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••• ~ HAVE YOU DONE? 

NOTICES . 

A. S.F. COMMITTEE MEErING 

The next Committee Meeting .of the Australian Speleological Federation 
·will be held in Melbourne on 24 - 25 January, 1970, the Victorian Speleo-
logioal.Associationbeing host. . 

EIGHTH BIENNIAL -CONFERENCE 

The Eighth Bienni.a.l Conference of the Australian.. Speleolagioa:l 
Federation will be held in Hobart, Ta.smania, in .December 1970, with field 
trips to fol1ow. Joint hosts will be the Ta.smanian CavernAArin~Jllub and 
the Sou.thern Caving Society, Details. will be available later. 
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CONSERVATION . ACTION 
.1 .... '" 

COLONG THE GOOLWA CONFERENCE AND AFr:rER 

Action at Conference 

by Greg. J.ifiddleton, 
Observer on the Colong Committee 

for the ASFNSV! Co-ordina iion COmDi ttee 

At the Seventh Biennial Conference of ASF at Goolwa, S.A., I presented 
a paper on lI'1he Case for Colongll • 'Ihis was intended to inform delegates of 
the situation, both political and speleological, at this stage in the 
Colong mining controve~sy. 

FolloVling on this, a motion was pl::'oposed by S.S.S. and subsequently 
adopted, deploring the action of the H.S.W. Government, calling on the 
Premier to protect the caves, expressing support for the Colong Committee 
and endorsing a proposal to name the I3 caves so far discovered after 
members of the N.S]{, State Cabinet. Subsequently the Federation sent the 
following letter to the Hon. R.W. Askin, Premier of N.S.W. 

11 At its recent national conference the Australim Speleological. 
Federation gave careful consideration to the situation at Colong where 
a number of caves wi thin the Caves Reserve appear to be endangered by a 
proposal to mine limestone, for whichyour Government has granted a leaoo. 

As a result, the Seventh Biennial Conf.erencw of the Australian 
Speleological Conference resolve d 

a. Thatbit deplores the decision of the N.S.W. Government to allow 
the mining of limestone wi thin Reserve No. 68,800 for Ptl.blic 
Recreation and Preservation of Caves at Colong. 
b. That it calls on the Premier 0 f N. S. w. to give an assurance that 
no limestone caves in the Colong Caves Reserve will be permitted to 
be damaged, should mining corunence • 

. . ' 

It was further resolved that the Federation would support theactiv-
i ties of the Colong Committee in its .efforts to hav e the mining .I.ea.s.e.·-····· 
revoked and'the area included in the proposal Kanangra - . Boyd" national 
Park, and to endorse the proposal to name receIlUy discovered caves at 
Church t:reek after members of your Cabinet.' 

In accordance with the wishes of the Federation I am writing -Lo . you 
to ask for your assurance that no limestone cave in the Colong Caves 
Reserve,will, in fact, be permitted to be damaged. Y{e are aware that. 
there are condi tions in the lease which would' allow the l·!1i.nister for 
Mines to give the c~ves protection. We seek your assurance that .this 
will be done ~I 

(Signed) 
R. P.Webb, 
PRESID~r . 

• ,>' 
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No reply has yet been received. 

There has been no official comment from any of the Cabinet Ciniste.lltS 
a..fter whom caves have been named but the Geographical Na..n:es Board of N.S.W. 
has questioned the right of S.S.S. to name caves and expressed concern at 
not being consulted. This matter is currently the subject of corresponq­
enoe between the two partieso 

Atta.ch from within 

On a different tack, a group of 200 individuals, mainly students at 
Sydney University, last yeEIr purchased one share each in A.P.C.M., the 
cement canpany holding the Mt Armour lease. This allowed them to recei ye 
the Company's' 5th Annual Report and to allow its Annual General l~eting 
on I6th April, L969. 'lhe events at this meeting were well. report~d in 
lib Australian" of 1.7th April. Apart from harassing the Directors,tl:le 
principal outcome of this confrontation was the passing of two motions, 
wi th the Directors I consent : 

