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DOVY UNDER ALL OVER \
Tievs from around the societies,
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Mumber Forty three - larch 1969

ASP NEYSLETTER AUSTRALIAN
SPELEOLOGICRL
FEDERATION
Edi‘tOI‘ial - Y ’ » . V . . . . .

IF YOU WEREN'T AT THE A.S.F. CONFERINCE AT GOOLWA THEN
YOU'RE NOT GOING TO READ MUCH ABOUT IT HERE. THERE WAS NO
WRANGLING ABOUT CONSTITUTION, MEMBERSHIP OR PUBLICATIONS.
DOSPITE ITS GEOGRAPHICAL PROBLENMS, THI FEDSRATION IS ON
THE MOVE AND NO LONGIR HIBERWATES IO YEAR TO YEAR.  THS
A.S.F, HANDBOOX, THE BIGGIST AND }MOST 'AMBITIOUS PUBLICAT-
ION IN THZ HISTORY OF AUSTRALIAN SPILEOLOGY, IS OUT. THE
CONFERENCE PROCICDINGS UVILL BE TRANSCRIBID AND PUBLISHED
FOR THZ FIRST TDTS. THS FEDERATION \TLL BE DIRECTLY
REPRESCNTED AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS IN  -@ERMANY
AND AT THE M3ZTING OF THE INTORNATIONAL UNION OF SPELEOw
LOGY. CAPITATION FEES REMAIN THZ SAMS.

JUST ABOUT THE ONLY THING STAGNANT ABOUT A.S.F. IS
THIS NEWSLETT.IR. AND IF YOU THIFK YOU'RE GOING TO READ
MUCH ABOUT THAT IIERE, YOU'RE WRONG AGAIN. THERE WILL BE
NO CAPLANATIONSs IT'S NOT MY FAULT OR RESPONSIBILITY THAT'
IT's LATSR THAW DVZIR. THERE WILL BT NO  PONTIFICAL
PRONOUNCEMENTS AT THIS STAGE. AND THERE VILL, I TRUST
BE NO COMPLAINTS UNTIL THE NEJSLETTER IS RIHABILITATED
THERE IS JUST ONL STATEMENT OF POLICY I WOULD LIKE. TO
MAKS. THE NCWSLETTOR STAFF QUES ITS MAIN RESPONSIBILITY
TO THS TFELLOW 710 PAYS— THE INDIVIDUAL CAVER. NOT MERELY
TO THS SOCIETISS [HO FORM THD COMIITT.I. OF THE FSDSRATION.
S0 IF THERE ARE ANY COMPLATNTS OR SUCGESTIONS ABOUT STYLE
OR CONTENTS, THF EDITORIAL STATF JANTS TO HEAR THEM. FROM
INDIVIDUALS PREFERABLY. AND OUR-OVERSZAS EXCHANCE CONTACTS
VILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN. THEY TOO WANT TO READ ABOUT  WHAT
AUSTRALIAN CAVING IS DOING. NOT VHAT ITS REFPRISENTATIVES
ARE SAYING.

L4 L L] » L] * » L 4 L L d »

NOTICES

A.S.F. COMITITTEE MEETING

The next Committee lieeting of the Australian Speleological Federation
will be held in Melbourne on 24 ~ 25 January, 1970. Host Society will
be the Victorian Speleologiecal Association. Details later.

NEWVSLETTER PRODUCTION

This issue of the Newsletter was edited "by John R. Dunkley and
produced by an Editorial Committee consisting of Edward G. Anderson, Evalt
Crabbr , J-R.Dunkley, Jeanette Parkes and Norm Poulter.
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T VETLY ARFTLIIATED  SOCIETIES

At the Committiee lieeting held in conjunction with the Goolwe Conference
two societies were dmitted to membership of <the Federation. Both have been
very active in tbh» »neriod oprior to their becoming affiliatad. A brief
outline of suach Docisty ssems an appropriate way both of welcoming them to
A.8.7. and of diswelling the air of aloofness <ith which many of us regard
unaffiliated srouss of cavers.

