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IT CAN BE SAID ;vlITIl A REASONill3LE DEGRE.'E GLi' CERTAINLY, THAT BY NOv1 
THERE IS A LITTLE CRITICISJ1 (IF TIlE ASF l®'lSLET.TER. BUT l3EF0RE 
SHOUTIHG "YES! I, LET US LOOK BACK ON SOl,lE FACTS. 

1'HE H1PORTAIfT ASPECTS OF A NEHSLETTER AnE FREQUENCY,llliICH, 800ULb 
DE COLJSISTENT; PRESEIJTATION}lIlICR IS ECCIDEt BY THE PUBLISHER-us'
AIID CONTROLLED BY AVAILADLE RUDGET AIID FACILITIES; AND CONTENT, 
vlIilC".d. IH THIS CASE IS SUPPLIED BY' TilE COLLECTIVE US. 

FIRST, THE QUESTION OF FRE~UENCY'. THAT HE klE NOH HELL BEHIND 
SClIEDULE CAN DE ASCRIBED TO A FEV! WELL DEFINABLE REAsorrs ;HHICR 
COULD DE OVERCOIlE PROVIDED NO l[lRE SCUTTLUrG OCCURS. AN UNDER-
TAKIlJG lIAS GIVEN AT A COHFEREN'CE THAT, THE BACICLO G VlOULD BE ELIH
ILJATED, MID THIS PROIIISE STILL HOLDS It 

AS FOR PrESEnTATION ,IF ANYONE CluJ DO BETTER,THEY ARE VERY WELCOIIS 
TO COlE FORUARL ,AIID DO IT-NOT SUGGEST-PHYSICALLY DO IT' •• 
NOll, THE. IHPORTANT ASPECT, COHTEHT. IT IS HIGIlLY mJLIKELY THAT THE 
EDITOR ALONE DOES ALL (,F TIlE 11E.Al':JINGFDL s.pELEC'~OGICALHORK UNDER-

~ WilllJ Hr THIS COUITTRY;;HIS miN CAVING EFFORTS UC'ULD PROBABLY HAKE 
VERY unINTERESTING READING. E·VEN LESS LIKELY TlIAT THE EDITOR CAN 
DE IN EVERY CAVE IN TBE COUNTRY EVERY DAY TImOUGlIDUT TIrE YEAR, 
OBSERVIlJG AND RErORTING ANY vlORTffiffiILE ACTIVITY. sa THE OJNTENT 
IS SOUGET FROIl .ALL SOURCES lIlillE AVAILABLE TO TEE EDITOR; IF IT HAS 
TO BE AB5TR1l.CTED, THEN DISTORTION OR OVER~CONDENSATION HAY (JCCDR. 
vlHOSE FAULT IF TEE CONTENT IS NDT ALL IT mULD DE? 

AND TO CLOSE? vlOULDNl T IT BE A SliD CK IF NEI,IDERS OF THE FEDERATION' 
COl,lPETED FOR THE GREAT HONOR OF BEING INEHSLETTER STAFF I ,,' 

NO, vIE ARE NO~ COHPLAIIJING, HE ARE D!u1.HJG AND DEFYING ••• , 
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ro~IN millER ALL_O,-=VE=JRo.-_~ ___ . ____ _ --- ._----_._--
CANJ3ERRA SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Tri!2:s to, Ahercrr,mbie, I3endetliera, Bungama, Co-.I.eman, Rosedalie 
and \'1yanhena. 

Aher'cmnbi~~ 
Hoving a1'lay frO'l:1 their usual staI:1ping~uJ;l.ds, 8 members 

.-f thEa Soci.e.ty visi tad Ahe.rcr<:"nbie Caves. CaW~S: entered wer,?" the 
Grove, Bushrangas and IDallY' as well as the Ham Arcn.. . A large 
lis-sure abrrva the. Gu'v.e Cave. VIaS entered to' a di.stan.c-e .f 75fte hu.t 
hec:a1l1.e toe' ti.ght; for further de~scen.t:.. Some.' surface tro-gging. was: 
al.s.~' carl!i.t3.d 0 u t; without an:w si gnifi cant> finds. 

