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I~ , was decided a t the li .S.F. committee- me eting in uJ w X g 
l1e l bqurne e a rlier this year, tha t . the Newslette r Shb~a:: O · J 
:be .... i~ sued qua rterly to all members of every member ':1 ,~ .~ OJ ~ 
,s ooiety. It was sugges""Ce.d.. t b 2.t the cont ents. shoul d ... , L . 0 
irtolude a summo.ry of society a ctivities, a b s tra cts of z " . ~ 
li-eer~tture received by the librarian~'" a corres pondence . cr. 0.. I 
precis by the secre t a ry, and progr -ess r eports from sub-O 

. comm~.ttees. ' Th1s first i s sue of the Newslett e r in a re- t) 

.orgatfized form does not completely fulfil the vJis hesof ;; 
the committee, 8 S there ha s not been enough time for 
~ember societies, and other per8ons , to submit .. t heir .. 
contf ibutions. I a ppeal to a ll conce rned to s end in 
rna :tBria l for the June issue nssoon 8.S possible (closing . 

'. da te ,r1ay 1st ... ). . 

s iness:- The Me lbou rrie Cornmltt e~ meeting of 
• 'V'13.S we atten ded , with d e l eg8.tes from the 

Canberra , Coornngbong , Komp s ey, NevTp8.~tf:e , Hyde , Sydney, 
Sydney Unj.ve rsity, South Aus traliD.n)Victorla~, and Hest ~ 
Aust;rElllo..n socleties. ' El e :ry fI!:.milton-Smith wa s e l ected 
president, succeeding .JOG J ennings vJho was forced to 
r'esi~ b e c a use of his period ic,. journles to the "bacl{ of 

. . ':..:beyond ". Pe t e r Aitk en, of South Austro.lia , repl,p,c Gs . . 
.. " Ele:r.y.. as' ·Se.cr·et:a.ry.·, P l >.6cl8.e not ·€,· th.(')t a1:1 .. A •. 's.E . ,co;r,P8s"'«" -.­
. pondence is to b e 8 ddres sed to t he Socre t 3 ry, and the 
. new ncldres-s is c/ - South Aus t. r·'Ius eum·. However, .. m8te rial 

.. '. for publication should be s ent d irectJ.y to Dflv~d, TSlylor 
wh wfts . e l ected PublicPt ions Officer. . 

• 
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The Kempsey and Katherine Speleological Societies 
were admitted to .. the: Fec1er:~at~ionL The ,Katherine 
Society, though a sma ll one, has been active in 
the lcpressi ve caVJes of theil1l cli9~pi~t for some 
time; 8,nd of course this is the first society in 
'the NCTthern Territory ~ ':[lhepe are now recognised. 
societies' in all States and Territories of the 

. Ccmmor.'iH'ealth except Queensla nd and New Guineaf,l 
Rut the re is an interest ed group in Brisbane' who 
.ore hsmpered "by the terrific dlm;ances of caving 
a ;r.eqs ~fr'om .the ir h.omes .. Th e Whole' question of the 

-exis·t<.ence 'o,f ·s·ma.ll s·ooie-t·i·6S·" -was· di.scus.s,ed.~, . . It .w.!3.S. 
pointed out that it was undesirable to have snall /' 
groups opera~ing in one area.' As there are already 
t hr ee soci c;ties active in the Sydney d.istr4'ict ," t«"he· 
.applic!"ition of the Ryde S pe~l.:. _:";c1ogical As socin tion 
for A. S. p... membership wa s def er'r ed , and.. tha t . they 
sho~ld consider affilia tion with one of the well 
established N. S. W'o grou.ps. As ther::-t 8.re now t e'n 
societi es opera ti.:: .. gin N ~S :l W • the n e ed for co-ord 
ination(o :;i8 obviolis. It was suggested tha t 8. N. S" H· •. 

