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News whlch arrives late is not news at all. No one is very
interested in what happened six months ago, and it is frustrating
indeed to receive notice of an event which took place a month
agoe Yet this situation is frequently a reality as far as
this Newsletter is concerned.

The LeS.F. executive has expressed alarm at the fact that some
‘nembers of L.S.F. societies still had not yet received their

; copies of the June Newsletter by the middle of September. This
is most unsatisfactory, and most of the value of the Newsletter
as a medium of communication is lost. To be useful and effect-
ive, the Newsletter should reach every Australian speleologist
w1th1n a week of the date of publication.

Under the present system of posting, the societies themselves
constitute the main barrier, for the Newsletters are not forward-
ed on to society members as quickly as they should be. To renedy
this situation, societies are asked to supply to the editor each
guarter a set of addressed envelopes, 9 by 4 inches. The News-
letter can then be sent direct to each member, and delivery will
be speedier.

3001

MELBOURNE,
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Our President, Warren Peck, is still in the Northern Territ-—
ory, and will remain there until the end of the year. He was
able to snend a little time caving with members of the Territory
Speleological Society in August, and made.a flying visit to
llelbourne and Pydney in September. I'or those who may still wish
to communicate with him, his address is :—- Fly. Off. V. Peck,
(0211609), 5 ACS Quarry, R.A.A.F. DARVIN. W.T. =

Gordon Bain, secretary of the Port Lioresby 5:3.3 1s keen to
spend his three-month leave actively caving right around Aust-
ralia. He has published his timetable of movements, and requests
gotieties to trip.him around if possible. His projected itin-
erary is as follows :i-= Christmasg'Caﬁberrag Boxinz Day-to-mid~—
January, Sydney & Canberra; late January, Melbourne; late Jan—
nary to mid-February, Tasmaniag ast half of February, Adslaides
Yarch, West Australia. Gordon warts as many Australian cavers
as possible to return to New Guinea with him in early April for a
good long expedition to the Chuave Caves there. The Chuave area
is full of tremendous caving potential, and Gordon hones to spend
a month there. If anyone would like to join him, he would be
anrious to hear from you — write him C/o P.0. Box 2; Konedobu,
Papua.

Your editor is heading for New Zealand in mid-December and
will be there for a month, the main goal of the trip being to
marry his fiancee.'- This means that the December issue of thi
Tewsletter must be published by mid-December. . Society secrct
ies and other communicants are recuested to assist by forwarding
information for publication before lst. December.

On the more sober side, we are sad to record the deaths of
three widely known Australian speleos. Shortly after the June
A.3.F, Newsletter was distributed, we heard of the death of Mr.

F. C. Brown, a foundation member of our oldest society; Tasmanian
Caverneering Club. More recently, in August, two members of
S.U.S.5. — Ted Faunce and Ross PFrazer - were killed in a road
accident when returning from a weckend caving trip. We give this
informaticn here, since these threc spelcos were known to meribers
of sccicties other than their own.
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LA.S.F, COMMITTZEE MEETING, Jan.1l962

Prcliminary Details

The A.S.F. Committec Meeting will be held in Sydncy, as agreed
at the Canberra Conference. Bach socicty is urged to scnd a
delegate or make arrangements for represcntation at the llcetings.
Here are the preliminary details :- :

Mceting commences . 2-30 p.m. Saturday, 27th. Jan.1962

. Mceting concludes 2 Sunday night (but may extond to Monday
morning if business requires this.)

Location s This is yet to be finalised, but it
will be closc to the centre of Sydney.

Who to notify if comings: Graham Walllo, 6 Mandolong Road,
Mosman. N.S.

Accommodation 2 SUSS and SSS have bcen asked to billet
any interstate or N.S.W. country 4
members. Anyone necding accommodat-—
ion, notify Glaham Wallis as soon
as practicable.

Onc of the important items of business for this Meeting will be
the possibility of publishing an A.S.F. Journal devoted to details

of new discoverics and maps.