Bendethera 
1:6' membel!s sp·ent. seye.raI. days: at Bendethera, 8 waIkingthe. 

ten mil.e.s in., tli.e re.st neg:)"tiating fire trails in three Landrc)'vars e 

Canp was sat up fln FJlagpoT~ FJlat: and an a"ttack made on. the. EffJlux 
but. wi thout: SUCCEl.ss. A 210-rt" p('t was located and expl.ered 
while anoth~r cave, thOUght.. ta h.e. J-in Cave l Iocateds seven.oiber 
pot-holQS VTere located the deepest. be.ing ,--}O feet. The sump in. 
Rive.r Cave, 200ft .. 'Up stre.am , was dived to· a distance of 1'2ft. and 
an. air- space notade It> 'ola:! hO'\'<iev.e.r, too narrow to allow the diver 
to surface. Banas f.'r- identificatien. w:::re collected in severaJl. caves .. 

Dungonia . . 
One trip in February descended the Drum, bu1; was s"t(';pped by . 

f.-ul. air in the crawlway at, the bot.toD. ,yf the 1 34ft. ~.ntrance pitch. 
A furthar trip, this time intiY the Grill Cave. where a member· (an as
thr.mtic) was effected by a 1:10 concentration of carbon di-mcide .-ver 
60eft e be.low the surf.ace. His condition was 2U'.cn that na' had to' be. 
I razcU'fad ' by. •. ther m81ilbe>rs of the party~ lie. was revived vIi thin the. 
cave with the u'S.e .• f e'XYgen. from equipment, being u'seg: by aembers o'f 
Sydney Speleolo gical. So cie.ty who, were conducting foul-ail"' experiments 
in the cave. e 

In. J~na,ar.i.o'thQ.l!· trip to Bungoni.a was the ini tiatinn.. of several. fe-. 
male l:J.emb&rs to caving 0 B16 was e.ntered and a descent. 1:lade dO't'1n. 2 
pitchas and through several. tight squeezes' until. a vote by the pros
pective meLlbers ini tiate.d a return to the surface. 

Ce-olenan. Plains 
Risto'T¥ w.as r<=:lpea ted in .Tru;ru a ry' wne..l1 surVeyinK in lIUr-

ray Cave. was' carr.ied past. the third \'Tater traP. fer a distance: ef 700 
f.e..at, bringing the. survey to a length of 1'2C.eft. Signatures we.r~ 
dis(!overed in this se.cti.n.. containing the. nanas of SeuthHell,vldfield 
and Iioo l!'e with the date. 23- t 1-0 2, and Gamble., Sheedy and Hal-ey and 
the dates 1.2-4-1913 and t3-4-1:903~ It. appears that; this sect,ien~ 
e,f the cave. has llO't: heen::. open· l.since. this date as no othe.r sigr • .S' of 
entry couM he. fcund. Pre grass further into the cave. has been. 
blocked by a ro'ckfal:l arJ.d a fissure neal! th",- 3 sump was lccatad hy 
radio' diractLrn. finding equipment. as be.ing below a surface doline. 
11 papar on. this s.ection of the. cave has been. prepared. 
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Rosedale (Bunyan) 
One trip to Ros~dal.e to take photographs of the excellent 

forrlrations in this cave. Several. hours were spent in the cave. 

1Jyanbene 
A final. survey to complete the main traverse of the main 

cave was nade du~ing February. The 'total. length of the cave now 
stands at 2700ft. Several side passag~s have yet 'to be survey-
ed and ".-Jall and floor details completed. 
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HIGHLAND CAVII'fG Q? .. OUP 

NeVI Yearls Day weekend was sp<;mt at Abercrombie; basically a
farililiarisation trip, howevrer, investigation Vlas made of a pass .... 
ible exc.avation Site, and the drainage pat.terns stuclied. 