. C en~ro.l' ta.ving Body b e established.; ·s nd. G",P.o rfitt 
of t h e Hyde society is to a ct as convenore • 

The Third Confe r ence of A ~S. Fo 1s to b e h eld in 
Canberra a t the end of DeC i2mb e!~ this .. y ear" l'J"l)W 1s 
the time to d ecide wheth(:r you t11 be the-re o .At this 
confe l')enc8 as 11 ttle time as IjOs s ible will be bpent 
on ' bus 111.CS sand constituti uY_2.1 c::tmendments ', thus g l v­
inb . \.\T~Y. to discussi ()TIs, deli il8 :>y.,,? f pap.c:r~, . and ~.oc <i" 
actlvltles. Post conference flO~d trips ln soutner~ 
N.S.H. 8.:r;e plg,nned. One trip '(ll/'ill b e possibly in a 
remot e 8.r ea TIJhich can only b e rea ched a fter s e veral 
da ys \'J81kj"ng . It is hoped ths:t some r epr e s enta tives 
of ovcrsoas s c,cic tie;s will bo a ble t o a ttend. fillY 
overseas s ociety members 1\'hc ma y be visiting Austral­
ia at the time of · the c on,ference are asked t J C 0nt~ct 

• 

·the Secretary of AcS.Fo It shou1d be n oted that per~ 
s ons ' wh.u"": a re '.,n oi:r ' mB-mt::r'ers' u f "'-r 'e e:Dgni'S'eer' ~-s:oc-ietl"es "f ' are ~" -
not eligible :t o a ttend the c onf erence or ·tnke part in 
the related field trips. ~ ~ . ~ 

David Drummond u f o S.U.S .. S. will be pres ent at the _. 
Interna tional Symposium of Speleol ogy at Va renna 1960. 

IIIIIIIIt 



Sub -C ommitte es Pr{J gr~Ss Report: - The TerminOio[;~_~ Sub­

CorIt'Ji.t-t _e-e -was a at-l -ve -"'d:ttrlng the- f\1e l b'ourn'e Cbmrtii·ttee 
mee""ing , ~s Joe tTenni,ngs uged all spa re time ' for dis~ 
cusslonof his l a t es t list a nd definitions of s pcleo-

-. log ic;}al terms. Th e cIl s eus s ions · wereli vely a nd long, 
and many societies Ner o e.b l e to a ir th eir ovm ' opinions. 
A.s - a result the f };r.::.c l suggest ed list ·a nd c1e fiYlitions 
will b e circul[),t eQ shortly. Thi s is a n i mprc.tccnt 1task 
well done, DS ,n OV! we m8.y b e ablle to a chieve q uniform 
us a g e of words E:.Yl G. t e rms c;.mon gst mernbers of A. S. F' • 

• Q;he Pub lica tions Sub -Committee hns b een t8lv8nised into 
- 7-:H;~tiv.i ·ty. At p res ent the prim~lry c onc erns c\re the pro­

duct-ion of this l~ewslett er and the.' 8mb i tiou$ projec.t 
of h3 ving .'J, s e ries ' ,"--;, .... :"~ rticles c:,nd photoe'r a phs on c a v­
i n g -qub lished in · 1I 1!J8.lko.b ou t "lI ( a Inn'gazine pub lished by 
the .l'~.ustrgli8.n Nrl, tiona l Tr 8.v e l Associa tion.) 
In subsequ en t , :1;:; s u e_s of th-is Newsletter 9it'" is pr~oposed 

tto ha v e i more 6o~9rehensi~e r eview of c s ving ~ctivit­
'l e s in Austra lia ; not only ex plora ti on, but scientific .. 
inves tiB,:c,ti on :~':,nd d e ve l opm8nt of n e w c n.v inE; t 8chniques. 
This· ce~n only- b e re2li~ed if, c ontributions come to 
ha n d . \lI! e will b e 9 l e r::.sed t o !:)ub lish req~ests for inform-
2,ti on a n d m;:-::1.t e rin l from Au ptrs 118.n Sci entific orC;O,nls­
a tions 2 n d Ove rs ea s int e r ested b odies. Any importnnt 
ov ers ea s s pe le olo£~~ lcal n ews 1t-J111 b e 1nc'.iuded. Romember 
tfiis News l ette r has an overs e~s 

l1o.VG t~J.k 011 pl ,:-tc e vI i th thv Edi t or of IIH8.'iko.bou~ II ~ ~lr. G • 
• L. Tuck er. It is n ot ·· !Jhe policy of 1J1A!alkabout" to 
8vot e en entire .is s u e; t o one sub j ect :-( 8[. .c8 ving ), ~ 

it wc,s decid ed ·- t o submi t three 8.rticl-cs; cLnd one will 
'. ' b~ })ub l ishod in erLc h of t h r e e is s ues 8.t t1lvO monthly . 

