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It is unfortunate for the Australian Speleological Federation __ 
that Australia is divided into six states, an~ that the majori~ 
of speleological societies should be within one of them. Or t
perhaps the bad fortune lies in the fact that the typical Aust~ 
ralian is as jealous of' his state as the average European is 
of his countryo It brings us certain problems, for if the 
adJJinistration of A .. S ~ F. is to be efficient and \.[orkable, it 
must be centralised in one place. This fact has been borne 

.~upon us by the experi:nce bf four difficult yearsc 

Now, for the first time, the executive officers are within 
shouting distance of each other. The problem may not n01tl be 
one of executive operation, but it could be a problem of unity 
and coordinationo It \.Jill be difficult for an . executive in 
and around Sydney to understand and represent speleological 
societies from Perth to Port Noresby. Let us not try to deny 
this problem 9 it exists, and l.ie must live wi th it. 

Our groatest contribution to speleolqgy ,dll be made 1-"Then every 
society w6rks, not only for its o\,m ends, but for the bene1i t of 
other clubs tooe N.o1tl, more than ever before, the A.SoF c needs 
the support and interest of every speleological society and of 
every speleologist. Successful operation demands .£Q."'cpc:ration c 
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OUR PRESI DENT ;~KS ••• 

WH:J.T is THE EXECUTIVE UHlIG ? 

Having inherited almost £50 of unpaid accounts, some of 
\{hich date back to 1958, the first aim of the executive 
is to payoff all debts, before spending money in conn
ection "lith an 11.S.F.- Journal or the organization or" 
-A.S.F. trips. _ 1!Je plan to inprove the' Il N3"Hsletter" . -
still further and, if material is forth coming, to in-
crease the number of pages. Kelilpsey society is organ-
izing a really first-class Convention for us in December' 
1962, and it is planned to combine business proceedings, 
pr8ctical caving, speleological discussions, beach trips 
and -social activities -into Hhat promises to be a most 
memorable five days. Field trips to the more remote 
and une:A"Plored caving sy3tems in the Nac1eay valley Hill 
fo110\'1 the Convention. 

In order to be able to do all thiS, we 1"ould greatly 
appreciate your support, as vlithout the active assistance 
of Australia's speleologists, the executive can do very 
Ii ttle to fur-ther the aims of the .t'h S. F •• 

1{arren Peck. 
A. S.F. President. 

SYDNEY, KEMPSEY CHOSEN FOR A.S.F. NEETINGS. 

The next alli~ual co~nittee meeting of the Federation has been 
set do\{n for lumi versary Heekend in January, 1962, the place 
of meeting to be Sydney, where most of the present executive 
officers are located. The Biennial Conference in December 
of 1962 is expected to convene at Kempsey (North Coast, N.S.W.~ 
where the local speleological society will play host. 

• 
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ITEMS OF IN'fEREST FRDN THE A. S. F. CANBERRA CO NFERENCE 

Canberra S. S. ",;as host for the 3rd. Biennial Conferei.1Ce of A. S.F. 
held Decenlber 1960 at tho Y.i-'I .C.A. caIi1p at the junction of the 
Hurrurubidgee and Holonglo rivers, a few miles fron Canberl"a. Eight 
societies '·lere represented directly by members, and five more by 
proxy. The fo~}oHing i ter.1s 'Hero among those discussed. 

of. menber - cieties. 

At the COlJ1n i t t ee ueeting~ three new societies 1,.{e ~'e a ccepted for 
A. S. F. menbership, tl:1O of then subj ect to- -couple-tionof sarlle 
constitutional requirenents. The societie s 'Ylhich l.-Je 1,velcone 
into the Federation are -- Port JYIoresby Speleological Society, 
the Sub-i~qua Speleologicttl Society (Victoria J, and the Brisbane 
Cave Group. This brings to seventeen the nunber of member 
societies in the A.S.F., and gives us representative societies 
in every Australian state j as well as the A.C.T., Northern Terri
tory, and New Guinea. 

Suggestions for National Parks wanted. 

The Australian Academy of Science has appointed a Cor,lni t t ee on 
Na tional Parks and Reserves, l".ri th a Convenor of the COli1T!li ttee in 
each state. This Cort1j.lli ttee urgently requires suggestions for 
suitable national parks, and inforLiation about them. The lL S.F • 
• erence agreed that any cave areas selected should be those 
~ thy of -preservation on the grounds of natural beauty, scientific 
interest, or tourist potential. Societies having suggestions or 
information are asked to coruJunicate with their own state Convenor 
of the C~llinittee. 

Responsibility of A.S.F. Office-bearers. 

