for similar view WH 6 Cave Pearls, Crystal Cave see cover, The
western Caver Vol,ih #4, Jan/Feb, 1975
NH 1t The Lake, Weebubbie Cave WH 7 Abandoned Stream Passage, Giant's Cave see

N{ 2 The Terminating Dome, Abrakurrie Cave cover Helictite Vol.15 #1, 1977

M¢ 3 Entrance to Murra-el-Elevyn Cave and = for the bottom fanciers

WE 8 The view of a tourist in the 'Crawl! Yallirgup
Cave,
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UOTICIS AMD UEWS (Conts)

CAVECYCLING~A FACT OF LIFZ, (Cont.)
The cost on the train to Couldburn was lessened by catching the train from Liverpool,(31.,50).Vho knows ? If

enough groups lobby the Government,bikes may even be free on trains someday.The experimental trip only consistcl
of fifty-seven kilometres of riding,with over half of this distance on reasocnably good gravel roads.

As all cavers know,there is more to caving than a hand held torch,some old clothes and camping
equipment,as used on all cycle touring irips.3o,as well as a change of clothes,tent,tent fly,sleeping bag,the
;niversal mini frying pan and sandwich maker,the jaffle iron,bowl, airebed,raincoat ,soap and food,I carried on
oy body a helmet and wminer's lighiing system, a water bottle,and in the panniers the Bungonia Book,overalls,fivee
metre tape,dynamo light,gloves,and a camera to prove the exisicnce of the Bungonia cycling trip.I brought no
heavy caving equipment,as tnis was mainly an experimental trip.l did orinp iwo spare helmets for people driving
down on Saturday.

Well,on with oy story.On Friday night the inevitable rain,which seems to follow me around a lot,cazc
as we were leaving Gouldburn Station.It decided to stop when everyone was inside their tents.In the morning we
set off,with some of our group including me,having had only a few hours'! sleep.

We had lunch upon arriving there,and caved for sbout three hours,and then did a walk around Bungenia,
but fatigue set in on me,In the morning,Je did two fairly energetic caves for about threoe hours,had lunch,then
headed out to llarulan to catch a train back to Syiney.

CONCLUSIONS A ROCOI2TTIDATIONS

1.This is a general reminder to all cyclists and cavers that a good,but expensive cuperdown or dacron

sleeping bag is necessary.This lack of one was the rcason for all the lost sleep on ths Fridey
night.

2, The helmet and miners'light can cost up to 3100,but it was ih¥ best light we had that Friday night.

3. It is of the utmost importance that you try to place your bike in the Cuard's Compartment with the
Guard,rather than in the unguarded one,as we very expensively learned.Some "fellow" cyclists went
through our panniers and stole a dolphin torch,a bike's *Wonder Light'! and a pair of trouser clips.

4e The old brand of bicycle tyre with very thick tread has to be recoamended on gravelly roads to pre=
vent flat tyres and to keep better traction on the road.I know this from pcrsonal experience,l have
never had a 'flat? yet,except when I wore the tube away around the valve ,vhich was rusty.

5+ Newcomers to cycling should practise for rough roads by riding cross country as zuch as posaible be-
fore a trip to gain confidence on gravel roads.

6. To those who drive to caving areas,do not pass cyclists too fasi,as this kicks rocks into the body of
the cyclist,

-7« The most inmportant recommendation is that the car can't be replaced completely for safety's sake.
When the enormous weipghts of ropes and ladders are considered,along with the long distances which
have to be covered to obtain access to caving arecas,and the short time which is available,a car must
be considered.3o,I believe that cyclecavers should share the petrol money of a medium sized vehicle
to carry the caving gear,while they carry the camping gear.This should ease the load of cyclecaver:
considerably,and they will still be capable of going caving when they reach the area.

In conclusion,I should say the experiment was a complete success,even though the other three cyclists
opted to place their panniers into the car for the trip to Marulan.I hope I have introduced a new word into the
vocabulary of cyclists and speleologists alike ~CYCLECAVER.

Thanks to Maree,Ian,Jerry,Joanne,David and the Bicycle Institute for their attendance,and being the
guinea pigs in an experiment which didn't hurt too much after all.® '

3.2 1 I S R 2

OBITUARY

The members of the Central Queensland Speleological 3Society express thier deep sympathy to the Kersoy
family at the loss of the late Mrs.Adela Kersey.Mrs.Kersey is survived by her husband 3ob,son John (Mackay)dau ior

Rhonwen, (Mrs.Miles Pierce,Melbourne) and four grandchildren.The family is well known through caving circles in

fustralia.During the early years of C(SS,Adela provided valuadle service in the capacitics of Lecretary and Troasite

er.iler loss will be felt Ly many cavers.