int e r vs.ls · commencinG Dec c-mbe r 1960. Thus th6 original 
. p r opos a l to h[~ve ;-.11. c.rticle from e8.ch stc.t e h 8 S hnd to 
be wodi{i ed 6nd c ondens ed . The ' p l a n ~o~ ~nvisuged - will 
ent~l) l e p c:·,rticipcLtion b y c.ll Stc~t es" . and will outline . 
nume ro'us c"spects of cc"'. V8 S- &i..tl(:- crlving . The tltles, fortl

1 
... qng._. me.tnods. . of.. cont~-il;uti.Qn ,,-. f.o.r , the-.. t .hre.e·.·, 8.rt_io1es a~e 
outlin~d below:-

Article 1 "Unde r ground Adv entur6 in Austra l..ag ll
; - -to be 

pub lished in the ' Decemb er is sue , vIil1 be compil~d from 
~irffd'rmati on supp lied by member societies ' of A.S~"F. 



Pa ge 4. NEVJSLETTER A.S.F. 
"Y -

March 1960 

Elery H8Jnlton-Smith will writ ;:) the nctual c~rticle . 
-" . ., '" ' . :, ~~wf,;;nt:,,:_ the :·f;oct;s.: ~8.hou.t · ,· y.eur,::- c::-e;xplor~tl on· -~t·\· j~s"".- ',. 

put together in 8.n interestj.nG style 2:.nd confir:ed 
t o one f oolsca p p8.g e typed. PhoDo3rc~phs will be .. 
r e quired which 11lustr8.te explor':'tion me thods .( eg . 
In.d'ier work, rope work, sC21i'ng pvl o's , surveying, 

. r a ftirt £,: ,Se·':),rch o.nd r eScue methc-is, c '~v"e diving , e tc.) 
.:tthnd new C2ves ax~d c nves in int er ss ting pl2.c es. ~{ould 

eeeD socie ty plecLse app-oint e contributor to work 
on this- ITl;1tGri2 1 immedi n..t ely. . 

Article 2 •... uMan Finds a Ca ve", which will denl w.~ 
the es rlY71istory of explora tion Dnd ' explo~~~ 
in c eJ;.,~aln c a ves • Alan Hill,C.E.G.S.A. h2 s ' h(.wn . ~~sked 
to contribute mnterio..l on the fossil IDa rsup i eol r G-

. ma ins and gua na mining in the N3.r ncoorte Ca ves in 
South Australia ', and to gather ph otogr aphs· 2 8 111-
uS,trn,tions. Ma r go.r e t Innes (3. T] .3,.3. )nnd ' Ben Nurs{:; 
(S.S.S~)have been a sked to provide informntion a~d . ' 

photog rnphS on the early ex.plora tion and deve l ,)p-
ment of the tourist ca ves Cot Jenol~.n in N .S. \V'. !. 
contribution by Dr.A.Ga llus _SUITII!1::u:'ising his 8rch~ 
eologlcn l findings in the c~ves under the Nul~3D~~r 
P1a lns .m~Y b e included. . . 

Article 3. l1\ihy 3re there C~"ves? II jTh e question will 
be Ctns,we rol ",~briefly o.nd generc:tlly b e Joe Jennings 
or mys elf. Robin Bailey (V.C.E.S.) will discus s the 
fro.il feDtur'GS of some typicCtl (in Hard 11.rnestone 

. ancl W'e, t) c ,':'.:ve system open' to ~be public o.t Buch:'1. 
Victor1~, "'Th i lst Lex Bastion (1..J . A ~ )1'1111 disCU2 S .. 
form fep.~tures of the c a ves in the Pl&~~tocene Dune -
Limestone at Mnr~aret River (?) Western Austra l i a . . ~ 