In the past, A.S.F. affairs have sonetines suffered because an 
office-bearer found that he '>JaS unable to carry out his duties 
satisfactorily. In the future, this problen should not ' eJtist, 
since an A.S.F. resolution now holds an office-bearer'ssociety 
responsible for the satisfactory carrying out of his duties. 
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Northern Territory expedition in 1962 ?? 

The ,speleologi8al society centred at Katherine in the 'No'rth
orn Territory has i nvit. ed the j· •• S.F. to conduct an ex:pecii tion 
i nto the cD.ving gr ounds SOLle t iDe during the eGoIs T pc: rts 
of the year. The A.S.F. executive has been instructed to 
consider the or[;flnizCJ t -i on of such a n expedition sot':0 t i r.1e 
during 1962. Ke op it in Dind , a nd 1-latch for deta ils ct 
a later dote . ' 4If' 
Conv§.lor,s..~ of sta nding cODni ttees. 

One ;~ .S.F. CODl.litt c: e - tha t on Cave Ethics - has nOll been 
teri.-.1j_natcd!) , l{ith 8 fini shed task. Tho nc:w Codo of 
Courtesy and Ethic i:3 is the product of thi s COLc_~ittee , and 
is published elsevJhere in this HOl·,rs letter. 

The f ollo'\,·ling persons continue to a ct a s convenors for the 
CO[;lDi tteos listed h e.re ~ -

Alan Hill (President, CEGSA) - Gonstitutionfll Cotlc ittee 

Bob Sext on ( CEGS;l ) Ca VB Survey 

Des Lyons (Ta slilania C. G.) Cave Safety 

Do ve Purchas e (C& nb8rrc: S. S.) -

Tom Landecker (S. U. s. s .) 

~, S.F.finaDces flnd budget . 

D.J. t s 

Coordination of H.S.ll • 
Ge ving Activities. 

~-.. t the Conference, a budget lvlC\S accepted for the :yrear 1961, 
based e n fl capitation fee of -.]/- P011' society nerclbcr, and 
this f e e i nc ludes the ~'JG'I,lSlett811 subscription of 1/3. 
Societies are being requested to forward their f ees to the 
J.~ .S. F . Treasuror, BG~'{ 198, Br09di,lay, Sydney, at their first 
convenience. ,These fees will covor the years 1959, ~960, 
and 1961. The Treasurer lull advise clubs of any deficit 
or credi ~, _ :i~L con l1~ction with the 1958 en ergency ,levy. 

• 
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I HTRODUCI NG THE ,A.S.F. EXECUTIVE 

WARREN PECK, A.S.F. President and -retiring President of 
S.U.S.S., has a hold in both earth and sky, as he is a 
geologist with the Depart:uent of [1fr. 1farren anticipates 
being able to enjoy caving with most Australian societies 
during the neA~ few years a s he travels to and from the 
various R1~~ Construction Sites around the Continent. In 
the past six years, he hos organised many sU'ccessful trips 
to the caving a reas within 150 miles of Sydney . 

TED LAlffi , A.S. F e Secreta r..l:; specializes ' in 'collecting Sec-
retaryships. Ted is secretary of 8.8.S., and recently 
resigned froLl his position a s a Sydney newspaper editor to 
become Press Secretary to 8'enator Spooner, \-lho is Hinister 
for National Developnent and Government Sena te Loader. 
Hhile truvelling fron state to state, Ted. hopes t o rJ.eet 
nany. of Australia's speleologists and further his knowledge 
of ;;i,ustralian cuve systems. Ted will be r enenbered by nany 
as ha ving ,led the 8.S.S. exploration tean tha t discovered 
the vast Olympian system at vJombeyan, 'tihich includes one 
nagnificent cavern 198 ft. by 194 ft • . by 198 ft. high. 

ROLY PAINE, J.P., is A.S.F. Treasurer and President of 
. Newcastle T.U.C.S.S. In View of the thirty or nore ex-
pedi tions he organises every year, Roly LIUSt be one of 
L.ustralia's nost active speleologists, and so needs little 
introduction, as he ha s already n et lllany of youo Few 
caving areas have escaped Roly t s systeillatic eX8Elination, and 
he plans to visit these in the nea r future. 

