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RENDEI3VOUS AT KEt!.iPSEY o 

t
U 

Since the last A.S. ]? Newsletter ·-VlaS published, interest has 
quickened in the forthcoming Conference at Kel~lpsey, N.S. U •• The 
organizer s at KeiD.ps ey have distributed to every society ma ny 
application blanks tcg ether 1,.Ji th C0 2.'lf erence details and an 
introduction to the cave ar Gas · of int e::."'e8·i., in the :Macleay valleyo 
Also, Elery Ham.ilton-Smith h as been appointed Conference 
Secl'etary~ and has circulat ed a proposed agenda and other details 

• t'J societies. .. . 

Provided that t h ere i s good repre3entation from rD.eraber-societies 
allover 1ustr3lia, this Conference could bo a h ealthy step 
fOTvlard in the h istory of t h e Ii" S< Ii'. • From. the point of vievl 
of organization and preparation, the ·Collference would seem to be 
a guarant eed SUCC83S. But a · great deal d2pends upon the 
attitude of each delegate and speleo who comes. Many people 
over the years have expressed the thought · that these Conferences 
are t oo full of deT!li-political urangling & The Conference , 
Secretary is El'J.deavonr ing to set a p:'ogramr,18 llhich concentrates 
o n caving" and \ii:lich I/mrks in an atmosphere of harmony and CDn1I10 n 

r.ff ·C':::.'-'.J 0 But 878-,::,y-L~ ... ing dei) e:nd ~:; Ur'~I iJ. t L.e del eg2t 8S vila C<;L1.?, [;r,c1 
~. ~ .., "'~·1 
l.. .... .: ...... _ ... ~ 
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The survival of the ~.SoF. depends a great deal upon t he succes s of 
these biennial Conferences. The ,il.S.:B'. i -s" after all: Q fed eY' ::l tion 
of societies, ar..d it can i"ulfil its pnr p058 only to -I-h e extent t h3t 
societies suppdrt and take an interest in it.. And the eA"'tent to 
which societies support the LoS~ F ('. is dependent upon t h e attj_t ndo 
and interest 'of you and n e, the members of those societies. Our 
presence at Kompsey this Dec~uber 'will .greatly influence theiITllilediate 
future of L.ustrDlian speleology., ~'JG 1-Jill Dlso get much help and 
enjo~uent oursill1vos. . ~ 

CONFEP£i:JCE PROGPJlJvil'·iE - latest edi tibn. 

Dec. 26th. Opening Day, Llainly taken up '-lith meeting delogates and 
fellow speleos attending the Conference, and. l1settling in. 11 

For those 1vho vIiil arrive ea rly, a start on some near-c:t
hand caves 'might be possible. 

Dec.27th. 2.00 pm~ (SHARP) Conferenco opens. 

Dec.28th~ 

Dec. 29th. 

Dec.30th. 

Dec.31st. 

C01Tilili tte8 business during afternoon. Business to continue 
in early Gvening,foll01.Jedby slides and rGportS 'on''' recent 
discoveries. 

Morning - CQr.llJ.i ttee business. 
.L~fternoon - Papel"s on caving technique and other matters 
of general interest. 
Evening - npo.rty Nightll - Ll8.il1bers of K.S.S. ~Jill entert8in 
visitors around town or in their hOllies. 

l:orning - Papers on cave oreas visited. 
-L.fternoon - Papers on cove science. • 
Evening ~ Caveman's Dilli~er, followed qy an address by 
Professor Voisey of the University of New England on the 
geology ,.of the areavlhich we vlill be visiting . End 
evening with films. 

Wind-up session of Conference. 
If business is finished early, q b3rbecue picnic t.o ~ -Big 
Hill on the coast hus been suggested by IC.S .. S. 