Tne decorations in caveS will be discussed by Frank 
BrOl-in (T.C.C.)who will no doubt. 11-1·1stra te his ~'"'C~);­
trlbution with the fine examples at Mole Creek, Tas-
mania. . . 
By this scheme a ll States are pa~ticipatlne although 
Qu.e ans.lanc1..,_.a nd..: .. 1{or;therp." TerrJ.,-tor:y ,·, wl,ll. __ ·,rec.e1v:e ... a.t·t.~ . . " 
ention only" in a r'ticle 1, as they do not have tourist 
c&ves. Tlle con:bributors for a rt'1cle 2 a nd 3 have a l­
rea dy been a pproached. This Ne~ls1etter will act a s 
notlce·to societies to contribute information for 

. ,c : . .. 
" \. 
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article 1. The Queensland group are ·included in 
:.; .... ,;.;.' .... _. ·tp.J.,s . ,.r.~ques tas wel~ ,.as , people~" ,}NhQ".hava , caved:- in , ,-- .. 

dut· -of" 'tne way plaqes. _ outstanding photographs 9re 
needed in abundance, so everyone 1s invited to send 
them in for selection. 'Not only will photos be rp--

-qulred to illustrate articles, but also for the .. 
Oamera Supplement in the centre pages of uWalkaboU~ 

. 'TIhe preference will be for 8 u by 10" (black & white; 
prirtts showing as much contrast as possible. Attach 
information t 'o each photo submitted, to document it 
and to identify the ,J1hot.ograpber. It is prob9.ble _a., 'that, a caving shot will be used as a colour,ed cover 
Oh0,~' for a "Wal}{about ll issue. Naturally it must be 
QutstBn .:1 ing and.. tor, preference be on 4/1 by 5 tt Ekta 

, Chrome ,though smaller size~.Ekta Chrome may be con­
sid·ered. All contributions and photos must reach the 
-f)ublicati,ons . officer (addres s on t~tle page). by f~pril 
15th as the ar±1.clest; must be submitted to "Walkabout II 

. by the end of June. ' • ~ • 
' It may be possible to combine reprints of the three 
articLes., into one booklet which could be distributed 
~ interested bodies in Austral~a and overseas, as 
well, 8.S hnving copies available for sale. But 'the 
possibility of selling these reprints is subject to 
further investigations. It is felt that because of 
the combined effort'involved in this II Walkabout II 
project, that all remunerations 'received from the 
publishera of "Walk~boutll should go into· A.S,F ... funds • 

. 
~ ~ ~he 'production of a Manual for ~ourlst Cave Guides 
~~ has been postponed~temporarily, though it1s felt 

that th1s would be a worthy contribution by A.S.F. 
towards increasing knowledge of Australian Caves. 

/ 

Exploration Activities:- Despite the lnck of direct 
contributions we have gleaned some news·of' recent 
exploration in Australia. After the A.S~F.Conference 
in'Hobart in December 1958, mainland cavers accom­
panied the Tasmanian IICaverneers .n to many of the 

' _'1 " ~ "'" "':'S1JectetetiIar':"-c8ves "on ' tlYa:t· 'l:SIatkT. -It''' wa:s :'not only 
sight seeing, but the mainlcmders helped the Tas­
manians to continue their systematic cave explora..;,;, 
tion which they commenced o~er 14 years ago. The 
thick scrub 2nd rain forest ", make caving in Tasmanja 
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tough. The deep ~)ot holes in the Florentine Valley 
were vis i ted ,Pbi li"'i'.lger.J s ·: c:a 'tie with its mobile land­
s lid·e.g W2~.s;~· mapped ·; a:scL'Grewl i:n:g Swa·l -let : which,' is' 
be'lieved to ·b e ·over 500'~ de;ep ,deepest in Aust.,so 
far )was partie:lly mapp ed. ~1eariwhlle a party wa~ 
fi ghtin g through thick scrub ~ IdE'- Bay area 11) . 