Easter was spent at Cliefde.n, where excavation in. the Lock Cave 
revealed ana ther 25ft .. of passage. A trip to the same area in 
June vlaS a join.t trip with ass ,UNSllISS and HSS ,with little achived 
other than 50;:le mapping in C132-3, a solution passage. 

At the end of Jun.e~ a cave rescue practice was held at Bungonia~ 
T,he venue was kept secret vntil the Friday l).ight, resulting in 
rela~iv.elY. poor at~endance. Despite this2.resclJ,es were at~mp-
ted lil. .337, the Grill Cave and B31. In. Bj7, a series of t:I.-ght 
verti.cal and sloping fissures, the tWuryl was a broken leg, . 
caused by a fall in a loosf?; rock pile, The tpatien.tt "JaS manha-
ndl.ed towards the entrance, the "Jho:J-e system being too tight to· 
pe.rmit use of stretchers or splints" PainkilJ· HTRIIENEH. av.ail-
able on the trip t would have been used on an ac al rescu,? ,as fur-
ther abrasiv.e inJury in su.ch a rescue would be mevi "t9.ble. An. 
observation at the time was that blankets and air .... beds could be 
spread over sharp edges ~.over which the victim would have to be. 
dragged. . . 
Th.e next rescue was in the Grill Cave.. The t inju.ry1 was a bro~en. 
ankle and forearm, a res1,1lt of a 12ft. fall - the location being 
belo'vI the Crystal Palace. First on the, scene was a first aid off .... 
icer, who appl~ed arrl! and leg airsplints.. The patient was th.en 
ma.11.handled out,. lifting by rope at pitches~ At each such lift, a 
c.limber on a ladder guided and pro tected the patient. The C9mplete 
t rescu.e 1 was accomplished in exactly t,vO" hours. . . 
Th.e third venue VIas at the top of th.e third p~tch. in. B31, ~ try 
and gain experience ~ the typical situation. of an awkward st,.ueeze 
at the -top of a pitch. Altogether, th.e exercise proved to be. , 
very useful in gaintng_ ~?-12erj.~c~ tn. many ca?~ resctt.e teclmi.ques. 
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KEl·LPSEY SPELEOLOGICAL SOCmTy 

T,r1.ps to :aig Hill, Kamps Pinnacle, Temagog, ~lin.dy Gap, Yessaban and 
v1.sits ,from the Ne\'lcas"t~e Tecllni.caI. College Caving ~u.h, N"ewcastle 
University Speleological Soc'iety, Unj...versity· of 1ueensIand Spel~- . 
logical. Society ancI a lone member iraq Canberra Spel.eolog1.cal, Society. 

B ' Tiill" ~g .( " 
. ':these three trips were a.:i..med at introducing mem.bers of other 

organisations, in. the ICempsey district such as the Liont s Club to the 
art of caving. On one trip, 120 people 'Wer-e pro gressivrely' sno1'm, 
thr-ough the 'J:.ai ts Cr-eek Cave. 

Kemps Pinnacle, , 
Uhil$t not caving this trip appeared to be excellent. 

practi.ce for some of the scrub tashing necessary in the Kempsey area. 
ICeraps. P;i.l:J.l.1.a.cl~"i§ 40 ;.-lil.es west of Ker.lpsey in the Great Dividing 
Range, and is some 3870f"~'. aeove sea l~vel. An, appro?-. ?h was. :'!ad~ via 
A trail 'llas cu·t into 9J."'ld OU'(J of the PlllIlacle w~ th m~.cliet.tes 1.ll1t.U. 
the base of the Pinnac.l.e was reached. The climb 1:0 the top o~ the 
Gra.-'li.te Peak was reLat-ively easy excep~ for the loose stones which 
proved hazardous to the lo'ltler clirubers. Spectacul.ar vie'ltlS abo1llld 
of the Hac1..eay Valley, the coast., the Northern and lJestern ',r·able..r.'"1.ds 
and the val-ley 2000ft.. belo"'. 'l'hreatening weather for-ced an early 
ret.irement. 