KEITH CLOUTEN, A.S.F. Publications Off icer and ne'vly elected 
President of C.S. A., has recently come hone to Cooranbong 
(N.S. lI.) to accept the position of Librarian at the Jl~St
ralasian fvlissionary College. . Having been for s0111.e tiLl.e . an 
archivist at the Mitchell Library in Sydney, Keith has 
acquired an interest in the historical aspects of ·speleology. 
Keith enj oys ca ve survey 'vork in his spa re time. 
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GRAHAN I~ALLIS, as well as ·li..S.F. Librarian, is Vice-President 
a nd 2. f oundat i on Elember of t he University of N.S. W. 
Spel eol ogi ca l Soci ety. Grahara i s a . geologi s t v.ri t h 
t h e Geologi cal Sur 'vey branch of the r.iine s Depar tment. 
Recent ly he t ook a promi nent pa rt in t h e U. N.S. H.S.S. 
discovery and des cent of t he great 400 ft. shaft syst eLl 
in B31 a t Bungonia . 

A WORD FRON THE A S F LIBRARIAN 

The principal t ask of the Librarian .. ..Jill be t h e compila t ion 
of t .. .J'o ca talogues ~ t h e first a Publication Ca talogue, the 
s econd an Ar:bicle Ca talogue. Both of thes e 1.-Jill b e 
divided i nt o tHo sections~ Olle dealing with t h e A. S . F . 
LibraTY .? alld the ot her "lith t he literature held in the 
va riou s society libr ari es. 

Any person in posses s ion of any publication belonging to 
the A.S. F . Libra ry is requested to forward the san e to t he 
Libr a rian at the fl .• S. F . address in . Sydn8y f or ca taloguing. 
It is intended to lilaint a in a bstracts of selected articles 
and publish t he.L f roD t ime to t ine i n this Nevmlet ter . 

•• 

Chris Court, of s. n.s. s., has ki ndl y off ered to suppl y • 
abstra cts of a r t icles published in forei gn languages. 

Only three returns have been received i n response to a 
request by t he previous Librarian after the 1960 COm.i.ili ttee 
IVleeting, this request .being that Nember. societies provide 
A.S.F. "nth a copy of their ca talogues· of the itel~S held 
in their: respective Libraries. The three received have 
come· from the Australian National University Library, 
Sydney Speleo. Soci e ty', and the Sydney Uni versi ty Speleo. 
Society . 
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It is necessary to impress t\-lO things on lilel~1bers with respect 
to the Library. One, it cannot , function efficiently if the 
basic material is not supplied to the Librarian; and two, it 
is a waste of time and Lloney if nerilbers do not avail themselves 
of the facilities of the Library. It is hoped that when the 
initial library list is published i ~ 1"fill be put to use, and 
still greater use as Dore- articles are added to the Library. '. Grahan Hallis. 

Librarian. 

il .S.F. PUBLICATION FOR SF.LE. 

Sone time ago~ the i~ .S. F . produced a brochure entitled nCaving in 
[iustralia " ~ chiefly for distribution at a world speleological 
convention in Italy. Quite a number of copies reL1ain~ and 
these are :fiar sale to anyone at 6el. per copy. Copies [;lay be 
obtained by \\rriting to the Secretary at the A.S. F. address.' 

11 . S. F . BUDGET 1961. 

In spite of a considerable deficit in 1960~ the A.S.F. has 
-JAbudgeted to pernit a reasonably progressive year for all of its 
~orking parts. The Budget as accepted at the A.S.F. Conference 

is as follows ~ -

Deficit 1956 - 1960 £20 5 9 
NeltlSletter 30 0 0 
Stationery ~' General 5 0 0 
Postage & general 7 0 0 
LIbrary 6 C 0 

£68 5 9 

In practice, _this '\.forks out to a capitation fee of 3/- per head 
for members of federated societies. 
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CODE OF ETHICS AdD COURTESY 

1. HeDbers of A.S.F. societies will, in reporting their wori, 
avoid and discourage sen2at i oIlalisEl, exaggeration and 
unwarrant ed sta te!~leht.s. 

2. They \,Jill trea t guides a nd other officials of tourist 
ca ves courteous~y a nd r espect fully. 

3.1 They Hill carefully observe the es t abli sh ed rules of . ' 
good cal'aping conduct. 

3.2 They will be careful to bury all carbide and rubbish. 

4.1 They 'Vlill ha ve s pe cifi c or t a cit approval f ron the 
owner or guardia n before entering private property . 
or coves reserves. 

4.2 They 'Hill folloH norf,13 1 loce l practices rega r ding 
gates on properties or reservos~ 

4 .• 3 They lnll not , except inca ses of energorrcy , pre sume 
on t he good\.Jill of o\,Tl1.er s in dry area s for supplies of 
vla t er. Pr i or arrangen ents [:lus t be made. 

4 .• 4 They wi·11 take core to a voi d interfer ence with stock 
or creps. 