To the Cavesl 
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The Victorian Cove Secrch Dnd Rescue OrR[]niz[]t.i£.n 

Recognizing thot coves can be n source of dDD.g or,? net only to 
speleologista, but 81so to mel~lbers of the; public, pnrtioJ.lsrlD'" 
children, Hho "mnder into thetll? the members of the titlO Vic-Gor"iCJn 
speleol:ogicol societies, V"CClE"S~ and Sub-AqUCl S" So hElve joined 
forces to form a search Dnd r escue organizat i on (vcsn)Q " 

· 1Vhen un 8rlergency occu~s, police or other persons i mrJediotely 
• co~·)tact an:/" ono of four VCSE Isa ders, whose phone n'Ll.1J.bers both 

at work Dnd ho1.';1o Bre l<lell publicized in appropriate quartorsQ 
ECtch of those four leoders is pro~lided lJ.l th a list of instruct .. , 
ion s.' end Y~novJG -\ ,,:h n.t to d01ihen a CElli isreceiv edJ and t~c 

~. 

steps in organizing the r es cue procedUl"e" He a lso has [1 complete 
contact list of VCSR members .. 

The first of the four VC.sR. leaders to Dy.Tive CJt the eme:rgency 
area Elutomatically become s the leader of the res cue operation" 
Here another set of detailed ipstructions @lides h~~ in dividing 
the" se.archers into parties, eoch vIi th 0 party leader and definite 
instructiOns. , The leader must keep a COillplete r egister of " [111 
t hose' engaged "in tho operat ion, a no. keep not es thereon of the 
current duty or position of eoch helper. Orily the leador lllay 
give information -'vo prsss representatives, etc." 

E3Ch individual merab3r of the VCSR hDS a list of instructions 
telling hin ~-hat to do and what not to do, whel'e tho llleeting" 
p18ce is in omergency, a de t ailed list of equipment whi ch must 
be taken and ready for use~ rules gov~rning generel conduct "in 
the emergency, recognized signals, etc •• 

Other societie s deeiring rlore details of this orgC1nizEtion!l nay 
contc::ct the s ecretary Grahau D. ShiH.j, 14 Nicole Avenue; ' 

"-' Dandenong ;l Victorin • . 

KEEP -IJiQSE " APPLICATIONSROUJING IN l 

The organizers of the A.S.Fo Kempsey Conference ore anxious to· • 
1'(3ceiv 8 complet e:l appliC[1tion blanks as so.on c:s possible" Col 
Ca rt8r~ J., Albel'1 t St. KeDDs TT 1-1 ould l ike to L:::,V3 all fO ::r.18 in 

../ ' h. ~. • 

by l5th~ Octol:icro A.ddi tiona]. C. Pl~l:1.c2·G io~·u CJ~::- 8 aV~i iJc; :J~8<-
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,Grot.~.s:..Lde3 ,·RQttlQn1.Q (R1Jli1eniah Caves) 
11 r eview b;)T N:'hai Sor bc::!n) Iosif Vichrnau0., and Dan CO.Ll[ui; pu', lished 
by lVleridiClns .... Fdi tions J Bucharest ,1961.:-

This publicatio!l consist s of an Int:"od:.:uJtion to RUL1[lnian 
speleo1~gy (29 PP " )s terminology (9 pp ., ), and a bibliography of 3 
pages, Iollovled b-j" ~ ]/1-3 r;lonotone photO~?Y'!: ' pl1n 1"1] us+r<:> t ··, UN the v ' .~ 

• • v--,-<J. \o:l ~ -; uC; '~_5 . er..i.uU3 
aspects of speleology ll1 RUl:lania~ The various s cct::'ons of 'photo • 
ECl~lJ.S . or e grouped under such headin2"G as ... 0 Ka'ps',t 're'-l" ons Q S, ' f g ~ ~ 
1\.8r.c t n , t. I 0 ~ - . J b ·- ....' ur ace 
_.' ou · IorJ.J.a lons; pa"Ghs of lliLdel'ground 'VIater; underground 
Karstfol'rllstioIlS; oxplorClt i o .. l of the d oFths; staJogmitic fOrL18tions~ 
cavern ice; aspects of speleological study; and From one cave to the 
othere The photographs are;: for the l:lOst part, gn by ' Ion in size 
3nd are of excellent quality" The text is in French} but as the 
publication iscoraposedmainly of photographs this is not a Daj or 
draw 'back. 

