XVXVXVXVXVXVXVXVXVXVEXVXVXVXVRVXVXVXVXVXVXVXVXVIVXYV, éyx a
: et SASS
. % © S 8 6 @ ° 8 T N S e PN LSS S LN L0 SN OG IS CONOCeEISEEIPNIOOEESEES
THE NEWS LETEEE
O THE-AUSTR LALILN z
R OCEOGIEL - FEDER LT IOCN

Published Quarterly

SPE

No. 7 March1969

Correspondence to the Secretary: Peter Aitken,
South Australian Museum

.O.

ﬁ

Ldeleide, South Australis®

N

- Publigmtlons Officer: J.David Taylor, ° e <
23 Westbourne St., Prahran East, Victoria, o
.l‘.'.‘....O."...I‘.I....'..OOOIO..'..I..'....I%(:-LD-—)
vXVXVX VXVXVXVRVEVXVIXVXVRVEVIVEXVXVXVXVXVEVXVIVXVIVXVXV V]O

It was decided at the A,S.F. committep meeting in (
- Melbourne earlier this year, that the Newsletter sho
be+issued quarterly to all members of every member
Boclety. It was suggested thot the contents should .
include a summary of society activities, abstracts of
literature received by the librariam,”a correspondcnce =
prec¢is by the secretary, and progress reports from sub- f)
commlttees. This first issue of the Newsletter in a re-L)
orgﬁnlzed form does not completely fulfil the wishes of =
JLhe. OOmmlutee, as there has not becn enough time for
ﬂmmber societies, and other persons, to submitetheir .
fcontributions. I appeal to all concerned to send in

‘material for the June issue as soon as possible(closing
da‘te Muy 1st., )o

A I'. Business:- The Melbourne Committee meeting of

LovosFe was well attended, with delegates from the
Canberra,Coorangbong, Kcmpsey, Newgogtle, Ryde, Sydney,

Sydney Unjversity, South Australian,Victorian,ond West q4
fustrallon societies. Elery Homilton-Smith was elected
president, succeeding Joe Jennings who was forced to
resigy because of his periodic journies to the "back of
-beyond", Peter Altken, of South Australia, replaces.
Elery as Sceretary. Pletce note that all A.S.F.corrcse-
" pondence is to be 2ddressed to the Sceretary, and the
new address is c¢/- South Aust.Museun. However,.material
for publication should be sent directly to David Taylor
who WAS Clﬂctcd Publications Officer.

MELBOURNE, 3001
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The Kempsey and Katherine Speleological Societies
were admitted to.the Federation, The Katherine
Society, though a2 small one, has been active in
the icpressive cawves cof theims distriet for some
time, and of course this 1s the first society in
the Northern Territory. There are now recognised
societies in all States and Territories of the
. Cecmmorwealth except Queensland and New Guinea,
But there is an interested group in Brisbane who
dre hempered by the terrific distances of caving
apreas Jfromsthelir homes. The whole question of the
<xistence of small societies  was discussed. 1t was ,.
pcinted out that it was undesirable to have snall .
groups operab&ng in one ares. As there are alveady
three socicties active in the Sydney distriict, the
application of the Ryde Spel:clogical ASSOCl%tl“n
for A.S.F. membership was deferred, and that they
should consider affiliation with one of the well
established N.S.W. groups. As thers are now ten
societies operatizg in N,S5.W. the need for co-ord
inatioms is obvious. It was suggested that o N.S.W.
.€entral Taving Body be establlished, and G.Parfitt
of the Byde soclety is to act as convenor.

The Third Conference of A, S.F, 18 to be held in
Canberra 2t the end of December this.year. Now is

the time to decide whether you'!ll be there. At this
conference ag little time as possible will be spent
on business and constitutional umcndmcntsw thus give
ing way to discussions de“i.wy of papc¢rs, and s_ocij;'
activities. Post conferpncb fiecld trips in southner

. N.S.W. are plammed. Oune trio willl be possibly in a
remote ”rep which can only be reached after several
days walking. It is hopbd thzt some representatives

of everscas scecictlcs will be able to attend. Any
overscas scclety members who m2y be visiting Austral -
la at the time of the conference are asked to contact
the Secretary of A.S.F, It should be noted that pere—
sons whoare .noct members of recovgniscd :sociectlies, are
not eligible to attend the confbrcncp or take nart 1n
- the related field trips. e