L .... 5 They will, where a cave entrance has been blocked by 

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

5.4 

the O\,mer to pr event injury to livestock, either reblock 
the entrsnce aft er use or construct a subs t antia l and 
perr1anent fe nce a r ound it. 

Th~y vIllI not leave rubbish in caves. Spent ca rbide, . ' 
fiash bulbs, \ITa ppings and other refuse I:1USt be brought 
out of the cave. 
They will not disfigure caves by any unnecessary 
narkings. 
They \ull take care to avoid disfiguration or destruction 
of cave decoration (fornation). 
They \n.ll not under any circumstances leave faeces in 
caves. They will prepare themselves beforehand or, 
when underground, r!lake provision for the removal of 
faeces. 

6~' Th~y .will,. when vi$i ting an area frequently visited .by. a~ . 
other club, do all in their power to cooperate with the club. 
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3rd. Biennial Conference of [~.S.F. 

- OPENIHG ADDRESS 

(This address 1-laS given at Canberra on Dec.29th. 1960 by lYigr. 
Favier. SOl:le sections of the address have hCJ d to be Ol-:1i tted). 

I have been genuinely honoured by the request of your Canb~rra 
Convenor, Dave Purchase, to ~fficially open the third Biemlial 
tlafe:ence o~ th~ A.S.F., and the first gathering of the Federal 
~y 1n the A.G.l.. . 

I congratulate you upon your initiative (1) in establishing the 
Federation and (2) in holding these Conferences in the face of a 
good deal of pessihlistic apathy or even opposition frOD those yet 
to be converted to the benefits of federalisn. The Federation 
and the Conventions both derive froD the quality and quantity of 
the nerJlbership of constituent bodies , and their continued success 
will be based on the spirit of true conradeship and joint enter
prise which prevails aIllongst nost cavers. 

Though Speleomogy is an 'ology' and is sonetimes defined as the 
scientific study of caves, I venture to say that Speleo10gy - for 
the average speleo - cannot be called a Science. It certainly 
does extend the frontiers of knowledge, it touches on l~lany branches 
of science, and some few speleos are in the gane for scientific 
reasons, but the majority take to it mainly because it is an 

,~enture, because it is their sport, their recreation, their hobby. 
"efore, let us not get too ponpous or pontifical about it - let 
us have Conventions and papers, but let us not expect that all 
our Bods are going to turn into Boffins. Certainly, too, Speleology 
though not a Religion, can lead a thi~kirig person to Religion by 
the speleo's reverence for these beautiful and unusual works of 
God's Creation so unexpected within the very bowels of the earth -
the shawls, the stalactites, the helecti tes, the l~lassi ve and 
nicros.copic beauty of li1!lestone caves, formed over geological aeons 
in the evolutionary cycle, by the operation and interaction of the 
Creator's laws of nature. 

. ~ 

Therefore since -"- as-_J; ~ claim - ca-ving is neither a Religion nor a 
Scien.ce, . but. rathe.r .a . , sport-~ ... le.t .,us , he:ware _of ... exa_gg~rated., c~ailJ.s 

for caving - clains that cannot be substantiated. 
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Certainly caving is not an appealing sport to the vast multi-
tude of men. To them there seem to be many more appealing 
\..rays of spending their leisure than in ca ving. To them it 
\.;0111d seem much 'more sensible and pleasant to feel the gentle 
glow of King Solon your back in the brilliant sunshine at 
Bondi than to feel, in the pitch darkness, the bite on your 
back of the stalactites as you ~ITiggle - or shall 'we say, 
reptate - thxough a squeeze, wondering as you get more and 
-more stuck whether you t 11 lose OY1~y your ears or also your . :: 
head if you're pulled out backwards; or whether, if you go 
for\'Jard into the unkno1,·m the feul air that J s uaking your head 
boom i s going to give you the K.O. before the sweat around 
your eyes blinds you or the "later rising around your I;louth 
droHns you. If you ar c a confirmed speleo, it's into all 
t his that you '11 go for\-mrd - not i n present enjoYrJ.ent? that 
\nll cone in r etrospect. 

-And so \.Jhat is the honest ansvler to the quostion? 'Lowny do you 
do all this? The simplest and most honest anSHer is - f'Because 
we like it. II Few sports offer their devotees a wider range 
of disagreeable monents than does caving. CeTtainly, there 
is ·-the aesthetic value of the views in the new cave, but there 
is also the very definite ascetic value of the descent, involv- , .. 
ing as it does risk, uncertainty, sacrifice, discomfort, hard 
rations , Qnd dogged perseverance. 