TANIZATION
VG- Nac annc tedbr,. hols Raeharés

university of Iew South Walcs, as
1o p::;:"“ g gcheome for an A.5.F, € ;

Oane of joc of this proposed body \QJI& be

arry out woirk of real scientific worth in our

A

would “ub"ﬁsh an Australian journal ¢f cave acicnec,

=

in which gciontists investigating Australian caves and their
fauna can publish gcient LflC papers. Jr.- Richards i8S nvestig—
ating the possibilities of raising tihe nccessary finance e don=

rom scientists and intercsted
ttee conszists of Dr. Richards,
BV It is expected
eeiting in Januarya

17
ations and sdvance subscriptiocns
organizations. The planning con
two scientists, and an A.S.F. ey
to have a rcport for the A.S.F.

S
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RCUND-UP OF SOCIIETY ACTIVITIES

¥ New Guinea., Port lMoresby S.S. has not been actively 1ately, but

a large expedition to the Dastern Highlands is planned in early
April 1962, led by Gordon Bain. The trip will confine itself to
the Chuave-Mt.#limbari region, where there is a vast potential for
real caving. Transport into the area is perhaps the major prob-
lem, but if some Australian cavers plan to go, a private plane
might be chartered.

¥ Northern Territory. As might be imagined, the Northern Territor;
S.S. is a small society, and its membership is scattered, so

that organization of frequent trips is difficult. Hewever, A.S.F.
resident Warren Peck has been in the Territory in recent months,

and N.T.3.8. took advantage of his visit to conduct a trip to their

biggest known system — the Sixteen liile Cave (not 16 miles long,

but 16 miles south of Katherine). Warren reports that the sigze

of this system is quite impressive, though much of the formation

is very dry and dusty.

* Kempsey, N.S.W. Much of Kempsey's caving activities in recent
months has occurred in the area in and around Stockyard Creeck,
which is one of the tributaries of the upper Macleay River. During

the past quarter, considergble time has been spent in the "Windy
Gap'" section of the creek and here, for the first time in the
Kempsey area, an underground river has becn diwcovered. Several
attempts have been made to follow the river upstream along a low
and narrow channel, and members have been able to proceed mor‘han
80 feet before having to retreat — and recheat.

Where the river emerges from the cave, it has built up an impres
sive terrace of flowstone many feet thlbm and many yards wide over
the hillside for 200 yards before joining VWindy Gap Creck. This,
combined with the fact that the stream flows from a large area of
high land containing numerous limestone outcrops, gives hope that
the stream tunnel may drain a large cave system. Three other
caves have already been located in the immediate area, two of them
over 300 feet in length, but repcated visits have failed to find
any extensions large enough for humans to ncgotiate.

The activities of K.S.S. will be of gpecial interest to Aust-~-
ralian speleos, since the 1962-63 Conference will convene there.
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* Newcastle, N.S.W. Members of

been trogging at many places,
party recently re-discovered the
considers it worthwhile to visit
no one had entered this cave for

While investigating limestone

Newcastle University S.S. have
particularly Wombeyan. Here a
old Glass Cave, and apparently
again. The party reported that
a long time.

outcrops on the mining leases and

near the southern and western boundarics of the Wombeyan Reserve,
isociety entered a new cave, which contained a fairly well dec-
ted cavern and about 500 foot of passageway. The cavern has
a pool of water and a syphon, which the society intends to invest-
igate. This may be quite within their rcalm, since the society
is now working in conjunction with the Underwater Rescarch Group
at Newcastlec.
* Cooranbong, N.S.W. The society at Cooranbong is receiving
quitc a large influx of new members this year, and in recent
months the society has had to concentrate on a series of trips
gearcd to train prospesctive members. A successful expedition to
Wombeyan Caves in Scptember is reported, and further trips are
proposcd to this area.

X Bydney.

iney. 1In the June issuc of Newsletter, we recported that
Sydney S.S. had been investigating new outcrops on the Hollandcrs
River. During August, the socicty conducted a trip to investigate
reports of limestone and caves in ancther area —— Tugalong, ncar

the Wollondilly River,; south-cast of Wombeyan. Members cxplored
. area, but found no limestone.
S.5.3. has commenced

and Bungonia. At both

cave numbering systems at Yarrangobilly

of thesc area, approximately 40 cave ent-—
rances have been marked and plotted on a map. At both caves, the
cave numbering has been carried out with the knowlecdge and authority
of responsible authoritics —— at Yarrangobilly with the permission
of the Tourist Department, and at Bungonia with the knowledge of

the Bungonia Park Trust.