David Drummond of. S.U.S.S. will be presant at the :
International Symposium of Speleclogy at Varenna 1960,

< il
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Sub-Committees Progress Report:~ The Terminology Sube-

Comnittee~was active during the Melbourme Ccmmittce
meeging, as Joe Jennings used all spare time for dis-
cussion of his leatest 1listf and definitions cf spcleo—

. logical terms., The discussions were lively and long,
and meny societles were eéble to alir thelr own opinions.
As. a result the il suggested list and definitions
will be circulated shortly, This is an impratant ¥ask
well done, as now we mey be aklie to achieve a uniform
usage of words and terms amongst members of A,3,.F,.

The Publications Sub-Committee has been ga IV?ﬁﬁsed into
cetivity. At present the primary concerns =re the pro-
duction of thlS Newgletter ond the ambitious rrofect

of having a2 series +f 2rticles and photographs on cav-
ing oublished in "Walkobout™ ( a magazine putlished by
the Austrzlian Notion2l Trovel Association. ) <

In subsequent, issues of this Newsletter it i5 Droposed
t to have 2 more comhrenensiv@ review of caving actlvit-
les in Australia; not only explorztlon, but scientific.
investigation cnd development of new o‘V1ng teehnigues.
This* cen only be realiged if contributions come to
hond, We will he vlemsed to publish requests for inform-
otion and material from Austrhll n Scientific organis-—
ations and Overseas intercsted bodies., Any important
oversens speleologichl news w111 be included, Rcmcmber
this Newsletter hus an oversens

have token place with the Editor of "Walkabouk's Mr,.G.
WoL.Tucker. It is not-ghe policy of "Walkabout" to
cevote en entire issuc to cne subject. (eg.caving),

it wos decided: to submit three articles, ond one will

. b€ published in each of three issues at two monthly .
intervals commencing Deccmber 1960. Thus the original
.propesal to have on orticle frpm each state has had to
be modified ond condensed. The plan now envisaged will
enable perticipation by Lll St tes, and will outline
numerous ospects of ceves znd cdving, The titles, form,
~and methods of contribution.for .the three wrtloles are
outlined below: -

Article 1 "Underground Adventure in Austrﬂli““"‘to be
published in the Dccember issue, will be complled from
*iriformation Suoolled by member 3031et1es of A.5.F.
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Elery Homiton-Smith will writc the actual article,
-We=wont the focks aboubt your-exploration asekri ities-
put together in an interesting style and confined
to one foolscap page typed. Phobographs will be
required which illustrate explor-tion methods (eg,.

- ladder work, rope work, scoling yalvo, surveyling,

- rafting ,Se“rch "nd rescue metho ds, ctve diving,ete,)
«Hhnd new coves ond caves in inubrevtihg places, Would
each societly pleﬁse appoint 2o contributor to work

on this materizcl immedintely.

Article 2. "Man Finds a Cave", which will denl wilk
the early history of exploration and @xnlorabian
in cegtaln caves.Alan Hill,C.E.G.S.A, has basn asked
to contribute material on the fossll mdrsupitl Pu“
‘mains and guana mining in the Naracoorte Caves 1in
South Australia, and to gather photographs as ill-
ustrations. Margaret Inmes (S. U.~.u.)ﬁnd Ben Nurssa
{5+:8+5« Jhave been asked to provide information and
photographs on the early exnlorctlon and develop-
ment of the tourist caves ot Jemolon in N,S.W, -
contrikhution by Dr.A.Gollus summarising his arch=
eological findings in the caves under the Nullagkor
Plains may be included,

Article 3. "Why are there CQVUS?",‘JQ question will
be amswered oriefly and generally be Joe Jennings
or myscii. Rooiﬁ Bailey (J.V.E.o.) will discuss the
from featurcs of some typical (in Hard limestone
- and wet) cove system open toc the publiec at Buchon
Viectorig, whilst Lex Bastion (W.A,)wlll discuss
form feAatures of the caves in the Plelitcesne Dunc
Limestone at Morgaret River (?) Western Australiz,
The decorations in caves will be discussed by Frank
Brown (T.C.Ce.)who will no doubt illistrate his con—
tribution with the fine examples at Mole Creek, Tas-
maniu. -
By this scheme all States are part1c1pat1ng although
Quecnsland and Northern Territory.will receive .ati= _
ention only in article 1, as they do not have tourist
caves. The conbributors for article 2 and 3 have al-
ready been approached. This Newsletter will act as
notice*to societies to contribute intormatlon for