L
18 ¢ “tre aaonnteing snalenloriecst club

The Blue iiountcins S.eleologicel Club began in 1665 +vith « group from

the Glenbrook - 3iaxlend area.  lembzrs now total 24, the avirage one is
azed 25 and mersisd, there ure also several sub-junior potential ‘rospect~
ives. '

The Club held 12 official +trips in 1967 and 20 in 1958. Tu.low h:us
besn the most visited area and k.8 bsen thorou hly examined. At the western
and of the main limsstone outcrop & cuve containing well-praserved soft
Ymoon-milikt os discovered.  There wers £.or signs of previous visitors. In
wintor 1968 an atsomot to recch Hollanders ivsr was defeated by snor but a
lzrten whrip » Wan-more~ evicdesvLYL ..-ax At Jenolan ¥the. seldom visited . eXtieme
southern and eastern outcrops have been explored. In September 1958 a long
sezrch locatad o snrll ¢ ve on the north bank of Harry's River, about 40' up
a blacibarry covored hill. Members are -ssisting in collection of bones and
other material for the Australian Fussum.

Ths club ‘ournel “Dom Uncer' has had one issue. TFrom the next issue
on its nume will be clanged to YOolits™ to avoid confusion with the Ne s~
letter of the University ol ‘ueensl.nd bpsleolosical Bocisty.

g

auc e netione’ ndvercity evin

.

The Vationmal Univoreidy C.ving Club -iws formed on 5th ierch, 1964, and
became affiliated ~ith the University Sports Union.  Avsrage membership is
30 and there's plenty of activity. For examyple, in 1965 ther: vexe 28 trips
and some 19 oreas .ere visited from 1962-57. Perhaps ‘the bast ork has been
done .t Bunyan (Rosebrook) near Cooma, an outero: largely ignored by the
older clubs. I8pcleograffiti™ is a refrsshin ly original anesues for a club
newslaiier .nd hes annecred regularly for over five years.

e Y ¥ AT A et eyl 05 W 8w S e o

“The best coves are taose without entrances” —— Murphy, 1285(7)
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ALES
e e President Grahame llelson has obtained a vposition in Puerto Rico
BB C anl hopes to wet in scme ¢ ving in the Rio Canmuy. Several

—-=- prictice sessions hsve becn neld in  Glenbrock Corge, including
some at nisht to simulate cove conditions, and a film nizght was held on

L

c-ving and climbing-:

wemmemeees oo Highland has had a gulet noriod with activity centered mostly at

HC G dungonia. Insicnificont B3S was extended 1in conjunction with
RN FYS Negotiations are under wiy to merge the Uandevers
Caving Group (Caneerr&) with H.C.G. A ladder safety harness has been

developed and a combined txip with UV.C.G. to an abandoned silver mine at
Tolwony v stazed

Soneg joint trips have been held with B.M.3.C. A general revit-
clization of the Society is evident this year.

memeeeewen o Pyogident  Greg Tracy reports a good wvear. Several digs are
508 wnder way, notably “Jazrlgal" or YDoy's Body" ot Cliefden, and

e« @R OT 2 BOTY trips went to Bt Cormel at “Jellington and to

Sancho's Fole at It David. & forestyy compass hes been »urchased and mapping

DTOJeCTE G

likely.

s - eses Bone Yhard! nembers  coved in the It Owen 3G of South Island,

58 S Zealand, wvinille some "softiesh looksd around the .jaitomo area
e s of Torth Island. A1l revorted marvellous hospitality and "vast

imnumerables? wvaiting to be discoverod. Tear Homilton they arrived just in
time to assist in the rescue at Gardensy's Gut. The third issue of Conmun—

ications Occoasional lCavers has ap earsa, devoted solesy to Chillagoe.

e 118 year selt a new cord with 78 new nrosvectives signed up
SUSsSS3 n Orientation =32k, About 50 went on the anmual freshers trip
cemme e e el 15 or o n oa field dey to the seo cuves at Avalon and Palm
Beach. Yiell known c.ving id ntity and foxmer editor of the A4.5.T. Hewsletier
Ted idndersoan vwos elected President f lowing the resisn.vion of John Dunkley
to Zo oversens.
d intake of nsw members this yser, the Bociely now
;l members, 10 cssocistes and 25 vrospactives. Uith
nts, the f ggniers trin to Cliefden also set a record

Por the gocietwy



4 LS T NEWSLETTER Humber 43
Bungonia

The F.3.7 . Co—ordination Comnitiee organized another succegsful "clean
up" of Bungonia in Pebruary.  About 50 members of § societies managed to
collect 30 cubic feet or so of rubbish waich was later removed by arrange-
ment with Malwarrie Bhire Council.