* Jenolan; N.S.W. This has been the main centre of activity of
the Sydney University explorcrs during the past quarter. The
interest has naturally followed on from thc cxtensive new discov-

crics in the Mammoth Cave, reported in the Junc Newsletter.
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In July of this year, a party of twelve entered the new northern
extensions (now known as the North Passage of the Mammoth Cave),
and made some further discoveries. A lead from the top of a mud-
slope was investigated, and members found a respectable extension
of about 600 feet. ther members of the same party had less
success, for after much effort in removing rocks from a blocked
passage leading from the Great North Cavern, they discovered an
extension only twelve feot long. Further discoveries in this
new portion of the Mammoth are likely in coming months. .

Other S.U.S.S5. members have recently excavated a hole near the
DWavln” Fields at Jenolan, and explored a small cave leading down-
rds about 10C feet. The leader of the party warned that this

cave has plenty of loose rocks not yet knocked down, and might
b dangerous for the first few trips into it.

*  Qrange, N.35.7. During Septsmber, Orange S.S5. made

Walli (near Cliefden Caves) and Coolamatong (S.W. of Mount
Canoblas near Orange). At Walli, members searched for a sccond
entrance to ths tov“plpe Cave, and found one with good posgibil-
ities, but with a lot of stones to be cleared from the entrance. .
Also at Walli, five members descended the Deep Hole to investigate
a new lead previcusly reported. The new section wags located and
partially explored. Plentiful formation was found, and several

cew leads for ffuture examination.

At Coolamatong, a reconnaissance trip was made to a newly
located limestone outcrop, and three sinkholes were pinpointed.
A lava cave was found less than two miles away. Further trips
will be made to the area.

0.3.3. has received a reguest from the Molong Chamber of Comm-—
erce for assistance in investigating the possibilities of opening
caves in the Molong district to tourist inspection. The society
has promised cooperation and will spend some time examining known
caves in the district.

EY

* Bungonia, N.S.W. This cave system continucs to be the chief

o

interest of the University of N.3.W. spelcos. Recently, a trip

was planned with the intention of finishing the survey of Cave
B-31, but this was hampered by rain oatulao and foggy conditions

OO
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inside. However, a survey to the 320 feet level is complete
except for a small upper section. A complete report on the
society's work at Bungonia is being prepared at prescnt.

U.N.S.%W.S5.5. has also conducted recent trips to Jenolan and
Wombeyan. The Jonolan Trip was the first official +trip to these
caves by the society, and most of the time was spent in the Mamm—
oth system, and in becoming familiar with the arca. At Wombeyan

arty went in search of bat flies, collecting them for Pcter

ken of the South Australian Museum.

* Canberra. Trips from Canberra havc taken place to Wee Jasper
on a rccent weckend, 215 bats were banded, and TO recoveries
made — the highest recovery rate so far). The Braidwood region
has been visited too. South of Braidwood, the Cheitmore Caves
were oxplored, and another party invesiigated the Marble Arch in
the same gencral region, but without any major discovery.
* Victoria. In rccent months, almost all activity of the
Sub—-Agua 5.3. has been concentrated on the cave system numbercd
M--49 behind the Scrubby Creck rosurgence near Buchan (see notes
in the June newsletter). Immediately after the dirficult surface
resurgence had been successfully widened for the divers by the
judicious application of golignite, an altcrnative dry route into
the cave was discovercd aftcer excavation ncarby. At present the
cave along this underground river has been explorcd for soveral
hundred fect, and an ecarth-return telecphone wirc has becen laid
.to a sump, wherc progress has becen temporarily suspcnded.

Further difficulty in M-49 has been expericnced since it has
been found that scvere magnetic disturbances in the immediate
area upsect the survey being carried out. It is gcnerally felt
that this system may well prove of major significance in Buchan
hydrology.

Sub—-Aqua has also carried out further surface surveying in the
so—called "pot-holc arca' near Buchan, and another nincteen new
entrances have becen added to the 1list.

The card index of Victoria's caves, including thc numerous
lava caves in the Western District, is now almost right up to date
and work is progressing on the much-ncced master map of Buchan arca.
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0DD SPOTS IN THE CAVZ "ORLD

RAAT SBARCHING F'OR CAVES

We quote portion of a letter from Warren Peck, at present stationed
in the Territory ... "In August, I was in Katherine for three

weeks investigating a proposed airfield site. The bedrock was cav-
ernous limestone with 10 to 30 feet of soil cover. I did a reccnn-
aissance geophysical survey over the site in an attempt to esta’o‘h
whether subsurface cavities existed under the site. If they we
there, the site would be rendered unsuitable. I used the elect-
rical resistivity method (briefly described in the Chapter on Cave
Physics in BRITISH CAVING) and it gave excellent results. A number
of subsurface anomalies (which most likely are caves) were detected
and the site is regarded as unsuitable. I must surely be the only
person in the country to be employed searching for caves!!

