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Lditorials Whither us?

IT CAN BE SAID,WITH A REASONADLE DEGREE OF CERTAINLY,THAT BY NOW
THERE IS A LITTLE CRITICISI! OF THE ASF NEWSLETIER. BUT BEFORE
SHOUTING '¥YBS8i', LET US LOOK BACK ON SOLE FACTS.

TiE IMPORTAHT ASPECTS OF A NGUSLETTER ARE FREQUENCY ,WHICH. SHOULD
DE CONSISTENT; PRESENTATION UIICH IS TECIDLL BY IHE PUBLISHER-us-
AND CONTROLLED BY AVAILABLE "BUDGET AIID FACILITIES; AND CONTENT,

WHICH IN THIS CASE IS SUPPLIED BY T COLLECTIVE Us.

FIRST, THE QUDSTION OF FREQOUENCY. THAT V[E ARE NOVW VWELL BEHIND
SCHEDULE CAN DE ASCRIBED IO A FIW WELL DEFINABLE REASOIS JWHICH
COULD BE OVERCOIE PRCVIDED NO IfCRE SCUTLTLING OCCURS. AN UNDER-
TAKTNG UAS GIVEN AT A CONFERENCE THAT THE BACIIOG WQULD BD ELINM-
INATED, AND THIS PROMISLE STILL HCLDS.

AS FOR PRUSENTATION,IF ANYONE CAN DO BETTER,THEY ARE VERY WELCOIZZ
‘ 70 COiE TFORMARD AND DO IT-NOT SUGGELSI~-PHYSICALLY DO IT..
NOV , THI: IMPORTANT ASPECT,CONTLNT. IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE
EDITOR ALONE DOLS ALL COF THE MEANINGFUL GPELECLOGICAL VWORK UNDER-
: TAITI IN THIS COUNTRY;HIS QWN CAVING EFFORTS VCULD PROBABLY lAKE
VERY UNINTERESTING READING. DLVEN LESS LIKELY THAT THE EDITOR CAN
BL IN EVERY CAVE IN THE COUNIRY EVERY. DAY THRCUGHOUT THE YEAR,
OBSERVING AND REFORTING ANY WORTHWEILE ACTIVITY. SC THE CONIENT
IS SOUGHT FROI! ALL SOURCES IIADE AVATLABIL TO THE EDPITOR; IF IT HAS
I0 BL ABSTRACTED ,THEN DISTORTION CR OVER-CONDENSATION lIAY CCCUR.
WHOSE FAULT IF THE CONTENT IS NOT ALL IT (QULD BER

AND TO0 CLOSE, WOULDN'T IT BE A SHOCK IF MEIMBERS OF THE FEDERATION

COMPETED FOR THE GREAT HONDR OF BREING !NEWSLETIER STAFF'!..
NO, WE ARE NOTL COMPLAINING, WE ARE DARING AND DEFYING, ..

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS SIO]
It FEDERATION NOW OUNS A DUPLICAIOR. .
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CANBERRA SPELEQOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Trips % Abhercrombie, Bendethera, Bungenia, Coeleman, Rosedale
and Vyanbene,

Abercronbie ‘

- Moving away from thelr usual stamping greunds, 8 members
oL the Seciety visited Abercrombie Caves, Caves entered were tire
Grove, Bushranges and Albhany as well as the lMain Arch, = A Iarge
fissure above the Greve Cave was entered to a distance ef 75ft. but
became toc tight for further descent. Some surface trogging was
alsy carried eut without any significant finds. .

Rendethers -

- 16 members spent.several days at Bendethera, 8 walking the
ten miles in, the rest negotiating fire trails in three Landrovers.
Camp wag seb up on Fllagpole Flat and an attack made on the Efflux
but without success, & 210ft. pet was Iocated and explered
while another cave, thought to be Gin Cave, Iocated. Seven.o%her
pot-holes vere located, the deepest being §O feat. The sump in
River Cave, 200ft, ups%meam, wag dived to a distance of 12ft, and
an air-space noted. It wax however, toc narrow to allow the diver
to surface, Bones feor identificatien. were collected in several caves,

Dungonia . _

One trip in February descended the Drum, but was stopped by .
feul. air in the crawlway at the bottom of the 134ft, entrance pitch.
AL further trip, this time intp the Grill Cave where a member. (an as-
thmatic) was effected by a 1% concentration of carbon di-oxide ever
600ft, below the surface. His condition was guch that he had to be
tregcued' by ether members eof the party. He was revived within the
cave with. the use of exyzen from equipmen® being used by members of
Sydney Speleological Sociebty who were conducting foul-air experiments
in. the cave. _ , R
In June,ancther trip to Bungonia was the initiation of several fe-
male members to caving. B16 was entered and a descent made down 2
pitches and through several tight squeezes until. a vote by the pros-
pective memberg initiated a return to the surface.