£.8.8. has continued work on the efflux. Harly in Januoxy an attempt
was mzde  to loverx tLe previous record -1¢' water level. After initial
e S&gnon was set working on & Saturday nizht. As expected,

-

f4ernoon the water had drovped to -18'. Another section
ad and the water lovel continued to fall to -21'. At this
untably rose 13‘ and remained stavic. The effluxians gave up.

1

by early Sunday
of pine was fitt
point it unaccou

difll(}l‘}_b'}esg -tl.
L

The B4-5 exieunsion was entered by 5.5.3. and an atiempt mode to climb

a stesn mud slope bhevond the lake. & group from CGymea Hiszh School
Genlogical Society found water in the low sgusegze of B4-5 in Jamwary. They

also report thres ‘rrens' in the $rill, cladnly in costume, two barefooted
apt the other well shold in sandals.

Some bones Ffound in B3T7A (orovisional reference) by B.1.8.C. and 15.5.5.
vere sent to the Australian Museum.

Church Cresl

feed

A large grnus from 3.8.5. srent all of one day chopping and hacking
their way throu h the 3lue jlountains after bush fives had droaned meny logs

and bronches  apress the tracks  to Church Creak. Later, Lewis Cave (CC6)
w.s surveved and sone digs corvienced.

Cliefden

The U.N.B.W.5.3. freshers trip was the Bociety's largest ovaw,
Cliefden Main €ove was visited,; —ith the not uncommon discovery ihat finding
your way out is very confusing. Trapdoor and Gasle Caves were wlso vieited.
0.3.5. have tried ‘o tidy p the loose and dan:erous rubnle slone at the

entrance to Clieiden cin. They have hesn unable to find the mijor eztension
to Taplow Flat C.vo discoversd by $.U.8.8. in January, 1968.

Jenolan

=mall 8.U.5.5. trip in Januery sxamined parts of Ilammoth Cave to
assegs the 1a~~iuiiity f a detailed googranuical sfudy of the cave. This
would be a useful - s¢1;1nary te any serious morphological in this rather
complex systen, and would be mors a rropriste to the Soclety's capabilities.

Timor

Visgited in Jeonuvary by o Joint HM.5.8. —~ 3.J00.53.C. party, »rimarily for

familiarisation. Termite tunnels were examined in the Belfry and some
wallaby bones Tound in Shaft Cave. On a further 3B.M.S.C. trip-jn Felruery
marsunial bones vere collectsd for the Ausgtralian Museum, and the location

photographed and maped. The B.U. S B¢ Treshers Trin visited most ¢.ves at
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Timor &s well gs Glen Dhu (Voolshed) Cave up the Isis River.

Tuglow

This continued to be the home ground of B.M.3.C., with five trips since
Christmas. The main cave was found to contain several types of spiders,
guano flies and larvae, a frog and & frog skeleton. An as yet unidentified
skull found ermbesded in flowstone was removed to the Museum.

Walli

1 -5.0. continu dig in Va wit ] nechanic: sgista .

5:5.5. continued a dig a39 with some mechanical assistance

Unfortunaisely the cave wgs blocked a further 3' in but several other di
L 9

sites look promising. B.l.5.C. collected some mammalian teeth in Piano Cave

Vlee Jasper

B.1.8.C, hes emamined and photographed fossils in the Dip and elsewhere.

Wombexan

S9.5.5. continued its program of numbering the entrances. As usual
during madving exercises, lots of holes were checked ana though most needed
digging, an interesting new find was dubbed Termite Cave (W44)° A steep
chimney entrance drops 30' to a smgll chamber making up most of the cave.
A large number of bones 1is strewn across the floor which is traversed by a
sinuous termite ridge, a most unusual feature clso reported at Timor (above)

Wyanbene and Big Hole

«

1

Two trips by 8.5.3. are the only ones reported +to this area recently,
both for seneral ex.loration only. The Biyx Hole was laddered :nd 12 people
made the long climb in and out in five hours.