TLECTRIC TRAIN IN AUSTRALTAN CAVE

Members of the Tasmanian Caverneering Club have been busy lately
fitting a gate to the entrance of a new tourist cave —— no less than
the extensive Croesus Cave, which lies on the banks of the Mersey
River, about two miles south of Liena, in Lake St. Clair National
Park. This cave has a total length of over 000 feet, of which
the first 4,000 will be opened to tourist acc

Because of the long distance involved in inspecting the inner rcc-—
esses of the cave, a novel plan has been proposecd. This include‘
the operation of a small electric railway to convey tourists the
first half-mile into the cave. Then boats wculd be used in an
underground river for a further 300 yards, and the final 400 yards
could be inspected on foot. It is believed that the novelty of
the train would prove a great draw for tourists, since this mode

of travel is not used in any other tourist cave in the world.

G D

CITY STORE DISPLAYS SPELEO GTQUIPLIENT

A well known department store in Sydney and Newcastle, David Jones
Ltd., presented a speleo window display at their Newcastle store
recently., Newcastle University Speleo. Society helped to organige
the display, which featured a codlection of flint tcols found in
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the Nullarbor Caves by Professor Gallus, as well asAa collection

_of maps, photographs, and items of speleo ecquipment. The display

is reported to have attracted a good deal of interest.
BAT BOMBERS

The August issue of §.5.S. "Communications'" refers briefly to an
article in the Journal of the American Medical Association recently.

'1@ article tells the story of Dr. L. S. Adams, who developed the

(S

Tdea, during the Second World War, of cquipping bats with small
thermite bombs and rcleasing them over encmy cities in daylight.
According to the theory, the bats would immediately scek buildings
as hiding places, would chew through the string holding the bomb,
and this would start fires. It was believed that the scheme
would be practicablc if millions of bats werc used, but the war
ended before the idea could be tried. ’

* * * *

VICTORIA'S CAVE RICORDING SYSTZM

(This description is taken from an "Information Folder" published
jointly by VCES and SASS. It 1s given hcre because of its wvalue
as an cxamplc of cave numboring which could be applied elsowhero.)

Cave Numbers

Known Victorian caves arc given individual numbers prefixed by a
jottor (or letters) to denote the location concerned. As a now
cave is recorded in a report by either club, a number is allocated
to it by the Cave Recorder, and then this numbor should be necatly
chisgselled at the cave entrance as soon as possible. Victorian
cave letter coding to date is as follows :-

B- ——  Buchan W - South of Warrnambool-Geclong.
M - Murrindal G - Glonelg Rivers north-west of
EB - Xast Buchan Port Fairy to S.A. Border.

ILC - Limcstonc Creek H - West of Melbourne, south of
I = TIndi Ararat, north of G and W.

Thus "IEB-9" rcfers to cave number nine in the Tast Buchan arca.
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Report Numbers

After a trip report has becn handed to the club Record Keepérg he

gives it a report number. So that a reference to certain
information in a report might be written :

(For VCES reports ) V.19 p.10

(or for SASS reports) - 5 195p 10

the V or S prefix indicating the club concerned, followed by the
report number and pagc number.

After a map has been drafted, so that it can be rep@oduced (e.g. on
tracing paper or linen), it is given a map number by the club Record
" Keeper @

lMap Numbers

(For VCIS maps) MV.10
(or for SASS maps) 13.10

where M indicates that a map (as ooposed to roport) is rceferred to.
Official or printed maps (e.g. Lands Tep%., Mines Dept., Broadbants)
arc given plain numbers with no letter prefixes.

Card Index.

Threce identical cards are made for cach recorded cave summarising
alli available informabtion on thab cave. Bach of the two Record
Keepers has a set of these cards and tho third gof is beld by the
Cave Reccorder.