"L. In view of the fact that Southern Portland Cement has approached 
!PCl'lI and/or its aubsidiaries with regard to the sharing of a' commonpipe­
line from Ma.rulan and/or joint worldng of the Uarulan leases, that the' 
question of operating Speci:li lease 444 in the Clonng Caves R~serve, 
within the boundaries of the proposed Kanangra-Boyd National Pa..zk, shall 
be reviewed by the Board of Directord. 
2. That representatives of the Board meet with the Director of the 
National Trust, the President of the National Parks Association and 
representatives of the Colong Committee to discuss the various estim!", 
ates of the l\furruin Creek limestone deposits. II 

Interest Shown by the Willian Pengelly Cave Studies Association 

This wortyy British'body offered to publish a.paper on the Colang 
question in its journal 1 Studies in Speleolpgy. :r.he offer wai:l accepted 
and a'paper with maps and photographs will appear in the issue, Vol. 2, 
No. I, later in 1969. A limite d number of reprints' will be available for 
a small charge (about 25c .• ) from the Colong Committee, I8 Argyle Street, 
Sydney, 2000. Further donations towards the work of the Committee wil:L 
also be gratefully recei vad. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEVENTH BJENNIAL CONFERENCE OF ASP" 

In accordance with a decision of the Committee at the last 0~nference 
that Conference proceedings would in future be published by the host society 
the Transcript of Proceedings of the Seventh Biennial Conference of the: 
A.S.F. is now available. 12 ~apers on conservation, science and technolog~ 
caves and their visitors and travelogues, totalling 150 pages, including 
maps and diagrams. Well printed and bound with semi-hard cover. Price S 1 
fran COOSA, c/o South Australian Museum, North Terrace, Adelaide. Worth itt 
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HUILAlf80R 19C5 

by Alan llill, C.E.G.S.A. 

;i'h,~ NiJ.llEQ:,bot' F~LCl::0 fo::!.lc-'iiirc; i.~1G A.SS. Conference at Goolwa set 
c·..lt at the ,'::; of I9,':'9 v.';.t:-L 17 <JCTG:::S a,:'\d 6 vcbicles under the leade1.'­
ship of Peter E2'\'7~',JS, ".'i.th [l t:,"cXlo"C':-::.l otjectivc of extended tourism. !]he 
private tr~:.8:po:r"~ c' -::".8 ~~~"V02.'[,'Jle to inci.ividual objectives of 
1J:l '..lp 17.:'. ';~t "'SGQ:.1t '!;o:rk C·,El. be~;·';l~U :{Y~m{18r:g8 of the Plain, and the 
tri:;; T'Lt.? act:..i,c::'.Iy ~ l[_"'(~'t'" :L1:.L!~eX' of 8;:'21:. tri'ds, rrhe followil1g assemblage 
of GOIr.p3I2.t:hrc:l]\;;:;:c\,:s';.d,]<:)'J of il':.i'ormation is offered as the more 
·~3eful I'd'c".!. k e,1)'c2.trs,d, frc;l -,;}.,£ ":;;;.'::'::;;, a:ncl will help to bring up to date 
irtfo:rr' .. a.tjwoll d ~pr'J\ri0llS}:v c:n CC,\f;')S of the r~ullarbor., 

A 
, ........ 

.. r ,'. '. '. CJ..':;~ ! Advorti.3cr! head.ed 
:lRare J.i'ish :c, j"::,c-·,;,'l., 8';.,: r::,'::::L::IC~,.:.S' I,::':;.::-:y v,l:i':;e n.sh have been discovered 

"~ r'rl,":' :~~t:c::; :~J.~1 _.r 8,,-:72'3 V_'Y'l.2r the lTllllarbor ••• II sparked 

t:l5.ng so ::~~'r ~:.~'::: ~:2 
WgS net ir.·;oJ,vr..::~:, 

• ~ ....., 1~. 