PR S B ]
Yarrangobiliy

On Australia Day weekend a leorse party showed how much basic explor-
ation can be done when the aims are clear and the organigzation effective.
5.5.5. has becn trying to break into the "Northern Master Cave", postulated
to take @11 the drainage of the four Coppermine Creeks. Nearly a mile of
unknovn cave lieg between these intakes and the known efflux, Coppermine
Cave (Y12)° Three lines of attack wer: drawn up for the assault s

a) Attempting to find a way through the rock-pile in the Coppermine Cave,
best prospects being in this upper level because water lewel imgassabdble.

b) Pushiny exploration in Y10, Y9, Y5 and Y45, which are the active dolines
taking the four Coppermine Creeks, nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 respectively.

c) Checkins out known caves and looking for new ones betwsen the intakes
and the efflux, in the hope of Tbreakingz into the master system from
above.

Althoush the master proved elusive, the exercise proved of considerable
valué in adding to basic knowledge of the northern part of the limestone.
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QUESITSLAID

—————~-+-—=- hag hatl an extraordinary recovery from near—obscuri@y only a few

Udbs years agq. ith about 85 members, U.Q.9.3. is the largest club
m———==~—w-4in the country. On the other hand, it hag its preblems: no
other c¢lub has to travel so far to its caves, and no other club is in danger
of losing nearly all its caves. Tor Mt IZtna and Texas are threatened. In
fact, the phenomenal renaissance is attributed mostly to the congervation
publicity. Twenty-six trips got off the ground in 1968, and members were
caving a1l over Aystralia. Some unusual areas visited included  Dundarrah
lavae tunnels (Bam Bam Springs), Core, Limevale and also Ashford in  IFvS.4.
The Bociety Newsletter "Down Under" was resurrected afiter two years hibern-
ation and is now a regular, well-produced publication.

Mamooweal

4 party of fgve from Brisbane, plus some S.U.S.5. and U, .S.S. ex-—

patriates from It Isa, rediscovered fike major and three minor caves. Tvio
wers napped and three sketched, and there waw some insect collecting and
photo raphic interludes. Transport and the climate are the main proble ms

of access, but more trips are planned.

It Ztna

The long 900-mile round trip saw seven +trips during 1968 and 2 early

in 156S, Two sporting vertical caves, Crick Hollow and Jolly Rodger,
wer cnter.d for the first tame and found to be over 200! deep. Tour
smaller caves werz found in 1968 - Tiintering Hollow, Smelly Bat Cave,
Triffid ZLole and Belt Cave - and extensions discoverecd in Carn Dum,
lesurrection and Helms Deep. “hotographs and measurcments have been made
in a number of caves as part of the conservation publicity program. It

wag found that mining had occurred within one chain of the entrance to
“inding Staircase Cave, in breach of the agreement between the mining
company and the liines Department.

It Surprise - Finasleigh
4 remote ares 180 miles WY/ of Townsville, visited by Petzr Dwyer at
Christmas, 1968, has great potential for long lave tunnels. In March, 1969
locals gzuided Henry Shannon throuzh half a mile of 20' x 30" cave to a lake
beyond which the cave clearly continues, supposedly for miles. Ah well!

Texas

A theodolite “survey on surface hegan late in 1968 and Russenden Cave
vas mapped to Grade 4. Darly in 196S there were 3 trips, two spent in fruit-
less search for caves in the nearby Reedy Creek limestone. An attempt was
made to find the influx of the.stream in Glen Lyon Cave by diving in Pike
Creek, without success, and this remains a hydrological puzzle. Apart from

this, there has been some general exploration and introdyction of
new menbers to the area, along with some insect collection and Photography.
Dizcing has led to two small caves called Cundowie and Cruiscin. The

conservation program has continued at Texas, and Henry Shannon was able to
present some relevant economic arguments against the proposed irrigation.

)
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HOUTH AUBTRALIA and VESTSRY AUSTRALIA

e b quiet but worthwhile year is reported for 1968, with  the
CEGSA  major achievement being organization of the A.S.TF. Conference
reeee— g% Goolwa, and field trips. At Naracoorte, the club hut has

beenn painted and electricity comnected. Ixpatriate member Tom igley har
been caving in the Rocky Mountains in Canada.

Flinders Ranges

The main trip of 1468 was to meet a group of Port Augusta cavers.
Their reports were followed up and in Mairs Cave bones of Cave Lion,
Tasmanian Volf, Tasmanian Devil and others were found, giving it an
important place in the state's palaeontological history.