~ A, b
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article 1. The Queensland group are included in
'this reaquest as well. as people..who have caved. in .
out "of the way places. Outstanding photographs are
neéded in abundance, so everyone is invited to send
them in for selection. Not only will photos be re-

*quired to illustrate articles, but also for the

Gamera Supplement in the centre pages of "Walkaboutﬁ

* The preference will be for 8" by 10"(black & white,

prirts showing as much contrast as possible. Attach
information to each photo submitted, to document it
and to identify the pvhotographer. It is probable
that a caving shot will be used as a coloured cover
ohotny for a "Walkabout" issue. Naturally it must be
outstending and. for preference be on 4" by 5"Ekta
€Chrome, though smaller sized.Ekta Chrome may be con-
sidered. All contributions and photos must reach the
publications officer(address on title page).by April
15th as the articles. must be submitted to "Walkabout"

= the end of June. »

It may be possible to combine reprints of the three
artigles. into one booklet which could be distributed
o interested bodies in Australda and overseas, as
well as having copies available for sale, But the
possibility of selling these reprints is subject to
further investigations., It 1s felt that because of
the combined effort involved in this "Walkabout"
project, that 21l remunerations received from the
publishers of "Walkabbut" should go into" A.S.Fafunds.

£he production of a Manual for Tourist Cave Guides
has been postponed.temporarily, though it is felt
that this would be a worthy contribution by A.S.F.
towards increasing knowledge of Australian Caves.

Exploration Activities:- Despite the lack of direct
contributions we have gleaned some news of recent
exploration in Australia, After the A.S.F,. Conference
in Hobart in December 1958, mainland cavers Accome
panied the Tasmanian "Caverneers" to many of the

“‘spectacular-caves on that island, It was not only

sight seeing, but the mainlenders helped the Tas-
manians to continue their systematic cave explora-
tion which they commenced ower 14 years ago, The
thick scrub and rain forest.mske caving in Tasmania
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tough. The deep »ot holes in the Florentine Valley
were visited,Philimger's Cave with its mobile land-
slides was mapped, a@nd Growling Swallet which is
believed to be over 500% déep (deepest in Austoso
far)was partizlly mapped. Mesnwhile a party wa§
fighting through thick scrub in Ida Bay area 13 _

y

:. order to reach the Exit Cave which i§ apparent

linked with the Entrance Cave fomming 2 very latge
system, I% took them nearly 2 days to cover the J&
miles, so they had less *time to cave,By now a more
successful exmedition may have returned from this
avee In the Mole Creek arga Joec Jennings (Canberr?
qnd Dr.Margorie Sweeting (Oxford University) eaprie
out limestone geomorphological 1.0k which -of course
included cave investigation =znd were assisted by
many of the A.S.,F.perty. A notable contribution was
the mapping of the Honeycomb system by Bob Sexton
(CeEsGeSeta) and helpers., This complex system cer-
tainly taxed the South australian Surveylng methods,
but they emerged with an impressive sceries of meps.
Bob says that the job is by no means comolete as
they found more cave tnocn they had time to map, A
more combleto summery- of caving after the Tasmanian
conference appears in the September 1959 issue® of
"Outdoors" in which Harry Frzuca writes up inform-
ation given him by Frank Brownae
T Another place where vegctotion makes caving diffi-
cult is in the hills of ‘the Grect Divide in Northern
Ne.S.W.where the Kempsey Cavers operate. Not only
have they to penetrate jungle-~like growth but it »
always seems to rain when they go out. And appwrer‘
ly when it roins it reclly rains. Further south

where the Gre~t Divide gets hicher around the N«S.W.