Cevleman. Plains , ) ‘ ‘
History was repeated in Jamuary when surveying in. lur-
ray Cave was carried past the third water trap fer a distance ef 70O
feet, bringing the survey to a length of T2Ceft. Signatures were
discovered in this sectien. conbaining the namnes of Seuthwell ,0ldfield
and ibore with the date 23-11-C2, and Gamble,Sheedy and Haley and
the dates 12-4-19€03 and 13-4-1903. It appears that this sectien
of the cave has not heen cpen: cgince this date as no other signs of
entry could be focund, Pregress further into the cave has been
blocked by a rockfall and a fissure near the 3 sump was lccated hy
radic directien. finding equipment as being below a surface doline,
A paper on. this section of the cave has been prepared,
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Rosedale (Bunyan)
One trip to Rosedale to take photographs of the excellent
formations in this cave, Several hours were spent in the cave,

Wyanbene -

A final survey to complete the main traverse of the main
cave was nade during February., The total length of the cave now
stands at 2700ft, Several slde passages have yet to be survey-
ed and wall and floor details completed,
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HIGHLAND CAVING GROUP

New Year's Day weekend was spent at Abercrombie; basically a
familiarisation trip, however, Investigation was made of a poss-
ible excawvation site, and the drainage patterns studied,

Easter was spent at Cliefden, where excavation in the Lock Cave
revealed another 25ft, of passage. A trip to the same area in
June was a Joint trip with 08s,UNSWSS and MSS,with 1ittle achived
other than some mapping in Cl32-3, a solution passage.

At the end of June, a cave rescue practice was held at Bungonia.
The venue was kept secret until the Friday night, resulting in
relatively poor atiendance, Despite this, rescues were atlemp-
ted in 3837, the Grill Cave and B31, In,B§75,a series of tight
vertical and sloping fissures, the !'injury! was a broken leg,
caused by a fall in a loose rock pile. The !patient! was manha~
ndled towards the entrance, the whole system being toc tight to
permit use of stretchers or splints, Painkilling PIRTIENE!. avail-
able on the trip, would have Leen used on an actual rescue,as fur-
ther abrasive injury in such a rescue would be inevitable, An
ovbservation at the time was that blankets and air-beds could be
spread over sharp edges,over which the victim would have o be
dragged. _ v .

The next rescue was in the Grill Cave, The tinjury! was a broken
ankle and forearm, & result of a 12ft, fall ~ the location being
below the Crystal 'Palace. First on the scene was a first aid off-
icer, who applied arm and leg airsplints, . The patient was then
manhandled out, lifting by rope at pitches, At each such 1ift, a
climber on a ladder guided and protected the patient, The complete
trescue! was accomplished in exacltly two hours. o
The third venue was at the top of the third pitch in B3, %o try
and gain experience in the typical situation of an avkward stueeze
at the top of a pitch. Altogether, the exercise proved %o be
very useful in gaining ewperience in'many cave rescue lechniques,

-
°

L. @ 6 00 0 6 65 208 TG HOGCO &S SIS
BgobooOI?cooooooooaoneooa




A.S.F. NEWSIETTER o
I No. I
KEiPSEY SPRIEOIOGICAL SOCIETY

Trips to Bilg Hill, Kemgs Pinnacle, Temagog, Windy Gap, Yessabah and
visits from the Newcastle Techmical College Caving Club, Newcastle

University Speleologlcal Sceiely, Umiversity of Jueensland Speleo~ .
Iogical Sociely and a lone member from Canberra Speleologleal Society,

Big Hill : .

. These three trips were aimed alt introducing members of other
orégnisations,in.the Kempsey district such as the Lion's Club fo the
art of caving, On one trip, 120 people were progressively shown
hrough the Leits Creek Cave,

Kemps Pinnacle . \ i '
Whilst not caving, this trip appeared to be excellent
practice for some of The scrub bashing necessary in the Kempsey area.
Kemps Pinnacle is 40 miles west of Kempsey in the Great Dividing
Range and is sowme 3870ft, above sea level. An approach was rade via
A trail was cul into and out of The Pinnacle with machettes until
the base of the Pinnacle was reached, The climb to the top of the
Granilte Peek was relatively easy except for the Ioose stones which
proved hazardous to the lower climbers. Spectacular views abound
of the ilacleay Valley, the coast, the Northern and Western Yablends
and the valley 2000f%, helow. Threatening weather forced an early
retirement,