'~~ ...... ~~ . ..;;. 

: .j,:::-. :~, c!::"\J,'~'l :':,!.: 1:'.0:':;:; p~;sitiye information. Every-
.~ 1,::22, -';'~) - tl,,?','p v!e~'e ~;.o LLS:h collected and C.E.G.SA. 

(T>~ ::~." ."',v;;t; "'c::' ~,~ !'!.e was led to a shallow 
.'C' '.'Y.' S'; (',:;,), v.'l'ere he only saw the 

:':'!'.8 ,:::;::-;" :!:OS ;,~.~' .,,, " e'.~ E~::...(Lroo and Hullarbor (IOO miles 
p,pe2't) p':11 sSi."C'L'C';::.L;l:",: ',',l' :,;C.".:,:; Cuddyts \Tell (493I07) 
tb::: I : 2500(';:) .:;:,:1 .'.:~',:::).' ",'.le· J ),:;p1c' :"::::1cb::::'gr.Jt1.."':',clt! on the' old maps seemed 
a good p12ls'~ . t:; r;;-C8.:':'c- 1>.r:1-) ;_-~~~., 
d0Gp and. 0:,: y] !].C"';'~J 1~ S-2rl {,,8 .:;~ 

,:(}. to b,~ em 0ld dug well, now over IOO' 
Ij::c:)'ss:i.cl '\u th the s~,aff at the 'Ya1ata 

·l\Jj:;;.sim F<?SC:::';"Tt:: 1 \"';.c:t 8'cCC.;;,<'; t.:, ~,;-,.i.~~ 8. f:l:'.lo of Hullarbor Station, and 
':Le L.:' c),l',esi if'Y'! :\~'" n' ·.~.2 :::i.:l:':' .', i"C( .. }':. :nEG Dave us a totally negative 

C:1'L(.:' !:1~n c e~:x'o~f;c~ .. ;:,!, to: r!;~ Ls ;-.C·'v '-:L':;' tbf' E"VY racj 0 tower' road west of 
I':llcla. J-ll(~ C?Y2 1:.4 ~,:)',' ;);"'T.p U:": .. c +s £row which I,500 gallons 
of; -'::'8 t:::.;;:c c 5 "c ~r.: G~.; fc: ':;he· ne,! D:u::.a :Iotel. Via ter level 

:c:e::"':'1.i~'s ·,lith:i.·1 2.~ rl. ·;11 of troD 105'( end IGSO FGa8'L;Y:\~ levels and the cave 

H4 

'2":.-, C.'3,V.:. I,,:')·'''. :;::)'21, C}.C:.:S d t'J t::lr; pl:.blic (iLcllldircg cB.vers) 
:?'J~ .. .,~t~ Aust:eaJ irUl lfl!·~ r~~ ~(\~l 2,r:d Ei:'s..1;o:ric[:~l ReJ.ics 2.16servation 
~r.i:J vlay tc) .c:n ac::;€"::; -::l.OW ::'8 'I'd tL wl'jtten permission from 
Al:st:mlian IUl.c8PD. 

NI6 ClE'ycL:::, 

under' the 
Act 1965. 
the South 

, TbB C",'"8 'i','~ 'lJct'!;c;~:,~,:1 "::Jy a 18,(;tl(:;'~ i'ron t::18 north-west edge and is 90 
dCE:::,P:- :l:)t 75 1 ~ :::'"T'::"·.' .::,:;,:3r0eo,. It b.as a loose rubble and silt floor 
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N37 