\finely GaXl . 
. .. Investigations were car-ried further in. a nevI cav.e at lIindy 

Gap. 1:he cave "las bottonreC!. at. an. estinlated depth of 200 feet. , 
Several. new areas of limestone have been located by sur:face trogging .. 
''lith, some sma.ll. po tholes and caves and a fur.ther efflux. . _ 
Durtng Easter, urlSS '\U.si ted the area and located sever-aJl. new caves. 
A cave, closed during construction. of a road dur.ing Uorld 1Ja~ 2 was 
reloca:G.ed bu.t. not re-opf>.ned. Colt.s Cave waS visited and '·lueens-
land Cave diSCQvel'ed. '.t:he Crystal Cave was also visited,and. a 
further 1000ft. added to the known. length 0 f the TIiyer. Cave. 
In. June, an assuI..'t- '<Jas r1ade o~. the Efflux and holes. discovered on 
~~e trtp previously mentioned. Come 6 persons from.KSS assisted 
by membel"s of NUBS a~ed "i.th vast quanti'ties of excavating. equip .... 
;::Jen t tackled the jo b.. A hole above t.he Efflux '-laS opened. The 
cave proved to be a. sing.Te pat;lsage onTy tOOft. long \,1i th sever-aI. 
blocked leads going dO"1nvrar.ds. No eorll1:ection cou!ct be made '\vi th 
the Efflllx. 

Temagog 
An UIUl'a:m,ed cave at, TeraagQg has been extended a further 300ft~ 

u'sing explosives. After a false start in "lhich the gelignite fail,... 
eO. to e:1.rplode due to a wire break, a narr.ow squeeze was opened up 
suffici.en:'c"ly to allov acces s. Pro gress was again stopped by a 
further cons't-riction. 
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Yessabah 
This trip introduced members ef Newcastle ~echnical College 

Caving Club to the area. Six caves were visited. 

"=Ie ... "'.,c".ao'!''' .... ()OO~ 
e G ~ Q GO. • 0 v u • 0 • e 0 

CSS was the host society for the ASF Committee Conference in Jan
uary 1968, the meeting being held at the Technical College, witb a 
field trip to Cliefden Caves. 

ever the New Year week-end, a j9int trip ui th NSA was held at Tug
low where all members became familiar with the whole ef the main 
cave, md suitably celebrated the occasion. 

other trips were held to Banco.' s H~le, Canomadine, Iv~t. Carmel and 
Columbine, the lava caves at I,"t. Canobolas, but mainly to Cliefden. 
At the latter, the classic story of the man and his dog was preved 
to be trQe, under amusing circumstances. Having heard the story, 
(i.e. nog chases rabbit, falls into holA, posts lowered to help deg 
escape, dog disappears) the relevant hillside was thoroughly exam
ined. Giving up, the property owner was returning to his house 
vlhen he slipped into an undiscovered hole. An examination ef the 
hole showed that there was, in fact, a fencepost and a skeleton of 
a dog inside. Euch effort has been put into further excavation 

< of this, the Warrigal Cave. Other caves vis i ted include Cliefden 
r:ain, Buondero? and Trapdoor. 

O"O~"~"OOOD.Q"!lOt)O 
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SYlJNEY SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

The past few months have seen much activity in SSS. Although 
the usual Christmas breaks have pr,')bably cut down trip numbers, 
this has been compensated in the chances for trips to go further 
afield and members have been to such places as New Zealand. 
Back in the State, work has continued on the long term projects 
and in running exploratory trips to small md less important cav
ing areas. Interest has of course been high in Bungonia and a 
large number of trips have been taken there. 

J~nolan 
Further work has been carried out in the project of map

ping Hamm~th Cave. The area under attack has been the extremo
ly complicated section between Central Level Lake and the Rail
way Tunnel. This part contains a multitude of tunnels leading 
off in all directions. A traverse has been completed through 
and the filling in of details is under way. Lammoth has also 
been the target of photographic trips, the Oolite sections and 
lower level river area receiving most attentirn. 