Windy Gap . i
. Investigaltions were carried further in a new cave at indy
Gap. Lhe cave was boltomed at an estimalted depth of 200 feet, ,
Several new areas of limestone have been located by surface Trogging.
with some small potholes and caves and a further efflux. .
During Easter, U)SS visited the area and Iocated several new caves,
A cave, closed during construction of a road during Viorld Var 2 was
relocated but not re-opened, Colts Cave was visited end dueens-
land Cave discovered, The Crystel Cave was also visilted and a
further 1000ft, added to the known Iength of the River Cave.
In June, an assult was made on the Efflux and holes discovered on
the trip previously mentioned, Some 6 persons from KSS assisted
by mewmbers of NUSS armed vwith vast quantities of excavating equip-~
nent tackled the jJob. A hole above the Efflux was opened. The
cave proved %o be & single passage only 100ft, long with several
blocked leads going downvards. No econnection could be made with
the Bfflux,

Temagog . .

In unnamed cave at Temagog has been extended a further 300ft,
using explosives, After a false start in which the gelignite fail-
ed to explode due %o a wire bresk, a narrov squeeze was openhed Up
sufficiently to allow access., Progress was again sfopped by a
further constriction,




A.B .E’ - Im‘i'miih'fi’ﬁi‘i
SCPTEIBELR 1968

Yessabah
This trip intreduced members ef Newcastle Technical College

Caving Club to the area. Six caves were visited,

ORANGZ SPLLLOLCGICAL SOCILTY

€SS was the host society for the ASF Committee Conference in Jan-
uary 1968, the meeting being held at the Technical College, with a
field trip to Cliefden Caves.

Over the New Year week-end, a jeint trip with NSA was held at Tug-
low where all members became familiar with the whole ef the main
cave, and suitably celebrated the occasion.

Other trips were held to Banco's He¢le, Canomadine, It. Carmel and
Columbine, the lava caves at lLit. Canobolas, but mainly to Cliefden.
At the latter, the classic story of the man and his dog was preved
to be true, under amusing circumstances. = Having heard the story,
(i.e. Dog chases rabbit, falls into hole, posts lowered to help deg
escape, dog disappears) the relevant hillside was thoroughly exam-
ined. Giving up, the property owner was returning to his house
when he slipped into an undiscovered hole., An examinatinn ef the
hole showed that there was, in fact, a fencepost and a skeleton of
a dog inside. Iluch effort has been put into further excavation
of this, the Warrigal Cave. Other caves visited include Cliefden
I'ain, Bevonderos and Trapdoor.

SYUNDY SPELEQLOGICAL SOCTIETY

The past few menths have seen much activity in SSS. Although
the usual Christmas breaks have probably cut down trip numbers,
this has been cempensated in the chances for trips to go further
afield and members have been to such places as New Zealand.

Back in the State, work has continued on the long term prejects
and in running exploratory trips to small aand less important cav-
ing areas. Interest has of course been high in Bungonia and a
large number of trips have been taken there.

Jenolan

Further work has been carried out in the project of map-
ping HMammath Cave. The area under attack has been the extreme-
ly complicated section between Central Level Lake and the Rail-
way Tunnel. This part contains a multitude ef tunnels leading
off in all directions. A traverse has been completed through
and the filling in of details is under way. l.ammoth has also
been the target of photographic trips, the Oolite sectiens and
lower level river area receiving most attenticn.
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Jungonia
This is the area wihich has has most trips with the Zfflux as
usual occupying most of the time and energy. Tive trips have gone

B

¢igging and removing earth,and latterly,the principle of the syphon
has been involved in the forn of 220ft. of 3inch rigid PVC pipe,
ith this pipe, the figures of 250-300 gpm. water removed have been
recorded, although due to complications, the bottom has not yet heen
reached, The plateau has received some attention in the for: of
digging trips to .21, This is & sinkhole near the recently opened
522 and is showing considerable promise,

T'ee Jasper
4 photogranhic trip was taken to the Dip and Punchbowl Caves,

surrinjuck (Cow ilat Creek)

This very seldom visited area (normally bhelow water level
of .urrinjuck Da:n) was mnanped and fully explored. The prednminant
feature of the caves was a 2-3Tt, layver of soft mud which encrusted
everything and made progress somewhat slow,

Yarrangonilly

4 recent trip has been :ade to an area close to Tarran-
gobilly, 1t is located on the upper reaches of Jounama Creek. 4t
various points in the area there are streams going underground and a
balance of the water is getting te Tarrangobilly River .18 tine on
this trip was short it is planned to do further work with tracers
such as fluorescein,

Covi Flat ,
This area was visited and several caves located and mapped.