~,> ,; :.' order to rea ch the Exit. Ca ve which is apparently 
... linked with the · Entro.nce Cave · fOOUiilg a very l.at~e 
~ystem • . 1\ t ook them n~a~ly 2 _days to cOver the Ii 
miles? so they had less~time to cave.By now a more 
successful ex'.""' edi ti o'n may ha ve returned from th~s 
ca ve.' In the Iv16Te Creek a:r~a Joe Jennings (CanberrA 
and Dr .1Yla rgori e Sweeting (Oxford Uni versi ty) ca17r-f ·r 
out lime stone geomo'r phologica l 1. J:J!k which ... of course 
includ$d ca ve investigation ano- were a ssisted by . 
ma ny of the A.S.F.p2.r~y .. Ii notable contribution 'was 
the mapping of the Honeycomb system by Bob Sexton 
(C .E .. G. S ... L.) 2nd h e l pers. This complex system cer­
t 8 i:ply t ? xed the South ;~ustr2,l.ian Surveying methods t 
but they emerged Hi th an ; impre ss i ve s e ries of m8.ps. 
Bob says thc~tt the job _ is by no means com~91ete as 
tqey found more c o,ve ·the,.n they h3 d time to map. ' 1-.1 
more complet e . summary ' of , c :'::l,ving a ft e r the Tasmanie.n 
confe r ence 8pr) e 2~rS in ths' September 1959 issue· of 
"Outdoors ". in'- which Harry Frs,ueD. wri tes up inform-

:.:T 2.tion given h .. i :·ftl by Fra nk ' B<r01tln. 
- iUlothel"' p l a c e wh e r e vegetr~.tion makes c a ving diffl~ 

cult 1s in the hills of -the- Gree t Divide in Northern 
ro N. S. W . 1IJhe.r e t he Kemp sey Ca v ers operate.' Not only 

.,''- h2.ve they to penst::D.te . jungl ~-like growth but itr ~. 
always ' seems to r Et ln when they g o out. And apparer; , 
lY 'when it r e ins it r e2 l1y ·rains. Further south 

'where the Gre ?-.t Divide gets high e r around the N .. S. W " 
- Victorian b order the re --:q r e ·several pa tches of 
c 8 v e rniferous limestone· in ' t'lYe . Limestone . Gree-k..;.···:·; 
Quomb8.'t Fla t a ree. (headwa ters ,of. the Murray).Th:13 . 
a re2 wa s visited "la st Ea ster. by both the . Victorian 
a nd Snowy Mount~l:J.C f .Soc1eti:.es a nd many small but 
i-nt·eres,t:i.ng .. . cav.·as.~ · · W:6re .exploged a:c:·. The··- c aves are· r~e-

··,.l s.tively y·oung. li.ccess _to. ' thi_s'-'Etrea is difficult, 
but the mounta in pcenery ~s~ most impressive, and 
for · thos e who li1ce to comb ine c 8 ving wi th bushwalk­
ing .. j: this is a n idea l 2 re?: .• 
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lillother successful trip to the Nulla rbor wa s a ccompl­
ished l ast Christmas, ~ Rlthoughon a sm2llerscRle to 
the 1956 epic(l C.E.,GcS.A. once again orgnnised 'the trip 
which 'wa s l ed by Peter Aitken 2nd a ttended by 18 ~ , cavers 
including some from N. S. W .. 2nd Vict6riC?~(\ Severa l' good 
ethnological finds were made b:¥ Dr. Ga l ius of IVlelbourne, 
and nine n ew c etves were d iscoverec1 Q Much work is still 
t o be d o!: .. ,e under the Nulla rbor Plo. ins, 2nd it iB~ sug­
gested' tha t a n a ren direc,tor be '~JPpointed to a ss ist ;t.n 
the or ganis 'J.ti on of ·f'l:!ture Nul18::cbo> tripsco 'il ·C.E.G.S. A. 

__ ember is suggested [~S ,the South i~ustralinns ha ve a cc­
~u12te~ much informa tion and experience, on these Plnins o 

Another trip may eventuate e3rly in 19610 
A C Q E ,~ G. S dl t> pa rty r evi sited Kelly's Hi lIon "Kang2roo 
Is12nd ·a t Ea ster 18st yeufc They m3de sever21 ' new con­
nections between caves; ~s'owing once again tha t this 
hill of Pleistocene Dune Limestone ha s a pr~tty~well 
continuous undula ting sheet of ca ves. By its very nature 
much of the rock is very friabl e and. even 0. blow fly 
can C elUS e a minor roof colla pse ins'ome places c, 