Following is an abstract of the Introduction, pr epared by Ni~s ' ~ana 
lVIurphy of S.U.S.S. ~ ._-

This book traces thG history of ' scientific speleology in the light 
of the life of ~Jile Go Ra covitza) a Rumanian profossor in zoology~ 
The.. follovling rough translation gives some idea of the first pDrt of 
the book • 

. liThe progres.s of science, to the end of the last century, had 
givel1 bi,rth, by opPo,$ition :to the older analytical disciplines, .. to ~ 
a series 0'£ etlpirical disciplines, having as their aitls the establ:tWr~ 
ment in biolo~y of the nost general l aws which would be able to make 
understood and .. explained the Elpparent dissinilar phenomena. of the 
living . world c . :~Ono of the LIen of science, who contributed to this 
new mode of research and study of nature, was tho Ruclanian scientist 
Emile G .. Racovi tza ..- , It ... w0s he who pa~tic~pated in a decisive Danner 
in the foundation of a new empirical science, the science of coves, 
called tSpeleology.t 

"The life of Racovitza is outlined ,with special reference to his 
'trwrkdealingwith underground cave ' zoology~ In 1920, largely· due to 
his efforts the Insti tut de Speleologie at Cluj (the fir .st in the 
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world) ,·m s founded .- It ..] tl . . encourag8u 18 sClentific :;-" _038Droh -:of, __ 
CDVOS and employed zoologists primarily" These ,,[ore pl'ofessional 
speleoJ_ogists but he also paid homage to the work of amateur 
speloologistsotT 

The latter p£L.'t cjf tho boo}-~ deals with pres ent dDY Ruma nian . 
speloologye Eight cave SYS~~ODS; including an ice-cQve SystBlj~ 
are des oribed" The physio gr -uphy of the Drens, hydrology resear ches 

•
< _~~nce~!lPO~8T:~ a~d fo ssil )~s _ and ~_~sea :;.~ch 0:: fOl'f:1ot io~ of COVGs. _ 
uJ ca ve .LOru:;) tlons ore Qoult vlluh~~ DS llOl.l cs the IQUn8, fOSSJ_l~ _ . 

:iliving fossil115 and living of coves" This is all amply illus.~ 
tratoo by photos ;, so th8t even if the vlOrth",hile effort of trans~ , . 
la ting is l'lOt undertaken, tho photos D!.'O instructive Dnd interest.-:;_:1g 
in themselves .. 

liilltP:C" .. ~ve Indic8~oro Conrad, -L. G. NSS News, XX, 1 -(J on. 1962) 
pp~5 ' 

1~ snort pDper describing air .currents observed issuing froLl an 
Cl bandoned 8quoduct. h cubic cDpacity of opprox. 8,000 to 
10,000 cubic YDrds was estinated, and Wind issuing from this 
e':ntranc e during ,.,inter measurod at 20 m.p"h. Temperat:ure within 
the aqueduct was 50° F. whilo the external temperature "l8s~15~F.: ,. 
The wind was no longer observCJ ble when the external tempero'tur-e 
rose to 15°F" 

". SorJ.e Old Dnd N§YJ Techn,iQues for Vertical Cavil1.£o ' Perera, T" .... . 
NSS -News, _ XX, 2 (Feb<t 1962), pp .. 12-16; ibid~ XX, 3 (J.vIar- ~ 1962) 
ppe29 .... 31. ---. , 

A pap8'~-:w:pich deais with L.iilericc:m techniques of vertj.cal ~ - : 
exploration, dealing primarily uith rappelling and prusik knot '- - -
methods. 1~ simple -SG8t is described, and three. methods of 
r 2ppelling - using [l carabiner _with br~k_e, _ using two carabiners 
3S an erilergency system, or using three cDrabiners.. The classic 
prusik knot is detailed, along with the Bachme.nn and ltultimote 
prusiktt" Several fJ.ethods of as cent using prusik slings . are 
doscribed- and attention paid to the safety ne8sures in these 
techniques. 
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News from all ov'er. 