The area, although having rmch linestone is not rich in caves and

the ones found were rather small and largely devoid of formations.
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CUDNLSY UdITERSITY SPLLIZOLOGICLAL 80CILTIE

Cliefden

During a visit to Taplov ~lat Cave in Jenuary, a new exten-
sion, entered through a five foot drop and a scueeze vas discovered.
further trips were held to nap this cave, 650ft. belng surveyed in

February. In spril, with two mapping parties, the survey was ex-
tended to 2300ft, In Jugust, another 500ft. was surveyed and a
new 200ft, extension discovere&.

ee Jasper
Visite were ade to the area for trip leader training,
follovwed by a fresher's trip.




A.S . NEWSLETTEK
No. 41 7

Jenolan
In December a party discovered a new cave located near

Wilburd Lake Cave. After a 26ft.chimney, a narrow passage led
to a chamber approximately 50ft x 30f+t apparently terminating in
a rockpile, but a further smaller chamber was eniered, with a
30ft. (approx.) pitch at the far end.

Wyanbene

In April, a cowmbined trip with CSS was held to carry out
studies of serpentine passages. Two members sustained sprained
ankles, but the remainder pushed on into the new extension, includ-
ing a visit to the Gun Barrel, This is a large dome pit,
with water-carved "rifling" down the walls. All limestone has
been removed, the collapse material on the floor being black
cherty material, some conglomerate and slatey material.

Buchan

At Faster, 20 mewbers visited Buchan in Victnria, in con~
junctien with members of VSA. Visits were made to Trog Bip,
Hope's Cave, Didgeridoo Cave, Dalley's Sinkhole, Sub Agqua Cave,
Wilson's Cave, Lilly Pilly, Anticline Cave and Pyramid Galenamine.

Yarrangobilly
In June, a party visited the area to report nn the
possibility of installing gates on some of the caves on the plat-
eau. Despite the snow and ice conditions, visits were made

te llast Deep Creek, Tast and West T'agles Nest and Eyrie.

A report was furnished as requested.

Cooleman

At Easter, a party visited the River C ave found the
downstream siphon dry, and managed to explore approximately 1050
feet of passage, to where the river disappears in a narrow earthy
passage. Insecriptions were found, dating back to the turn of
the century.

WESTERN LUSTRABIAW:«SFRERCEOGGICAL GiOUP.
Trips tr the South-West, Namban River and Yanchep.

Nawban River

This area is situated 120 miles North of Perth.
Seven members attended a trip in February which was a mixed
miscellanea of surface trogging, to relocate known caves,
search for new ones and to collect¢ specimens of cave life, cave
minerals and bone material. Super Cave was entered, this
being selected as a site for further studies and a survey of
the cave prepared. Samples of phosphate minerals, bones and
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fauna were callected,

Nearby an unnamed cave was located contalnlng excellent formations,
phosphate and bone deposits. The cave is to be gated as sone
evidence of vandalism was noted.

Vestons Cave was entered and has been mined f@f‘phosphates the rai
ways remaining, Other caves entered were Pretty and uondong o
Caves and several unnamed caves Sorie good formations were noted
as were bats and wetas, In.Quondong Cave, stalagmite drip pits
were found and samples of moonmilk collected for particle sixe det-
ermination,

In Aprill, a further trip again spent some tine surface trogging the
area, liore holes were located but none gave access to caves ben-
eath. however, stones dropped down. a group of holes indicated caves
underneath. as they could be heard to fall into water and mud in. sew-
erali cases.

South Vest

Only cne trip is reported to this area, 200 miles South
of Perth, and is situated in the Doraniup area.  One cave visite
ed vas Ellﬁnsbrook River Cave where a n~ompass and tape survey was
carried out and sone general caving indulged upon. Mammoth €ave
Doline wag investigated and Conference Cave visited as was Witsh-
cliffe Cave. InACrystal¢Cave efforts were made to locate an ex-
tension reported in the past. This was not Iocated, however,
another extensicn consisting of a beautiful grotto of whlta crystal
formation was discovered, Rock dams were built to prevent rubble
from a rockpile encroaching on the grotto and the entrance sealed,

Yanchep ,

Twy trips to Yanchep Caves where surveying has been carried
out im Road Cave, an attempt made to Iink Boomerang CGorge Cave and
Silver Stocking Cave. A small extension was found in a small
cave above VWater Cave and some bones collected. Several other
new holes were located and entered. :
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Change your address recently?
How about. letting the ASF know the new address too!
Send a copy of it to: The Newsletter Manager
PO. Box 388
Broadway
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