5 
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Jun go nia 
This is the area which has has nost trips '\'li th the Zfflux as 

usual occupying nost of t'1e time and energy • Five trips have gone 
c.igging and re:;lOving earth ,and latterly, the principle of the syphon 
has been involved in the forr1 of 220ft. of 3:f.nch rigid PVC pipe. 
lt7i th this pipe, the figures of 250-300 gpm. "rater removed have been 
recorded, although due to cO;71plications, the bottor!l has not yet been 
reacl.:ed. '£11e plateau has received some El.ttention in the for::. of 
digging trips to :.21. '.Chis is a sinld},ole near the recently openQQ 
:322 and is shO"i.!ing considerable prO:C1ise~ 

Fee Jasper 
Ii photo graphic trip ,,'as taken to the Dip and Punchbo'\'Jl Caves. 

~jurrinjuck (Cow llat Creek) 
This very seldom visited area (nor:lally belo,,' "Tn tel' level 

of .'urrinjuck Da:l) was ;:lappeo. anC'. fully explored. The prednmine.nt 
feature of the caves i'Ja.S a 2-3ft. layer of. soft mud which encrusted 
everything and 1'1B.Oe progress some\lhat slow. 

Yarrangobilly 
~l. recent trip has been !1.ade to an area close to 'Zarran-

go tilly, it is 10 ca ted on the upper reaches of Jounama Creek. ~.~ t 
various points in the area there are streams going underground and a 
"balance of the we.ter is getting to '~~arrangobilly River ~·).s tirle on 
this trip was short it is planned to do further "Jork vii th tr~.cers 
such as fluorescein. 

CO\1 £i'lat 
T:1is area was visited and several caves located and mapped. 

Tlce area, alt1:1ough having TImch liI'.lestone is not rich in caves and 
tile ones found were rat;.1er s::'1all and largely devoid of formations • 

• .. • • • *' 0 ••••••• " ., .... l1li .... (I ••••• 
• • • v c " ,_ C. ILl .. ~ \>. Q ,< DC'" !J '" .. ' 'l.) 4' :; .. ... ~ • 4) 

Cliefden 
During a visit to 'l'aplo'\tl ~"lat Cave in Je.nuary', a nei'l exten

s:'on, entered through a five foot drop ane a squeeze \!HS discovered • 
.J.:'urther trips v:ere held to nap this cave, 650ft. '(leing surveyed in 
}ebruary. In .. ~pril, vIi til t'\·/o ;:lapping parties, the survey vJas ex-
tended to. 2300ft. In _·:..ugus t 2 another 500ft. 1i'1as surveyed and a 
ne"1 200ft. extension discovered. 

~.: ee Jasper 
Visi ts '\:Jere i.i.ade to the area for trip leader training, 

follo"ied by a Fresherts trip. 
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Jenolan 
In December a party discovsred a new cave located near 

Wilburd Lake Cave. After a 25ft. chimney, a narrow passage led 
to a chamber approximately 50ft x 30ft apparently terminating in 
a rockpile, but a further smaller chamber was entered, with a 
30ft~ (approx.) pitch at the far end. 

1I'fyanbene 

7 

In April, a combined trip with CSS was held to carry out 
studies of serpentine passages. Twc members sustained sprained 
ankles, but the remainder pushed on into the new extension, includ
ing a vis.i t to the Gun Barrel. This is a large dome pit, 
with water-carved "rifling" down the walls. All limestone has 
been removed, the collapse material on the floor being black 
cherty material, some conglomerate and slatey material. 

Buchan 
At Easter, 20 members visited Buchan in Vict~ria, in con

junctirn with members of VSA. Vis its were made to TrOg Dj:p i 
Hope's Cave, TIidgeridoo Cave, Dalley's Sinkhole, Sub Aqua Cave, 
Wilson's Cave, Lilly Pilly, Anticline Cave and Pyramid Galen3mine. 