As now informatic hand in Peip roports, She -Cave RCA;'S
writes up any asw alters existing ones and then informsw
the two Record X the new data. Iy thjs way =1l sets of
cards will be ate. Index cards may not be borrowed

under any Clrbuﬁ‘t

LIGHTING MISCELLANY

/ 3 . = 5 = : %
(Abstract of an article by Antony Knibs, Journal of the HMendip
Caving Group, No.2, Fob. 1960. Prepared by G. Wallis)

ng Miscellany deals in an extr umn comple
loh equinment wnich may be eﬁpl yad

-
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in underground exnloration. In some parts it suffers, for the --
Australian reader, from the excusable error that many lamp battery
types are not available:.in this country.

Sections I, II, & III 1151 the sneclflcatlons, 11“ht output and
prices of locally marketed ccuipment under the headings of: Acety-
lene Lamng, Battery Lamps and Accumulator Lampns. In Section III
much valuable information, such as Burning Timc, "Charzing Rate,
bulb types for Nife and Oldham Cells, both of which are
ilable in Australia, is listed.

Scction IV - Components for Home Construction Lamps.

(A) Power supply. — commences with a brief discussion of the merits
of Dry and Wet Cellsj—and-alse an.explanation of the term
ampere/hours. Outout figures are listed for various combinations
of dry batteries, e.g. Ever-Ready, G.2.C.; Ray-0-Vac, etc., under
varying load conditions. Graphs of Voltage against Time, in Hours
are used to illustrate such combinations as : twin cell batteries;

two pairs of Ever-Ready cells in parallel; three U2 cells in
parallel; and of special note; the use of one EVGr—Ready No.1l26
Bell Battery with a bulb of 3.5 volts; 0.3 amps for 5 hours, thcn
a 2.5 volt,; 0.3 amp bulb for the remalndur of the time. Except

in the 1atter case dlschargo was through either 3.5. volt, C,3
amn, or 4.0 volt, 0.3 amz bulbs, dependent on the battery output
of the setup being tested. :

A test to determine the minimum voltage through a bulb to illum-
te objects at a distance of 10 feet in a completely dark room,
ing a polished metal reflector behind the bulb, gave the follow-
ing results :
(i) a 3.5 volt bulb operating at 1.75 voltss
(ii) a 2.5 volt bulb operating at 1.30 Volts9 both bulbs

"being rated at 0.3 amps.

Zalium and Mallory Cells arc dealt with brieflys output figures
and optimum operating conditions arc listed.

Under the headings of Rechargable Accumulator Cells, specifications,
output data, recommendOd current drain, charging rate, applicab-
ility and prices are listed for such products as: Venner Silver-
Zinc Accumulators, DEAC Perma-Seal Aocumulatorsg and V 1tabloc

Accumulators (Cadmium-Nickel types).
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(B) Bulbs.

Data such as type, output, dimensions, cap type and prices are listed
for OSRAM Bulbs and CEAG (Mining ngpeﬁ Bulbs. 4 graph showing
the variation in Watts, Lumens and Life of Lamps with variation

in voltage is included.

Section V 3 Gcneral Notes on Lamp Gonstructiqn;

Recommendations for construction of-head-piece, cable, plugs, ’,
switches and battery boxes are dealt with thoroughlye '

- s e e h e e e e e

REQUEST FOR BAT FLIES

Pcter Aitken, the Assistant Curator of Insects at the South
Justralian Museur, and a member of the Cave Research Group, is at
present engaged in a preparatory study for a revision of the
dustralian parasitic Bat—flies of the families Nycteribiidae and
Strceblidae. The scope of such a revisicn is to a large extent
governed by the amount of materiel available for study, and so
Peter has contacted many of the spelec societies, asking for
assistance if possible in collecting the flies, He needs them -
from cave systems all over the Continent.

The flies may be removed from the live bat by means of tweezers

or a fine-toothed comb, without any ill effects for the bat. - '
The flies should be placed in 70% spirit, and forwarded to Peter,®
¢/o the South Australian Museunm, North Terrace, Adelaide. i

Iabel should be attached giving the details of locality of capture,.
date of capture, and the name of the collector. This type of
work does not require a science training, so anycne can participates

For Club Secretaries : If you are not receiving a sufficicnt

mmber of lL.S.F. Newsletter, or if you are getting more than you
need, kindly advise the Publications Officer. ees 4nd while you
are writing the note, don't forgets to include some news as welll
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