~the Clifden. Caves,
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Althoughy the appearance of the last Newsletter
was sudden and unexpested in some quarters, it was
well received; so well that we ran to a second
edition, The appeal for material was met with an
overwhelming response, A8 there is too much for
publication a-lot of edlting has had to be done and
more space has been allotted to the newer societies.

Many cave explorers coming to this ccantry to
settle are not aware that +here are extensive soc~
leties or even worthwhile caves in Australia,Usually
1t 1s only by accident that we come in contact with
this valuable '"mew biood', Therefore we appeal to
¢} numerous overseas readers o publicize our act-
ivities and to suggest that intending Australia-~
bound travellers contact the Seeretary of A.S.F. for
further information., Active groups are now established
in all capital citles and some country centres,

PLEASElRETURN TO
VICTORIAN SPELEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATIC

A,S.F,Business:—~ The Secretary, Peter- Aitken, 1s at
present collecting insects on Mornington Island .
(Gulf of Carpentoria). But expects to return :to
Adelaide by the end of this month. Please be patient

_Af you are expechlng a letter from him, -

It 1s vital that N, S W. cavers intending to visit
note that the owner, Mr,Dunhill,
on whose property the caves occur, does not want each
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party to be of more than 20 members, Now that the
first revision of the A.,S.F.Code of Ethies,prepared
by Peter McGregor, has been circulated to all soc-
ieties, every caver should familiarize himself with
the COﬂtG s of the code, especially in regard to
co-operating with ownrrs(or governing bodies) of the
l2nd on which the caves occur,

3rd Bi~emniol A.S5.F. Conference - Canberra - »27t‘30t}
December., See enclosed susnlement.We need = :
et . = YOUR help.

Sub-Committee Reports:-

(1). Ethies -.already dealt with. e

(1i) Terminology:- List of Speleological Terms (Partl
has also been virculated to societies. This is the
result of exhaustive work by J.N.Jeunings of the
Austraflinn National University, Ciubprrc, and dis-
cussed at length: at the last executive meeting.Joe
wants comments from everyone. Loock at the llst start
ruminctivug.

(111) Publications:- HMain complaint is the expense of
having to install a larger letter-box! However, the
projected "Walkebout!" orticles have not met with the
desired response, The ultimate fate of .the project
will be announced in the September issue, but q11
materiall received will be used.

(iv) Safety:- The folTowing terse communique has

been received from Des Lyons ( TwC.C, ), convenor

this sub-committeec:- :

A lot of Australiasn cavers know 1itfle or nothing
of. cave woter. Even those who fail to sccord it with
the respect 1t deserves. 1etf -me strike while the iron
1s hekl :

Scené: Exit Cave (Ida Bay. Tasmenia). It-dis-roining
heavily 2nd three téntless covers are cosily c~mped
inside the cave mouth - plenty of wood ond tucker,
and & good fire-going, One. is. in. his.fles. bag.and: the
other two are conversing learnedly =~bout mony things,
ineluding running water 2nd Why sounds of it are
chénging. Changing! Better hove 2 look. Yes, the creel
"was rising but didh't look dangerous.

= >
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"Return to camp. Conversation resumed.Xuite int-
eresting, the sound of water. Funny how it has sud-
denly stopped. Let's see, that could be because the
whole of the 2air srace has been filled - What am I
saying? ... Iuall-in ponvers@tion; race to eréck:
the passage goile, along with six feet of air space:
no dry retreat, none at all soon: frantic rush: sleep-
er uprooted, éjﬁf flung together: splash, jump,
clamber, out; fire-left Toriern."

. Des estim~tes that at a minimum the creek rose 6!
in 15 mins - thelr best estimnte was 8' in 10 mins.
Behind this rise was % mile of broad open cave! Des
goes on to describe a trip to Marakoopa Cave in North
Tas., when conditions within the cave were dry(unusual)

% though it was raining without. After debate the party
turned back at an empty siphon(never ehpty before).
Exploration next day, when 1t wasn't raining, revealed
that the creek beybond the sinhon could overflow into

~the siphon.