Hov18ver, 've speleos .feel that to claLlber for a day or so over 
virgin subterranean gullies, and down their waterfalls, to 
dive through syphons or to traverse chasns is an addition to 
our personality and an exercise of individuality - 8 personal 
achievin.ent vThich involves preferring the happiness of 8ffort 
to the plea-sure of remaining cODfortably in ·therut. 

AgClin, attend to science if that be yoU!' bent, collect your 
specimens, classify your rock formations, plan your trips, 
study your maps, announce your route, follow the safety code 
but go also and always to enjoy yourself. Go like a child 
into a region of wonderful things. Be attuned to the harmonies 
of Creation. Then will your precious sense of \-londer never 
be blunted - then will you hear the music of the -depths,_ and .... 
the thrilling voice of new and lonely places. 

• 

'1' 
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BAT BANDING IN AUSTR1~iA 

(Sun@ary of a paper read by D. Purchase at 'the 3rd. Biennial 
Conference of the l~.S.F. at Canberra). 

Hr. Purchase introduced his subject with a brief world history 
of bat-banding, from its early days in 1916 until the present 
time. In Australia, bat-banding did not begin ulltil l~ugust 
4th. 1957, when Dr. G. M.- Dunnet of the C.S.I.R.O. \I}'ildlife 

urvey Section in Canberra, banded the first bats. Shortly 
after\vards he left Australi a. Mro Purchase, also of the Wild
life SlITVey Section, began banding operations on March 2nd. 
1959, in conjmlCtion \vi th the Canberra Speleological Society,", 

In July 1960, o\.n.ng to increasing interest being sho\tJIl in this 
work in Australia, the Australian Bird-Banding Scheme (which is 
operated by the Wildlife Survey Section) decided to place bat
banding on a similar footing to bird-banding, and enrol banders 
for this specific purpose. By the' end of 1960, six banders 
had already been enrolled. 

Standard bird-bands are at present being used in this project, 
until supplies of bat-bands can be obtained. These bands are 
being placed over the forearm of the bat and closed just enough 
to encompass the forearm without piercing the wing metlbrane. 

other methods of marking bats which had been, and are being used 
'~n other parts of the world were explained. Demonstrations were 

given of the various procedures and equipment used for the 
capture of bats. 

Results obtained from ba t-banding ,vi thin Australia to date have 
given much information on distribution, migration and dispersal, 
local movements, and general insight into the scology and biology 
of .some Australian species. Knowledge is also being accumulated 
on the subjects of lengevity and horr~ng ability. 

Concluding his paper, Mr. Purchase discussed the future develop
ment of Australian bat-banding. 
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AROUND THE ·SOCIETIES ••• 

What has your society been doing during the past three months ? 
In most cases, I have no ideaJ Only very little material in 
the form of club circulars, newsletters, etc. has come the way 
of the Publications Officer, a nd most of this is from NoS. ~'J. 
societies. To be repl"esentative , this section of the "News-
lettertr should contain some news of activities from every . 
society around Australia. Please add the Publications Officer 
to your mailing list for circulars and publications. If your 

. sqciety does not publish nevIS of its activities, please assist 
; ~ hy v.rri ting a note at least once each quarter, so that all other 

.. : ? Au.st:ralian speleologists can read about your club t s acti vi ties. 
',., If your society has a Publicity Officer, he may be the best 
, & , person to entrust with this responsibili tyo 

Ih Sydney, the two university societies have probably been 
q.1fies cent during the va ca tion period, and the only ne"'IS COllie s 

from the Sydney Speleo. Society, 1.J'hich ~as held a number of 
successful trips, incl~ding an exploratory trip to examine 
some limestone country near the head of the Hollande,Ts Hi ver, 
a few iniles south-vlest of J enola n. According to tlCommuni ca tions n 
som~ shallow caves were investig9ted. 

Newcast le society has also been active, and its' President, Rbly 
Paine, has been the leader of a large expedition to the Null-
arbor during Christmas ,and Ne,-,[ Year. . Some interesting 
anthropological finds have been reportedQ 4IJ 
Canberra S.S. is continuing to investigate outcrops of limestone 
in the upper Goodradigbee River valley. ' Edith Smith and other 
members 1>lere joined at 1~ee Jasper Caves by some speleos from 
Cooranbong Speleological Association, on the January anniversary 
weekend. 

Further afield, members of Tasmanian C~C. have discovered and are 
surveying an extensive cave at New River ;Lagoon in the rugged 
south-west, according to the Hobart, lIl\1ercuryl1 of Jan. 5th. , 1961. 
Acces? to the area has been achieved by the use of a floatplane 
belonging ' to one 'of the club members. ' 