- QM"‘: N
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CAVE DIVING IN TASMANIA P.Stace

During February,1978,a small group of South Australian cave divers travelled to Tasmania for the purpsce
of exploring several water filled caves.Three basic areas were visited and although some basic similarities ex-—
ist,each area needed differing techniques,and hence I shall discuss each separately,and in chronological order.

ARFA 0il%~ Morthern Central Tasmania.

This was the area f{irst visited after arrival at Devonport.In this region,an extensive area of caves

exist,one of which we were principally interested in,named *Kubla Khan'.This cave has an active stream called tn:
Alph River,vwhich flows through much of the cave and disappears "under a wall" at the sump.At the other side of ino
hill from the main cave,a stream appears {lowing out of the hillside.Since the sump and the efflux are in a line
and dye tests had proven very successful,it was almost certain that it was the same stream,and connection could
be possible using SCU3A. :

Our task was to dive up the underground river from the efflux,and from thence hopefully into Kubla Kran
which was estimated to be about three kilometres awayl

One attempt had been made several years before,and another more recently.Althoush only short penetration
had been made,the information gained by these proved very useful in the planning of our dives.Along with improve!:
equipment ,ve also had to our advantage the fact that the water level in the efflux had droppedi dramatically, be-
cause of excavations of the river bed at the efflux by local cavers.During the previous attemptis,the water level
could have been as much as two metres higherend so much of the passage they were forced to dive,could now be nerni-
iated by rubber raft as far as 100 metres upstream,where the roof meets the water level,It i3 this point which I
refer to as the ducirunder,vhere we submerged and the diving began.

On the first dive,after initially setting up the guideline,the tWo divers,Phillip Prust and Peter Stac:,
set off.Both used manifolded twin tanks,octopus regulators,and thirty watt sealed beam torches.This tunnel was o=
nlored for 330 metres,and it was found to include several air spaces,one up to fifty metres leng and in areas fiva
wetres high.Most air spaces,however,vere either just high enouzh to surface in or too shallov to do 3zog.

The general conditions were:-inier —the visibility was four to five metres upon entry(saximun),turbid,
no noticeable flow,temperature at nine degrees celsius,with the visibility on exit at one half to two metres.
Tunnel-it followed generally the same bearing without any distinct bends or deviations.The bottom was mainly mud
and sili covered rocks.The wall and roof had very loose crumbly coating which disintergrated and fell in large lunns
adding to silting.The total distance froa cave entrance penetrated was 430 metres,with a duration of fifty~five
minutes. A
On the second dive,(Peter Stace and Zon Allum),twin tanks were used again,but the main lights were chenc-
ed to lower amperage to give longer durations,From the duckunder,the two divers swam up the tunnel past the 330
metra point reached the previous day,to the end of the first reel at 400 nmetres.dnother reel was joined and twenty
metres further on ,a larger air chanber was entered which had a small rockpile collapse blocking the river,With~
out removing their equipment,the divers made their way out of the water and proceeded down a dry mud floored pasu=
age to water again.Continuing along this lower wet section,they came into a wider and higher chamber at the begin:-
ing of which was a very oozy deep mud.Great difficulty was encountered in negotiating this section,and eventually
the twin tanks had to be removed and only snorkel equipment and lights carried.In this chamber a szall {low meand-
ered its way through five metre high mud banks,with the ceiling above being thirty to forty metres high,with larce
decoration,especially in ithe upper reaches.

Once through this chamber,the passcage again became smaller and continued on partly dry and partly wet,.o
a point where the roof met the water level.It could be seen that the tunnel continued underwater but further explor-
ation would require tanks.

The divers returned to the efflux entrance after two hours and thirty=-five minutes,having penetrated
1300 metres from the entrance.

On the following day,the cave which we were hoping to dive into was visited and the sump of the river
inspected so that it could be recognised,if we were able to dive that far.Ten and a half hours were spent under; T=-
ound in the remarkable and unforgettaole Kubla Khan,

On the third dive(Ron illum and Phillip Proust),because of the difficalty encounitorad in the ooy ~uil

v




15, ASF NEWSLEITTIR Go. 34 (1979)

CAVE DIVING T TASMANTA (cont.)

during the previous dive, a change of equipment was made.Both divers took two single tanks and regulators in a
double back pacl,as well as an extra single back packe.

