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,’“h rd National Confcrcnce - Canberra, A.C.T. & 0
Although many deta?’s remain to be finalized, the =

programme of our coming conference is certainly going % o

be 73110 b"st yoW It is still uncer uln how many pcople *J:Lllo
bo_adiand ne. © st omes of the Western Australian O
Croup will be makk ;.ng the ieng Jjouraney, covering over 4,000 %
miles, to be pressnt. e

Oiides and Jilms to bz shown will take delogates

’

into virtually every caving arca of Australs .. ,Papc,Ls to

be rcad in,,ud\, orc by Lex Bastiorn oa the origin and dev-
ulopncn’t of. caves in Wegtern Australia and tws papers fronm
the now Now L‘v. ,ln Tor.z-‘ O
rology rempective
’ Our fozner 7 wh,
ha‘v\, ﬂluuj’ interesting

*

sy Society en the history and hyd.:
their caving arcag about Katherine,
Jommings, -as always, will no doubt

c - - ~ oy e o =) =
8- bo say> avboyt his investigations

Li_ff Cllicy will draw on expolre
gy, PBast Africa, and the Congo.

J
()5
€1

over the .ldgt two yoeax
Llenoe .r_n the Treitish Isl

A 'cocond edition® of the programme and agenda is
boing proparcd for distributieon to soecieties in the very
near Ifubure.

Wihat is your society contributing ? - Slides or films ?

A papor for discussion
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Has this Newsletter a Futurc:- This is the tenth Issue of
the Newsletter of AsSeF. so at le=st it has had a past. The
first six issues over three years were mercly newsheets
keeping everyone in touch with A.S.F.buiness, and with
speleological research that was being conducted in Australia.
T his is the fourth issuc which has been produced in a more
newsletter form, and which has attempted to cover the whole
gamit of speleological activity in Australia. The attempt in
part has been successful. Overseas speleological bodies and '
scientific institutions within Australiz have shown interest ;
in receiving this newsletter. It has certainly caused an .
increase in the number of publications we receive from over-
seas socicties. However member :ocieties of A.S.Fo secm to
want more; more society news; more comprehensive resumee of
A .S.Fo business; more reviews of the lastest developments
of speleological research overseas as well as in Australiaec
Only by the efforts of these member societies can we publish
nore. Firstly we have to have the material to publish, and
secondly we'll need a lot more financeo
Finance is the major question. A largcr newslcbter
could be published quarterly (or even more frequently) if
the labour involved in production and distribution was re-
moved from three pairs of shoulders. Ia other words everyone
would be happy if I could hand the copy to a commercial
concern f . production and distribution, and A.S.F.focted
t. > bill. !"ny socieities produce newsletters - good ones
at that -~ and all by voluntary labour. But I doubt if any
of them have a distibution of 550. Also I note “hat their -
publication dates are as crratic as mineo ‘ v
Many people feel that this newsletter in playing ]
an imp tant part, and certainly has a future. But the future
depends on zmber societies for more financial support, as
well as morc contributions for publications.
Registration of Ncwsletter for transmission by post as a
Periodical :~ Enquiries have been made. It would mean con-
siderable savings in postage. The present form of this news-
letter is acceptable for registration as a periodical. However
before registration can be approved amendments have to be
made to the A.S.F. constitution.Also a complete list of all
AJScFomembers who receive the Newsletter has to be submitted
to the PM.G. These matters will be discussed at C. heorrac
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A.S.Fo Mnmual Journ:t 7 Sel -S<Se has recently circulated.
"2 noticc of motioR to ‘alter:A.S.F. Constitution. Elery
Hamilton-Smith, AcS.F, President, has already commented on
them in a circular to all member =ocicties. Only one con-
cerns publications, so I would like to add some further
comments on the proposed # endment 2 which states that:-
(a) The Publications Officor. chall be cditor of the A.ScFa.
journal. ,
(b) A 31 Members and affiliated Societies are entitled to
snbmit reporbs, maps, and artidles for publication.
' ) The journal chall be published by October ¢f each yearo .
, (d) The price of the journal C‘h':tj__._ be included in the nmember-
ship rubw;__ntlc% :
Bvidently S-U.S.8. members are amongst the ma y peorle who
ol that -en Auctralian Journal of EL‘PGJ_GO_‘_ng .L"‘ a necessary
corbibution by A:S<F., z:d that ihe time is now ripe for
it?e birth. But there are 'd ffisuities which rast be ironed
out, €ise inis .4101L1ous soiieme will be thwarlcd, and a lot
of woric and worry wiil fa i on people whoce t.me would be
better absorbed in Tuliiiling their rrofessional cargerse
Wnat I have =aid su the future of this Tew.:l'e’o‘ber
applies. rc—,fmr“‘ing the panilcaticn ¢f a Journal. Finance is
even more a prchblom sz everyone would like to see the Journal
well produced. Doing it ocursslves 1o ouh of the question.
Materizi wonld bo- avaitall e, tab it chould be in the form of
Speleciogicdl mapers. Ans ,nﬂr suggesticn has beech mads that
A:S.F¢ produce Slzoncional Faperst when gl u‘.ﬂ e-matereal iz
e gvailable, rather then a regular Journale. This wouid eliminate
"‘nasing peuple fow contxibutionsz, vhic’l even &t prescnb is a
wiime consaming task fer the Publisations Officer:
i 1f this S ~'LU SeS. amzndmond is passed, theré must be
a ciozor co-operabion ‘batween Socistlies and the Puklications
Officcr;, who-cver he may be. If this iz not -_U.aran‘tncm tHe
whole schemc will fail. Yot the Journal is essential for
. Progresse : ‘
Membership of AS.F, :- Incther of the S.U.S.S: anendments
is that A.S.F. mambership be open to individuals.as :7il as
societies, as is membership of N.S.S. of U.S.A. Thus full
- menbership of A.S.Fo will be open to any financial mecmber of
an affiliabted Socieby. Associate membership will be open to
anyone who resides more tnan 50 mJ es from the 'neqrest APTil-
iated Societys .
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A.SeFa Finance:- At present the finance is very cumbcrsomcs
Simplications are a must. The suggestion is that a direct
subscription be levied from each member through Affiliated