No new disc T('"Gries ";7C)::O C8Go:!"ied. Three live cockroaches were collected 
in the Dome togeth€rwi:~~. 0.::. JJ,ilontified live spider. The spider is 
reported ce::,nratel:r ::..::; 'choso notes, Camp One was occupied for two nights 
by o.ae party cravGlIiEJ' to t}'2 Dccr,o and Ezarn, and another camped at the 
Sa."YJ.d Chute doing CO:-rd.H'.lCU8 water level measu:;:cments at Oasis Valley. New 
fencing work on ~:':bc1;_~r2. S:;:;-,tiC:.l L',::C1. nC,7 firG breaks have changed the access 
route to tbe CceV,;, 'Ch2 2~l1.[·":3'f)r of IiIa·:'.u:-:-a S-:;ation, Mr Brian 0' Connor should 
be C0T1.t&.ct8,J. J_)0,_~'P..I:(]:c.~ ... r; :?(;r,.ni;.:,cd .. ('~1 n,nd [1ccees to the C3..ve. 

IJO<JatediC'C ;;rc:5s nu:th of s~.gn post s:r.. elle highway and five miles 
equip­
rough 

chamber 
bones and 

east of NullaJ:':":;'.;:'~1..l:'.:·~1',fi.'. A biz feet d'iE,motor shaft drops 20'; no 
me,lt :is neec.e·j . O:~(?E j~,.-1~o L c~pn0CJ~ iCO! x GO' x: 4' high vith a 
floer. A ctr-J V":;8r C:C'C.J.J0 ~L"3a.ds to a ':5' diameter by '12' high 
withiE the II'a:~n ·:}))3..~~b6=e CTiO 1:e::1/1.o iTl 1JNYi direction and wetas, 

Now lc·c,"~·':"." C:. 'she 0::,<1 E,:'E.s. ThcJ'E a::'e three entrances in the 
side, en:,,- c.f<:i :;; ';,.'C ,,:,.L~.~:,·O "In' ';"b·su·;', ~.o' and was tight a anel. 
13reer,;,(;s.,·o'::, : . .. 1::"c .' I. ". J ".J fC;f:1S:i.J 81:101J.8, radbRck spiders 
entr&"1c~;:! c"-: .. ~~ ::: ~~~:.'<_-": l-~rj:, rl ~.;:: ,LL :~.t:i ,~-':l 1 .. 8Y.l.8sl.' 

rOE:'·Q··· 
roug'j. 

in the 

'J.>i:: ':.::: :c.LC(~',t, .. :)i.':" "i,'.c:. d:i.fficll~ty ;:;.n.d a trayorse made back to 
l~ulL;,tl.;llla'l:: :.:u,\ e (IT:(), . ~ U~1: ',L-' u_'. of the 'c-raverse shows N73 is located. 
at 8590' ~::') (·i,~.J· ~~~ j .. ;~:,:M·~:J'P~:~·::.,:o ~~U -cbe ILap pu"bli3hed in tt]n:ullamullang Cave 
Exp,::::ril ti-;.,, i ()~6';" ' :.:.t' )1..'o::,c,"O Jr:. OJ.OS8 to Cemp ann. 

A b l.:i.ll.d d o:U."tL.' 1:/,0',:'1. '.:', I '.oe '/966 alld identi fiable by a 
was :3 .. 180 :r\~:' ')(;'.~>:~ i'< ~'J ;f; .' ./::1; [J-.'.:'.'- i2 about helf a mile 
n:n:ch fr-C);ll i~r·, c:., .. ~c i·,5..::: I'e ,U .. ': r;Ja0'~' it cJ OS8 to the DOIne, 

dead tree in it, 
slight ly west o~ 

The su:cface 

]")8\1::;--~' .:·.L;.~··(C:. (: .. ,~'(':'.:: ·:~··:,.-fe::'22 :o~llJ. '~ho ent:-:-8...1'lce to N73 was founc. 
to be a'c·=_t ::OJ' ~':~;'--rr:; ',::"~; 12,'0l 0/ t''18 :!)~.a~.n 81erOundiJ.1g NJ7. On the latGs; 
inforril8.t:~·)~~ ;~l -' jl·.i.;:·l.':. lc",-'"'. r~':; N37 :'r:: ~.15i above SC8. level, 8l1d N73 WOt'LJ. 

thus b o I:_:::;! c,l';;,-' ;'?>. :.c-;'c'J. 