On arrival at the rock pile,they removed their unused single tank from the double pack and fittod
it into the single pack.They now had one tank to carry through the mud to the 1300 metre point reached previous-
1ye

Because it was not known accurately how far from this point into the main cave,each diver had two
gxtra torches and a reel holding approximately 350 metres of line,totalling 700 metres altogether.To their
amazment however,they entered Kuble Khan after travelling a mere thirty metres more than reached the previous
dive.The total dive time was four hours,and estimated penetration distance from the entrance of the efflux to

Kutla Khan was 1330 meires,much shorter than anticipated.

AXTA TWO - Lower Senbral Tac-ania,

This cave systcam is similar to that of the first area,with a river appearing from & hillside,tiis
river presumably coning from caves.Dye tests had also becn conducted here but the results had not been as favcir-
cble as with the Alph River,Still the possibility of connecting lkmown caves or finding virgin cave exdsted.

The first dive (Phillip Prust and Peter Stace),in Junee-Florentine Resurgence,was an explorato.y
dive to locate the most likely math to foilou.Only single tanks were used,but even so, making headway upstree-
was difficult against the sirong flow.We were told later that this flow was lower than normall Once inside th:
cave as far as could be walked or swun,the dive began throush a small section of longitudinal passages,and th-n
into a downward sloping horizontal formation to a maximum depth of fifteen metres,This deepest point had a
sravel bed and it could be seen that the {loor began to slope upwerd ahead.The divers returned having only
penetrated fifty metres froa the start of the dive.Time taken was twenty miputes,but even so the effocts of toc
cold water wero noticeable.Cnly six derrees Celsius.3ilting had also been acute,with entrance visibility of lcos
tian three metres and exit visipility of nil to one metre,since the silt disturbed flowed out at the same pace
25 the divers were carried.

On the second dive (Ron Allum,Phillip Stace),because of the silting problems and the comparativi-
17 small nature of this cave ,it was accomplished by using two single tanks and regulators in a double back pnciz,

Entry was nade alonpg the same course as previously,and once the deep gravel bed area had been
reached, the divers continued to their left,trying to follow the poorly defined wall up the slope.A dead end w-c
reached at a depth of eleven metres with a very silty floor.The line was then retraced back to the gravel bed
and from there the right wall was followed.This eventually led to a tunnel-like passage approximately three
cetres wide and two to three metreshigh in twelve metres of waler.Travelling along this passajze,several squeerc:s
were encountered and eventually the line had to be tied off,so as to ensure that the correct way out could be
found during nil visibility.

A total of 120 netres,from the start of the dive inside the cave , was penetrated taking thirty
nimutes.This was the last dive attempled here since it had become apparent that there was little chance of
breaking through in comparison to the hazards of cold,poor visibility,strong flow and the small and treacherous

nature of the cave,

TIIRD ARTA =South fast Tasmania.

Once again this was in an area of extensive cave systems, with streams'flowing through the

nountains'.This time the dive took place fronm the upstream sump in Entrance Cave,hoping to locate the downstrean
efflux in Exit Cave.

After a very pleasant walk through the rain forest,Entrance Cave was located,by a stream making
its way into the large entrance.From the entrance we made our way through several large chambers and passages
to a section where a very recent collapse had occurred.We and our equipment descended throuszh this.Off the small
chamber below was the sump to be dived,but because of its smallness only one diver could safely procced,Using &
tuin fifiy cubic foot tanks,Ron headed off down the sump disappearing into the tea=coloured wacer (stained by
tutton grass).After a few ninutes he signalled he had surfaced further along ths rif%,and within ten minutes z2

turned Lo the sump.He had travelled approxinately thirty metres into an air chamber,which had ohvious cirns

o]
[V

oeen visited by dry cavers previously.Cnce out of the eollapse nrea,ve set off o {ind the roint to
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CAYVE DIVING I'! TASMANTA (Cont.)

which Ron had dived,not being sure if it was in this same cave or another.As it happened,the point was located in

an area at the bottom of a deep canyon in the same cave,and though a connection between two caves was not found,nt

least we elininated another possibility.
The rest of the day was spent further exploring the cave,which contains some very interesting sirc-m
passages including several waterfalls and many pools which reflect the lights of the numerous glow=-worms.