Many mainland cavers will say that this worning is
for Tesmanian conditions,. But, last summer was very
dry in Tasm=nio, ond it's often the sudden storm that
breaks the drought.. Des concludes by saying:-"Turn
the figures over in your mind, Eight feet in ten mins;
an inch betweern you and disaester. Then if yﬂu still
find life worth living, TAKE NO RISKS WITH CAVE WATER."
And in dry arcas don't take risks drinking: ove waber.

ok

Society sctivities:- New societies have been formed or
probably will be formed in Port Moresby, Brisbone, and
in Victoria. This will mcarn that we now have caving
groups in all States and most territorics of the Aust.
Commouwealth,
. The Port Moresby Speclcological Socicty(c/- Dept.of

+-— Health —Paort Murpu%y) was fOTICd in Jonuary this year,
So far the mailn scene of operations has been around
the Javaree Rubber Plontations, some 45 miles by rugged
‘mounttain: road from Port Moresby. Quite a 1ot of walking
through rain forest is a prerequtsite to caving here,
To date about 10 caves have been investigated., Inter-
esting stream passogces have been cncountered, so that
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surveying and water tracing is plamnned béfore in
order to investigate.the hydrology of the area,The
caverniferous rock is a highly coitorted dense-lime~
stonc. It is unfossilifcrous andspeculations on it's
age have varied f{rom Proterozoic to early Tertiary.
Bats arc in sbundance, thus bat bauding if projected.
Human remains hiave beeu found in one cave, This soc-
iety, though sm2ll, appears to be very active, They
are building up-contacts throughout the Territorygof
Papua-New Guines, and are pnlanning trips further
field from Port loresby, in areas which are speleol-
ogically "Perra Incognita®, Erta,

Cave diving has not been resticted to nN.S.W.
During the last two years members of the Victorian
Ssub-Aqua Group have -been delving iInto darkened water
i1ii the Buchan zrea. Thelr perscrvererice was re-
warded last Xmas when they dived into the resurgence
of the Murindal River(which flows from under the
Pyramids) and found & high impressive chamber beyond
the siphon., At Easter they continued to explore the
cave assisted by a New Zealamd Speleo., & Pennihe
Caver, and a C,&.G.5.A., member. Up stream progress
was halted by 2 mighty bdéuldér choke - just waiting
to be mobile. The roof of moin chomber is some 60!
above the stream, but an inclired shaft was ascend~
ed ‘to 120! above the stream. No surface 2ir holes
were found, though spasmodic drafts of air have been
observed. With this achievement behind them, the
more cave-minded members of the group together wil
several experience cave explorers have formed the
Sub)Agua Speleological Society of Victoria(just call
them SASS). The emnhasis will be on cave diving and
exploring what lies beyond, but "semi-domp" caving
will not be negleted. ’ %

By now a caving group has probably bgen formed
in BrisbonesInterest secems high. Members of the Uni-

~bushwalkers, the.Underwater Research Group,-and Sc-

outs have been caving for some time. Dﬁhcan McPhee

the spokesman for some of these people has outlined
the zctivities.Geogranhically they have ranged far,
from Gamooweal(nenr N,T.Border), to well into North
N,S.W.Seeing' caves in, such a variety of clim=tes,

glves scope to study of the climatic influence on
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cave development, They have v181t1e6 caves .along the
NS M. /mueenlqn& border, at Texas, and a smell rela-
tively unknown system ﬂt Rqurton' into N.S.W. to ABh-
ford Caves and have searched the 11me stome outcrons
at Tabulon and Glen Lyon without success.There are
promising reports from the Rockhampton area but they
hHave not been fully investigated.At “rpsent they are
cencentrating close to Brisbane. Duncan(15 Carmody Bd.,
St.Iucia, QID.) is anxious for infrrmatiqn of the Timor
Caves near Tamworth. Can you help

V.C.E.S.has been =z2détive lﬂtely with quite a few trlﬂs
S guchﬂn mainly to-the "Trog Dip". As the nnme in-
dicates, thc complexity. of this cave includes scvorbl