In P:::'8'-"lCl.'.f.;, :L:.stL tb:i3 haG flU cte2crirtion. Mo:ce correctly termed a 
ce';'e~ it i::: J ,j:_;ted 1 ~o Jai:(~8 C3.st of the fence intersection shown 011 tho 
Nullarbor sr:"let 8t ~(H): 25 2nc1 is 9 yc::.rds north of the fence. ladder is 
needed as the 3' c:i:?_~r.:.rt;er 1'0J.8 drops '15 ' into a small broken rock chamber, 
Further cl.rof r.; j y: 'l,hi 3 "'hc~""ll:l(C I.'TC?:G Lot explorEd. 

i:P36.. UnY,ldj::c.:s. 0'JO 

!:')c8.t.:.~ at =n'J.Q'JT'a ~5C04'1, :L"~ in imm :liateJ.y east of 
tr2.ck le:~d:i L,,;' ;'c("~h -;:c ~'iT'].(:LL>n St~J1:;i.Oll 8.nd is 2 miles from 
5' ciI'cuJ.2,.r (;>sni.l'tr ?' \::'c,e'~ r"..i:'ops 61 into a '10 I d:i.amcter 
north east S·I_C~~-~~ )T:L~:tt r. ~~t~T'~~~1C:? 6; of pcssage;) 

the neVI fire breac 
the highway. A 
chamber on the 
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NI47 - Wigunda Cave 

This is a partially overhanging doline 200' in diameter and 75' deep. 
Entry is by a rock slope and there is small cave at the western base of 
the doline, which heads to the north and east for nO!. There is a dry 
dust floor in the cave with some bones and animal carcases. 

NI60 - Dingo Ibnga Cave 

Located at Uadura 476060, it is found by followi ng the 1.!oonera.;.Uadura 
boundary dog fence for 6 miles north of the highway to a stone cairn, and 
thence * mile due west. The highway turn-off is at a large stone pit with 
a loading ramp on the north side between the 39 and 40 mile posts to 
Cocklebiddy. It is understood that David Lowry has a description and 
loca tion of UI60 in print in the I1Western Car er" • 

NI61 - Ivy Tank Cave 

Several cave occurrences marked withthe survey maps, but not yet con­
firmed, were investigated. Ivy 'Th.nk Cave (Nullarbor 432124) proved to be a 
large collapse doline 125' in diameter with a floor sloping to the south­
west approximately 35' deep where it overhangs-with a small 29' longtunnel. 
It is about 25 yards to the west of the track in the centre of the open 
plain about a half mile in diameter. 

NI62 - Unnamed Car e 

This WES located in the completely treeless area as shown at Hullarbor 
40gI 29. The cave consists of a three doline entrance system. r.Jhe north 
doline slopes down to the north for about 80' and is 15' deep. The cW'e 
is entered under a 30' wide arch and trends to the west for about 80'. It 
30' wide and up to 40' deep. 200' south of the first entrance a second 
below the surface. North east of the second entrance there is a small 
third doline which enters vertically through a slot type entrance which was 
not explored. The cave was sketched to CRG Grade 2. 

NI63 - Unnamed Do line 

TIlis was an obvious oversight in previous cave IjBts. It is located 
at Nullarbor 350I07 and is 200yards nOl'th of the highway at the Wigunda 
gate. It is an old doline 250' x 100', very shallow and at the north end 
there is a 6' drop to a greatest depth of 15'. Wombat warrens and fossil 
shells were seen -and there are two empty underground tanks, one of which is 
lined with stone, 15' x 10' x 8' deep. 