A party of five me-libel's of TasmaniCl il Cavel'neering Club .. hiked from 
Naydena (Derl.-Jent Valley) in June to examine a hole fov-nd ' the pre~v}.ous 
SUlilIller., The hole vJElS relocoted and penetrated to [I depth of forty 
feet 0 The cave goes fu:cthor and enlorges but time and lack of 
equipment prevented further e:x-plorationc 11 num.ber of other promising 
holes I.,Tere noted ' in this peeion, so fUl"ther reports moy be expected • • From DaI'vTin, the il8l.{ly instituted Dor'l,-Jin Speleologic[]l Group is 
proposing to prepare lor issue [l public8tio:n deoling '!,vi th caves and 
cavinS in the l'TortheJ:n Terri tory (Bloss t heir he8rt s t ) Productioi1 
of this depends very much on cost, and the Group vIOa ld lik e to get 
some idea as to hOvl many people vTould be interest ed i n ~::!Ur chosing 
copies" If you are interested in the venture} contact the S OC] et y ,. 
C/_. Bill 1'lalsh, 4 Hanton Street, D[lrl,.Tin.N .. T •• 

The h:S.F. Librarionhas for some tine been pr eparing a punch-card 
systom for the abstracting a:nd subject index to orticles ClnG public-
ations. This is a bigger job than most of us roalise, but 1i:1on--
complete, it 'l,rill be very valuable ' for locatine; articles,9 as punch
cards offer many advantages in inforna tion retrieval c 

Gordon Bain, president of Part lYIoresby 8.S., reports that the Society 
has not been very 3ctive during the first half of this year"However, 
a society member who is 8.1so a tea cheT at tho Port Noresby High School 
has organized a Trail Club to enco1J.rag e schoo1 st'l .... den:ts to enjoy bu~ 
'!.Jalking and caving. . The P.N.S.S .. has taken SOP.lG tlenbors of the 'I'rllr 
Club on two caving trips, and hopes tpClt vmen they ' loave High School 
they will become active members of the Speleo Society" As lilost of 
us know, GordDn B3in visited most of the Australian states eO.rlier this 
year, and he vIishes to pass on his sincel"e thanks to all liu.stralian 
speleos who helped to nake his caving holiday interesting and 
beneficial., 

(AoS.F ~ Library abstract s are continued on page 7). 
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~J.though these techniques are not favoured here, and appear to 
offer no advantage over our '1oJ::mal ladder methocis, a 'knowledge of 

. the prucik techniquJ0 may wel l pl"ove valuoblo in emereencies, and 
so these very d3tailed ar-tic12:J r epay full attontioEo 

~fter a member of an exploring party had dislocated an a=m 
",hile chimneying" ar.. attempt - "f"JaS Lwd3 to 'J_eave the cave without 

_aIling ou~si~e helpo. . This vms unsuccessfulJ and resulted in 
extreme paln -liO the vlctllil. A doctor was able to be called to 
the cave, injected an analgesic, corrected the dislocation and 
taped ~he arrIl to the victirJ. 1 s body. He vJas then able to,climp 
out od the cave with little assistance. 

* Nicrb-Ve~oc:=!-ty ' 1La~D.orJ.et8rn ~1hite, Thoma s H. NSS NevlS, XX; .4 
(~pr.1962) pp.46-48. 

, ". 
One of the probleI!ls encountered with m,easuring air illov8Llents 

in caves is that it has not been possible to accurately dotermine 
the velocity of the ver y slight novements occurring" Conventional 
hand aneIilon.eters not only lack the sensitivity and wide range, 
but are not sufficiently rugged for cave use~ The author uescribes 
a ·, circuit using a bead- type thermonistor coupled with a Wheatstone 
Bridge circuit and using a micro-mill~eter to neasure the change 
in voltage as the resistance of the thermistor changes with the 
air moveL1~nts. -. 