- small Sl“h ns. At Easter 2 potholes were bottomcd at

120ft 2nd have lateral extensions at several levels.
Three trips were made west of Melb. to Warnambool dis-
trict- 145ft direct descent was made intc the Starlight
Cave, which has connecticns to the sea. This cave has
vast colony of bats,. cnd accutuloted guano.h.very com-—
plex system at Grasmere Hill also near W°rrnd,,ool Qs
been investigated. ‘

Over haster BL.ELH 0 S-n.ﬁ'rty traversed the wild ond
magnificent cliffs along the western coast of Kangaroo
Isltmd in search of caves in thc consolidated dune
llnestone. The stream pasgage (only one in S.A,)drain-
ing West Bay Ho2low and the big sea caves at the RBavine
des Casoara were visited. The cave further inlsnd from
cape Borda gives promise of further discoveries in this
area. Penguins , after this trip, can be ﬂdﬂe’ to smst.
Cave fauna, and rock climbing se”la. C.E.G.stillbroes
on caving at Curramulka on York Lenlngulﬁ- the last
trin was to excavate material from the Pleistocene bome
beds for carbon doting.Several new caves have been dis-
covered in the Naracoorte area and at Mt.Gembier,(when
a chap loet a stick of geligu1te down a small hole -
wWhen- digging his septie-tankdp .- =

ECL.C. ook ﬁdV“ntube of the dry uummgp’tO do some
work in the Mole Creck ~reai whervre even the Creek that
flows through the Honeycomb Cavern was dry. The Upper
Marakoopa Cave(discovered by Joe Jennings) was invest-
igated, and after 300yds® = daylight.Noted already, cav
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beyond Terrace . Chamber in Marakoopa entered for .
first timeand a large creck was found. The Xmas
trip along the rugged Gordon River was magnific-
ent, caves paltry. The access "track" into Exit
Cove has been cut. Using this new "Kokoda Trail'

it tekes less than 1idays to cover the 6#miles, so
this large and spectocular cave will now be prop-
erly investigated. "The Exit from the Exit Cave"
has already been graphically described. : :

Members of the Coorangbong Society joined forc.
with the Ryde Society over Anzac Weekend - to Clief-
den Caves. They spent some of the time surface sur-
veylng as there anpear to be entrances other then
the well known one, which is padlocked(Key from Mr.
Dunhill). Coor:mngbong have been cave searching ar-
ound Trickett'!s 4rch in the Tuglow area(south of
Jenolan) sand have high hopes.

The Sydney Speliological Society has been ex-
aminihg the Wonbeyan Caves 1n great detail.By using
a multi-scaling pole(up to 60'}in the Fig Treec Cave
they have satisfied themselves that there is little
hope of a "High lecd™ connection with Olympi=m Cave;
the only one is underwater.They are distressed that
a lease to mine murble hos been granted,;though the
area applied for has been reduced. Their main con-
cern 1s that blasting ma&y cause damage in the caves.
S.0.0.00ve placed their views before the appropriste
government bodies.By using scaling poles end invgied

echniques S5.S.S5.have found something new in the
much lockcd ot Drum Cove at Bungonia, They have inv-
estigated 2 hole(in the side of the main shaft),
which is some- 90 werticeldw above the floor and 50!
bedow the cntrance; and leads into a 30! shaft, a
the bottom of which was a passage inclined at 457,
This they followed for 50! when progress was halted
by g2 -concentration. offoul air,.
~« With the start of a new Uni.year,-the Sydney Uni-
versity S.S.have'an influx of new members.On one of
the "freshers" trips they ccme on & new exfension  of
the Mamouth Cave (&t Jenolan), ("the Northern River"),
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which 1s on the central level,but has not been fully
Investigated, New Caves .or extensions are still- turn-
ing up at Jenolan.S.U.S.5.reports of a cave north of
the Serpentime which they didn't know 2bout,though a
chan called Hennings carved his name there in 1888.
Surface manping has been carried cut at Yarrsoroobilly,
end eighteen miles at Cave Creek they have found caves
buE not on-the scale of Y“rr“nhobilly,And thus were
not suitably impressecd.