NI64 - Cai guna Rockhole Cava 

Located at Culver 346009, it is 10 yards right of the track, 0.4 miles 
south of the end of the Caiguna Airstrip. There are two 2' diameter holes. 
one blocked, the other dropping 12' to a 10' dimmeter sircular chamber 2' 
high. Three holes lead off at the bottom. 

.' 

.. 
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N165 - \later Truck Cave 

Located 1.8 miles south of N3, and 150' west of the new road. It is 
on the north west side of a clay pan. The 3' diameter entrance hole opens 
to 6' diameter at _101y thence a further 8' vertically to a chamber 40' x 
20' x 10' high. A 20' ladder is needed. The cave develops to the south­
east in two levels through very narrow passage8 to 60' from the entrance. 
The cave is an animal trap a~d contains ur~dentified bomes. Small salt 
crystals were seen, probably sodium chloride, and the cave was breathing 
strongly. 

Nullarbor Reference 404134 

This could not be located. The road shown running north follows an 
old fence line and the crossroad at 401135 could not be found. The area 
near 404134 was systematically searched by Landrover without results. The 
previous cave N162 should show clearly in air photographs and if there is a 
cave at 404134, the air photos should be checked before the next search. 

Sea Caves near \1ilsons Bluff 

A party descended the cliffs for 400' on a hand line to the beach from 
a point just east of the second visible large cave opening from the trig. 
cairn. The arched sea cave was then entered from the west. The cave was 
150' wide, 100' high at the entra:rwe and tapered oack 1001 deep with a 
beach level floor filled with seaweeds at the end. There was no other cave 
development. The smaller sea caves were inspected east of this. They were 
impressive but there was little potential for further cave development. 

Koonalda Cliffs Cave 

250 yards west of the road turning circle at the Koonalda cliffs, 
south of Koonalda Station, a large crevasse cave was inspected. It is 200' 
long, 2' - 51 wide and 60' below the cliff tops. This has been~formed by a 
partial separation of part of the cliff and has no real cave potential. 
The cliff was descended to sea level but no other caves were observed. 

Nullarbor Spider· 

An Unidentified spider was fOUL~d by P. Hawkes and party in the Dome 
chamber of 1!iullamullang Cave on 10 January, 1969. It was found on an open 
rocky floor 61 from the Dome rock cairn, and showed no fear as it walked 
over Hawkes' hand before being captured. The accompanying sketch is drawn 
fuil size with all limbs fully extended~· it brief description follows: 

.. Cephalo-thorax Tan in colour, head detail not clear as covered 
dark hair . 

in 

. Abdomen 

Legs 

Round section, unsegmented but elongated. Off-white in 
colour, covered vrith many fine wr~te hairs. 

8 clearly segmented, tan co19u.:rp .~ .•• s.esment.-has.-4-6 strorg 
d:~rk ha..:t'rs'Withother finer white hair much shorter in length 
Legs have more hair towards outer ands. mds of two hacl\: 
legs appear to end in small ~laws, 



g 

Palps 
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Darker in colour (brown) and more hair covered than legs. 
Unusual last joint that appears to be very strong. Last 
segment bulbous at joint wi. th a small black protuberance on 
outer side"o"_ 

Dr ill. J. Mackerras during examina Hon of the dead cockroach Troglo­
blatella nullarborensis (also found in Mw.lamullang Cave about 2. years ago) 
found fragments of a spider. The fragments were sent to Dr Barbara llain, 
and it was thought to be a previously undescribed new species (from pers. 
comm. E. Hamilton-Smith). 

It appears to be eyeless and the palps are unusilally long. Whereas, 
the diet of the' Null arbor cockroach has 17een suggeaed to include fungus 
and rotten wood, a spider is normally a predator and would have to subsist 
on young cockroaches. The spider would certainly appear to be troglobitic 
and no doubt a formal description will follow in due course. 

"-.,. . 