~ Victorian border there arec several patches of
caverniferous limestone in the Limestone Creek-—
Quombat Flat area(headwaters of the Murray).Ths
arec was visited _ last Easter by both the Victorian
and Snowy Moumbteinc'! Socleties and many small but
interesting. caves were explored.-The caves are re-

~letively young. Access to this area is difficult,

but the mountain sccnery is- most impressive, and
for those who like to combine caving w1th bushwalk-
ingg this is an 1deal ares. e

- -
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Ariother successful trip to the Nullarbor was accompl-
ished last Christmas, although on 2 smaller scale to
the 1956 epic. C.E.G.S.A. once again orgenised the trip
which was led by Peter Aitken ond attended by 18-cavers
including some from N.S.W. and Victoria. Several good
ethnological finds were made by Dr.Gallus of Melbourne,
and nine new caves were discovered. Much work is still
to be deore under the Nullarbor Plains, and it is sug-
gested that an area director be appointed to assist -na
the organisation of future Nullarboe:- trips. A C.E.G.S.A.
ember 1is suggested as the South Australians hove a2cc-
Wrulated much information 2nd experience on these Plains.
Another trip may eventuate early in 1961,
A C,E:G.S:A. party revisited Kelly's Hill on Kangeroo
Island -at Easter last yeagg They m2de severasl new con-~
nections between caves,.s¥owing once again that this
hill of Pleistocene Dune Limestone has a pretty.well
continuous undulating sheet of caves, By its very nature
much of the rock Is very friable and even 2 blow fly
can cause a minor roof collapse in some placesS.
As glready mentioned, Joe Jennings and Morg rios Sweet-
ing conducted limestone geomarphological studies at
Mole Creek..In the middle of last year they headed
north by west and worked in the Kimberley region of
Western Australia, Joe tellS some hair raising stories
of caves in‘this are2 which are inhabited not only by
snakes tmt also by the small fresh water crocodiles.
No doubt the scientific work done will be published
and will desceribe these caves especially those which
e tuiiiels right across a raenge of limestone "storm-
i2ter drains" for the creeks during the “"wet".They
also visited the Katherine area in the Northern Terr-
itory- and made contact with the local cavers., The caves
in the area are most extensive although some of the
egtensioné are blocked by foul air.

Recent Australisn Literature:-

Jennings, J.N. & Sweeting, M.M., 1959 - The Underground
Breach of = divide at Mole Creek, Tasmaniz, Aust.Journ,
Sei., Vol.21,No.8,p.261., By use of fluocene the authors
have shown that an underground gtream, crosses a limest vz
divide, ralthough they are unable to trace this stream
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from 1its suggested surface origin. The pfésence
of coarse gravels (relics of glacio-fluvial out-
wash fans from the Pleistocene) in the valley of

sadsuggested influx of the stream, has led the auth-

ors to believe that the breqching of the - 'dividemay

f[\fbe more a case of diversion by “lluviutlon rather

N

V]

than by stream capture.

Paddy Pallin, 1959 - Bushwalking 2nd Cemping,6th
edition, This latest edition of Paddy Pallin's
andbook contains a chapter on caving for the in-
experiencedsThis chaptert, "Venture Underground", :
written by Ron Wardrop(S.S.S.),is 2 pleasing add-.,
ition to this book, of, inform&tion and. adviee. on- ~+ -

Australian outdoor nursuits. As bushwalking and

camping are a prerequisite for caving in Australia,
the handbook would be worthwhile reading even if
it did not mention caving.’

Overseas Literature Beceived:- The following pub-

A

lications have arrived and will be forwarded-to
the librarian:-
Acta Geograpica,V(1959)of the Yugoslgv1an Academy
of Science. (oontﬂins no papers with direct bear-
ing on speleology).
Bulletln of the Greek Speleological Soc1ety,Vol
v.pts.2&3. Papers mainly relating to cave morp-
ology;most are in Greek, so translation is nec-
essary before abstacts can be given. -
Bulletin of the South Afpican Spel.Soc.Partl,1960.
Papers- suggest close similarities bebtween cond-
itions in S.Africen caves with those in Sth.Aus,t.,‘
The paper,"Geology of the Makepan and Sterkfonfein
Caves'"by Prof L.C.King outlines his methods of
stratigraphic correlation of cave deposits. It
should 'be read by all who collect bones in caves,
as the implications of where & fossil comes from
is often more important than the fossil itself.
His sequence of deposits 1is similar to that fiound
in some of the caves in drier-parts. of : hustralia.
The peper,"Bat Banding" tells of Sth 4frican pro-
cedure, ”nd"Sn\kes for the Speleologist" is inter-
esting reading. An article on the De Hoop caves '
mentions guano mining, whilst "The Explorstion of
the Sinoia Caves"(Sth Rhodesia)describes diving in
sink holes partially filled with w~ater,
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