Little news has filtered through from Canberra,save
that they are preparing for the conference.There was
talk that they were walking into Bendithera at Easter,
as therc are rconorts of mighty Ch¢oﬂ8 in tn Xt area.May-
be some Oof our cavers ore missiagl :

In the last 1ssue it was amncunced that a speleo
group had been formed at Katherine ip N.T.Well they
h“vp now called themselves the Northern Terr.,Speleol-
ogleal Society.BobWren has sent in a very inTormatiwve
intrcductory report  on their activities.limestones in
the area are fairly extensive nnd are of Lower Cambrian
age though in places are covered by siliceous Cretac-
ebus sediment.As caves are hrmdy to Katherine they are
nct golng far afield.Foul air is a major problem~9nd
heat., These cave temperatures 1llustrrte 8 dlfficul—
ties:-Dry scason - minima= 65 F; Maxima

Wet scason = minimosz 86 F, W9x1ma- 98 F Caving
during the Wet season is »retty well nil, unless they
want to stew in their own caves; and then of course,
there is the denger of flooding. Two c&ve systems con-
tain evidence of Aboriginal occunation:-numerous art-
ifacts; long linear marks, which are from shorpening
,rtlf“cts ,or_ actual designs; snd paintings.. 5

e Mestprn nustraliﬁu Sﬂelcologlcﬂl Group rcports
the discovery of a new cave which they refer to as
"Deeondeecup".They rave asbout it's magnificence -but gay
little else. This group is exploring the coastal area
both:. to the north:omd soutit of Perth. They report ex-—
cellent prospects in many area

If your society didn't get.a mention in this issue

.1t's because we didn't hear fProm you. Don't forget we
wont a summary of activities by beginning of Sept. for

o S o R
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Notices:~It is with ‘regret that we ammounce that we
“have been informecd of the death of M.Jean Petrochiles
president of _the Greek Speleological Socicty.

Stop Precs! News has just come to hand that Brien J.
”'L“{ZFw—ﬂd'1glral president of L.S.F. is being hon-
oured by an award -from.the N,S.S5.

Recent ddiberature on Australian C ves:~ Daily B,1960:

L.«M
‘Thj!*ﬁﬂlﬂo, -Llhie EYtith Morsuplial Lion",Aust.Museum
Migazine Vol.13, No,5.This paper by Brian Daily(of
Sﬂutn Aust.lluseun &f° C.E.G.S,5A . .member)} outlines
52 §rnt knowledge of this. Pleistocene marsupial ,com-
monly called "Cave Li ,whose bones nro found in
caves, althougli 1t was not a permaﬂent‘sﬁelian in-
habitant.
Recent Liternture on the use of chemical Uragcers -n

e

Speleoclofy:~ John Haas in the July issue of the
National Speleological Socicuy discusses méthods of
go- tecting fdohrocenne,. Hisible detaecticy s chancey
a1t is difficult"to calenlate The diiuticesiadeor
“between adding LOlﬂt “PQ observation pdint. Then it
has been found that COB cenl oot 25%e e0lour ==
nibitor.Haas then su g ests exposing tne water to
ultra violet light. If fiuocene .s present it will
transmit light. His other suggestion retaing the
dye as 1t passes through it.
Meny suggestions have beefl made recently for using .
inorganic substances{isotpic or non-isotpic) for
trﬂc¢“b, as only smalk amounts are required.:Simple
" chemical *cbtq or a Gelger counter-arc the meons of
detection. However toke kd.b9 & 80 (1)59)Neﬂglctter,
(CLGheed the paperwby Miss Ann M.Williams.She-points
out that many inorgonic substances ore toxic to
adquatic life (both animal cnd plent):For cxomple
0,14 parts of CuSO4 in 2 million parts of thcr are
toxic to trout. T
In.Feb.1960 issue.of.the. "D.C.Spelcograph" (Va. 1Ll ie
they discuss the use of Ethanethoil(C_H_.SH)for trac-~
Ing alr movements in order to find corinecting passe
ages between two caves'.. This is 2 very odourous comp,

m