Yarrangobilly 
In June, 8. party visited thb area to report 0n the 

possibili ty of installip..:g gates on some of the caves on the plat
eau. Despite the snow and ice conditions, visits were made 
to J'::ast Deep Creek, East and West Eagles l'lest and Eyrie. 
A report was furnished as requested. 

Cooleman 
At Easter, a party visited the River C ave found the 

downstream siphon dry, and managed to sxplore a.pproximately 1050 
feet of passage, to where the river disappears in a narrow earthy 
passage. Inscriptions were found, dating back to the turn of 
the century. 

VVESTERN LUSTR.AJHAli~SFEhEO:liJeGICAL Gl.OUP. 

Trips tf' the Sou1:;h-West, Namban Hiver and Yanchep. 

Namban River 
This area is situated 120 miles North of Perth. 

Seven members attended a trip in February which was a mixed 
miscellanea of surface trogging, to relocate known caves, 
search for new ones anCl. to collec'; specimens of cave life, cave 
minerals and bone material. Super Cave was entered, this 
being sell1!cted as a site for further studies and :1 survey of 
the cave prepared. Samples of phosphate minerals, bones and 
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fauna 'wera cal:l-ected. 

Nearby an unnamed cava 11JaS locatad containing excellent fori:lations? 
phosphate and bone deposits.. . The cave is to be,gated as SOl:1e 
evidenc.e. of. vandal.i.sm 'Nas no'tad. 
\'It?stons Cave. 'Was: e.ntarBd and has: been niruad fO'r' phosphates, the. :fCrlL 
ways. remaininge> Other caves e.ntared we.re. Pre.tty· and QUondong . 
Caves and saveral unnamed caves o Sone good' formations were notad 
as wara bats and VIetas'. In. Quondong Cave, staIagmi te drip' pits 
'Vle.re. fo'und and sanpLas o'f. mo'onnilk collected for particle s:ixe dat
e.rmina tioil.o 
In ApriJl, a f.urther trip again. spent. some. tine sUTface trn'gging the 
area,> Hore holas werB Jlocated but nene. gave access to' cave:s ben,.. 
eath.. hcywe:v:ex., stones droppe.d down. a group ·o·f holes' indi.ca ted: caves' 
Wlderneath. as they could be heard to f.all into water and l'Jud in. sev
arali casaso 

South. viaat, 
Only ona trill is: reported to this p'raa, 200 miles SoutA 

of Perth., and is situated in the. l3o'raniup area" . One cave visi t
ad "VIas EII..ensbrook River' Cave where a cor,lI;rass and tape survey waS 
carried. out and SOl:l€a. renaraT caving indulged' upon~ Harnmoth eave 
Dolirua vlas' inv.estigated and Conference Cava visi tad as was VIi tsh-
cliffa Cave.. In. Crystal Cava af.forts were. made to locate an. ex-
tensio'n reportad in. the past. This was not; Iocated, however, 
ano ther ex t.ensicn. cO'nsisting oil a baau:tiful. gro t·to of white.. crys~I. 
fo'rmation VIas discovered" Roek dams were. built trr prevent: rubble 
fro?:.1 a rockpila encroaching o"n. the grotto and the. entrance sealed. 

Yanchep. 
Two' trips.: to Yiulchep Camas where: 5.urvaying has been carried 

out in. RO'ad Cav-a, an.. attempt made. to link Boome.rang Qo'r"ge. Cave: and 
Silv.er S tacking Cava. A small. extension. was found in. a smaIl 
cave above 'Hater: Cava and soma bones IJollactad" Se.veral other 
naw holas wera located and entered .. 
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Changa your, address recently? 

How about. Jlatting the. ASF know the new address too 1 

Send a cO'PY" 0'1' it to": The NewsI.attar Hanager' 

PO.. Box 388 

Broadway 

n~w South 1ilales 2007 
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