Kangaroo Island

Twenty cavers participated in the A.3.F. Pield Trip, and an extensive
program included both known caves and search for new ones. In Relly Hill
Caves Ileserve, Trosted Iloor Cave was relocated. Hew Year Cave was found
%'mile west of Xelly Hill and a new extension in Vest Bay Hollow. $Several
new small caves were entered by digging in some dolines west of Xi.

Tullarbor

A gravimetric survey of Mullamullang Cave by C.L.G.S.a. and S.U.3.5.
suggests a major continuation of the cave south~west of the entrance doline
and a large passage between BEaster fxtension and the Drop-0ff. The results
are encouraging and there is enough scope possibly for a university research
project. Investigation of sea caves near ilsons Bluff proved them to be
caused by wave action and not, as had been hoped, by the sea having inter-
sected stream beds.

Three separate expeditions followed the AS.T. Conference. S.U.5.58.
has commenced a high grade surface theodolite traverse to establish water
table levels and to provide reference points for future underground surveys
It seems that the water table is much lower than vas thousht, and its
gradient must be extraocrdinarily low. ColalGeBoa. found an  unifentified
live spider in the Dome, Lullamullang. .t Yalata Mission they followed up
a report in the Adelaide 'iadvertiser' of 16/11/68, that someone had found
Ytiny blind fish" in a Mullarbor cave. The claim appeared untenable.

n.h. a detailed report on the A.5.T. Field trip is being prepared and
will appear in the Newsletter for June or September, 1969.

South - Jast

The Victoria Cave emdgance project has been completed and results
suggest the site would be suitable for a tourist cave. Purther major
extensions have been found in TPom Cave. Several instances of caves in
need of protection were given by the Prusident at the A.5.F. Conference
and the Minister for lands, lr Brookman, who was present, agreed to give
sympathetic bearing to a depudation with a scheme of needs and priorities




8 ABST NEYSLETTER Number 43

4 marked drop in caving activities is reported for 1968-9 and
T8 there have not been many new recruits. The Search and Rescue
Orgenization was called out twice. In December the rescue  of
Timothy Ualter from a dolerite cave on Mt TFaullmer showed how many problems
were involged in a call-out only ten miles from Hobart. The soul-searching
vas only just in time. On larch 6, two people were rescued from a cave
near Maydena with excellent teamwork and public relations. In a lighter
vein, T. C. C. member Robin Booth takes the prize for the most original
insurance claim of the year. +hile parked in a paddock during a Gunns Plain
trip, his car suffered $200 damage when a ram rammed its re.lection in the
doors.

lda Bay

Two trips to Ixit Cave have added another 1000' or so in 4 or 5 places
Australia's longest cave now stanis at 7% miles surveyed but in the last
vear surveying has not kept pace with discovery and the total length must
now exceed 8 miles. During a surface traverse in the thick bush nearby, a
spectacular 20' x 40' sinkhole with wvertical walls was found, but there
vas neither equipment nor time to explore it.

Mt Anne

Access 19 easier as the rasult of construction of the Scotts Peak Road.
Track-cutiing has started from Yandfly Creek towards north-east ridge. This
should shorten the walk-in to four hours and the walk~out to three.

VICTORIA
veewene—w- The big news is the completion of the club's hut, an old farm-
VSA house half a mile from Buchan. A lot of renovation hag been
e meewme 3one and it is hoped that the convenience of the house will
encourage at least two trips per month to Buchan and surroundings. The
house is freely av:ilable to visitors as well as 1o oclub members subjet
to house rules and fees are most reasonable. Visitors should write to

V. Sefte in the first instance.
Buchan

4 lot of the work on the house, including erection of large'trogsign'.
Some meteorological readings wer. taken in Royal Cave, exploration in lMoon
and liabels, photography in Federal and surface surveying in the Reserve.

Hurrindal
A very successful Scout instruction trip to Lilly 2illy, Antigline
and Iurrindal Moon, plus some caves at Bu@han, was an encourageng vindic~
ation.of the club's policy of embracingz and assisting independent cavers

In this way they hope to avoid some of the prohlems which have occurred in
X.8.77w due to increasing numbers of unattached cavers.

EEY