~_ (Note - This circuit has alreadY"been built and tested in 
~ictoria, and it is planned to use it in a forthcooing study of 

cave cli..rn.atesQ) 

Noulis Subterrenean Laboratory. Noore, George We . NBS News, 
XX, 5 (Nay 1962), ppo58-59 • 

. _ _ ~ brief description of the famous underground laborato~ at 
Noru;is, France, with photographs and a plan of the layout. 

The above abstracts from NSS News were 
prepared by Elery Hamilton-Smith (V. C.E.S.) 
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CAVE CO NSE}1.VNf ION IN ®EEl,ISLAND 

In a, recent issue of tfDovm. Under lt , the Unive~si ty of Queensland Speleo
logical Society supplied a brief l'oport on a problem of cave cons erv
ation in the v:ell-knovln l it. Etna cave region close to Rock,hampton. 
During a one~vIeek visit to this area, society membe!'s saw quarrying 
operations which are ' endangering coves.. Approaches to the Queens-
land Hational Parks Lls sociation £lnd to the state1:1ines and Lands 

:. Itepartxnents are being madeo The society would appreciate support. 
~ from , ail possible source8o . 

)I 

DuriFg ·the visit to Nt. Etna, the society conducted a prelimin£lry 
shrl.tey for latG:;''' vmrh:, and Ct .3"(' .. ti1.iTI3ry of the report appears in uDo1v.cl 

· Under. n Incidentally, iliss Tesch of this society is conducting 
~n i.n.troductory s'v1rvey of tithe attitude touards caveD and caving!! 
by ~ ~peleC)logist~, and personal questionaires have b3en dist:ri i'JUted ' 
to many societies in this c0l1n8ctiono Niss Tesch vJOuld like to 
pave 'these blanks back as soon as possible, and she hopes to have 
a report on thms survey for the A.S.F. Conference in December. 

NE1.fS FHOI:I TJIE NORTHER1T TEEHITOHY 

The nevi Dan,,rin Speleological Group has produced its third ne';islett er, 
which inclv~des a report on the caving potential of the Fenton area 
near Darwin.vJhile the caves of the Katherine district have oft en 
re~ei ved attention and investigation during r eeent years} there has 
been little previous investigation of the caves neQr to Dart-.dn" The 
Groupt s first trip to Fenton led to the discovery of the Gas Cave, • .. 
containing much Carbon Dioxide, and a subsequent visit has revealed -
possibili ties provided that a dangerous earth~··roofed squeeze can bo 
safely negotiated. A nuraber of other holes in the area have been 
indexed on a surface map, and one of these is rich in bone moterial. 
The Group is taking steps to procure a flexible ladder before mak:ing 
another trip to .Fenton. 

The present attempt oy three people (oJ.:·iginally four) to break the 
recently-set vlOrId record f ,or staying undergroui1d has roce::i.ved much 
publicityo Unfo'rtunately, neHspap ers give the inpT8ssion that the 
members of thepal'ty aTe recogniz-:;d speleologi s-Gs, bJ..t this is not 
Only ons of tho p nr-\r!, leadG::' Bill P8ntla.ll~ bos ever l'ecn iY.l Q C 3'lQ 

previously" Tl".c7 ~'S\7'C r,1,r"lC" 1J11 0'10 or J 'l l ' bn-l.+ n-"'- 1,. .. ".,.- ' • r:~ ~8t 

a npJ.ogs ant c3'lec. in ~h'3 ~~;:d· ~,. ~ .c,~ S:i,)~0~C:l; ·-1~! ~:_;~"~i·:.j; '~ :.~~~-~~: ) . ] ~~~ '~ _, ' ;" ')}~ 
· ".J.j w.:'qr:L~8 t ect .., 

so ., 