As c:-l:r;:osdy mentioned , Joe Jennings 2nd :f\1['.r [D'r ·1 ':J Sweet­
ing conductea limestone geom orphological studies a t 
Mole CreekQ~ In the middle of l a st yea r they headed 
north by west s~nd worked in the Kimberley regi on of 
West ern AustrC:11ia.Joe -e-e!ls some ha ir r a ising stori-es 
of c C'vve s in ' this a re2. Which a re inhabi ted not only by 
sWlkes but a lso by the sm21l fresh wa ter crocodiles ... 
No doubt · the scientific work done will be published 
and. will describ.e -these ca ves e specia lly those which . 8- tUE~ .lels right ccross a r 2.n ge of limest~ne , " storrn ­
tAT2 t e r dr a ins" for the creeks during the · 1I.~'Jet II • Tqoy' ., 
a lso visited the Katherine a rea in the Northern Terr­
itory~ 2 nd made c ontnct with the l ecn l C8vers. The ca ves 
in th e 2rea nr e most extensive 21though some of the 
ext ensione a re blocked by foul a ir. - , ' 
Recent Austra lian Litera ture:-

Jennings, J.N. & Sweeting , M ;~1 ., 1$95~9 ':'" The Underground 
Bre"8:ch of :a dIvide 2lt , Mole Ctaeek, . Tasmania ';· Aust;Jc,urn; 
Sci~ Vol.21 No 8 n.261 By use of fluocene the authors 

~, ,. ,..... . 
hnve shown tha t an underg round ~tre?m.crosses n limesr~~3 
el i v~d§~ .. ~:nl though . they [l ie unable to tra ce this strenm 
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:trom 1ts suggested surface origin. The 'presence 
of coarse'gr8vels (relics of glacio-fluvial out~ 

, wash fans from' 'the Plef'st-dc-enB) in' th~e -'vall'ey of , 
J ' " .,."", f .. , <tsuggested influx of the stream, has led the ' auth­

ors to believe that the breaching of the 'dividema y 
~e more a case of diversion by 8.lluviation ' r8.ther 

than by stream capture. ' . 

r-;J-~ ....". Paddy Pallin, 1959 - Bushwalking and Camping, 6th 
- P edition. This latest edition of Paddy pallin's 

~ '\ 

I "1.

1 , . 
"'-

. I 
CJ ' 
\ ~ 

handbook contains a chapter on caving for the in­
experienced~ This chapter"', "Venture Urtde'rground", 
wri tten by Ron Wardrop (S.S.S.)~ is a pleasing add-. 

, :i~~?P. . t9 .. trj.~,- P09~4 ~f.1 j.nfo:rm0tlon" and. adlli€€~' 8n., •. ' . ': 
Austraiian outdoor 9ursults. As bushwalking and 
camping are a prerequisite for caving in Australia, 
the handbook would be worthwhile reading even if 
it did not mention caving.' 

Overseas Literature Received:- The following pub­
lica tions have arrived and will be forwa rded · to 
the librarian:-
Acta Geograpica,VC~959)of the Yugoslavian hcademy 
of Science.(conta1ns no papers with direct bear­
ing on speleology). , 
Bulletin of ' the Greek SpeleologicCl,l Soci ety, Vol 
v.pts.2&3. Papers mainly relating to cave morp~ 
ology;most are in Greek, so transla tion is nec­
essa ry before 'abstacts can be given. 
Bulletin of the South African Spel.Soc.Partl,1960. 

~ Papers- suggest close similarities bei;ween cond- _, 
itions in S.Afric2n CB-ves with those in Sth.L.u~t~,. 
The paper,"Geology of the Makapan und Sterkfonte~fi~. -

1.. Cctves "by Prof .L.C .King outlines his methods of 
~ stratigraphic correlation of cave deposits. It 
.:::i- should ~be read by all who collect bones in cc:~,ves, 

as the implications of where a fossil comes from 
is often more important than the fossil itself. 
His sequence of deposits 1s similar to th2t 40und 

' i'n ' sDmH~' of , "the<. eav'es;:' In, drier<' 'parts,;:, o:f. ,~ Austred:ia. 
The paper; "Bat ' Banding"tells 'of Sthbfrican pro- ' 
cedure, and "Snakes ' for ",the Speleologist" is inter­
esting 'reading. An article on the De Hoop caves 
mentions guano m .. ining, whl1st ' ''The Explor2,tion of 
the Sinoia Caves"(Sth Rhodesia)describes diving in 
sink holes parti~!ly fill_e_d __ l_N_i_t_h __ w_r~_ .. t_e_r_~_. ____________ ~ __ 
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