A RETURY TQ ARTA ONE

Whilst reurning to the north in readiness for our departure,Phillip Prust and I decided to use somu of
our spare time in exploring a waterfilled cave which we had seen during the first part of our trip.This cave w2z
not unlike some of those found at Mount Gambier.The entrance was through a doline collapse down a wire ladder
approximately seven metres and straight into the water which was in total darkmess.Underwater the cave extended
longitudinally and down to a depth of fifteen metres, at which point it was blocked with debris.Once again,looce
crumbly walls were encountered and visibpility was reduced from three metres to nil.

Only fifteen minutes were spent in this cold black hole,which was rather a low note on which to
finish a fairly successful expedition.

In conclusion,I would like to thank members of local caving groups in Tasmania for their assisste
ance and guidance without which the expedition would not have been possible.

RN . N o B NEER

BOOK REVIEW

"Caves in the Sovict Karst" by R.Rodzinsii,The Georrenhical ln-nzine,March 1979, pp.417=419.

If you think that 300 kilometres of cave i3 more than enough to boggle the mind,how about 500 kilow
metres ? That 1s the estimated length of the longest cave in the worldif,and when, a connection is made between:
piinlstic Cave and Ozierna Cave in the Western Ukraine near the border with Rumania.The two cave are formed i-
a Tpsum formation,and are at present about one and a half kilometres apart.Optimistic Cave has a lmown lengtn
of 127 kilometres and is the second longest in the world; most of this has been discovered in the last twelve
years, gso the 500 kilometres estimate may not be too 'optimistic! |

John Dunkley.

RRAR o R LW, ERER

PSZCDOSCORPIOIS WANTED

Professor William B.Muchmore is studying pseudoscorpions of Australia and would like to see any spcci=-
mens that cavers might collect,either inside caves or outside.

Specimens collected should be preserved in seventy percent alcohol and, together with locality details

date of collection and name of collector,and sent to:
Professor W.3.Muchmore,
Department of Biology,
University of Rochester,

Rochester,llew York, 14627, U,S.A.
’ ’ P = John Webb.

2 o 1 JUFE RPN S fia

Information about CAVE CONVICT in Issue 85.
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Worldwide success on expeditions

s -
B 10 m g 2640 kg, Elongation 100 kg/2,5 %, 300 kg/9 %.
8 Superstatic Weight 60 g/m, Breaking elongation 29,5 %. Extra strong mantel for use of
: prusik devices. Colour: white
11 mm Kernmantel, Breaking strength 3150 kg, Elongation 100 kg/2,5 %, 300 kg/9 %.

Superstatic Weight 75 g/m, Breaking elongation 30 %. Extra strong mantel for use of
rusik devices. Colour: white

AVAILABLE FROM

MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT PTY. LTD.

17 FALCON ST., CROWS NEST. (02) 439 2454
62 CLARENCE ST., SYDNEY (02) 29 4840

Send for a free pricelist.




BUSHGEAR »y...

sell practical high quality clothing, boots, gear, books
and maps for all Outdoor People.

Sleeping
bags

for all
occasions

Down or
Synthetic
fillings

Sigg Aluminiunr bottles |
watertight and . . .
fuel-tight, Made in Switzerland

Ski Touring is going places and Bushgear can help you get JUMAR Patent applied for

th%re and back with a full range of Touring skis, boots, bindings For ascent and descent operations on
and waxes.

Wool Clothing-best for Australian wet-cold conditions—shirts, ropes. The universal and compact rescue
breeches, pullovers, socks, balaclavas, mittens, underwear. device in pocket-size
Down Clothing-lightest insulation for dry cold such as Ideal for

mountaineers — expeditions — cave explorers — rescue

Himalayas—duvets, trousers, boots, mittens, waistcoats.

Synthetic filled-good designs can offer a reasonable
compromise.

Wind and Waterproof outer clothing of oiled cotton japara
or good coated nylon—-parkas, overtrousers, gaiters, mittens,
overboots.

plus packs, tents, stoves, compasses, whistles, survival bags
and blankets, sleeping mats, cooking gear, ropes, chocks,
tapes, karabiners, iceaxes, crampons, icescrews, mountain
skis, caving ladders and lamps, prussikers..

Write for our catalogue (please enclose 80c, refundable
on purchases) or call upstairs at

46 Hardware Street,

Melbourne 3000
Phone 67 3354 or 677966
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