Societies. This Annual Membership subscription will be fimed
every twoc yearse

Activitics of Member Societicse=

Newcastle Technical and University Spelcological Society:-

It appears that this society has been very active during the
year, but unfortunately their newsletters have not been .
reachlng me through no fault on their part. The Timor areca

is one of their stamping grounds. (Timor (Isis Caves) are
located in the most northerly scction of the Hunter Valley

some miles off the Newcastle NeS.We, whcre the Isis Lime-

stone forms a broad mticline.) As is most areas there was

a lost cave. T his one complete with underground river.

Well the Newcastle Society finally located it -~ underground
river - rimpools and all. They report cave shrimps and cave
snails from the Wollombi Caves and a new cave - the Wollombah
Cave. There note that the Wollombi Caves (Gloucester arca)

are to be unindated by 10 million galTon dam. They have also
been active at Jenolan and seem to be finding more "Lost caves"
or rather extensions in the Jubilec and Temple of Baal.
Trickett!s Arch-Tuglow area is also receiving their attcntion.
Newcastle also seems to have made some notable scientific
discoveries. Bat guano samples from Timor were sent to the
South Austrelian Musecum and were found to contain mites of

new species, and more samples have been reoquested. Some of ¥
their members have been investigating bone breccias in vari
systems, and have built up interesting collections. ;

T he Newcastle Society seem to be working in close
co-operation with S.U.S.S. and the Kempsey Society, thus
achieving many mutual benefits. Another interesting project
is a "school! for senior 3touts who wish to qualify for their
Climbers' Badge. CeE.G+S.A. conducted a similar project sev-
eral years back. Here is a good idea for a lot of societies.

evon v University of N.S.We. Speleological Society:-.Lately they have
been concentrating on Bungonia, where they claim a new system,
though they admit probably it has been entered before but the
squecze that leads into the main part of the system had not
been penctrated. Three pitches ( Lj2ft., 90ft., & 60ft.)

R R
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on the other side of the squecze, lcad to a fissure, then
down a stecp slopc and finally a mud block, where they
think the systom ends some 350ft below the surface. This
cave is numbered B.31.

Tuslow Arcag~ i
Tuzlow Areas As Newcastle Socicty, Coorangbong has been

worizing in the Trickett's Arch areca -~ Tuglow. It is a

livtle confusing as cach society claims to be first into

ccrtain systems. Unfortunately this kind of thing always
- happens when tow societies opercatc in the one arca. The
piroblem can't be avoided so we must live with it. Similar
'incidents' have occurred before in N.S5.W. (e.z.Bungonia)
and ore common overseas (ce.g. liendip). On top of it all I
set involved because I publish unintentionally the wrong
thing.

The important thing is that work is being carried

out in this mountainous area, to which access is difficult
unlcss LandRovcrs are av"llablc. ”hc GGOlOglGul atructurc

Loy °au11 nolcs have buen 1nv03t1bu ud and much dlgglnb
has been done and is to be dones The Uni. of II,S.W.Socicty
has also done considcrable exploration and mapping in this
cc commencing their interests in 1953. Then of course
U«S5sSe memb.rs have been toting their gear into the arca
ince the late 40's. All because Trickett detailed the arca.
Sydney Speloological Socicty & Orange Spelceological Socicty

Colong Caves (west of 3ydney) are still accessible to the
~,* cover despite the fact that the Warragamba Dam has cut off
the old route. S.S.S. went there rccently, travelling via
the Wombeyan Road, thence by fire track and stick route to
the gate into Gardnor s and Lang's property. From the gate

it is a two mile walk to the caves. Pecrmission to enter
the property must be obtained, and sct dingo traps are
scottered over the property.

SeS.S.and Orange held a combincd trip to the
Clicfton Caves wherc a new extension was found containing
“spelian-decoration rivalling thosc of the Chevalier Cave
at Jcnolan. Unfortunately it was difficult to prevent the
rod mud from the floor being splattcred over the decoration,
So if you have the good fortunc to cnter this new extonsion,
please make every effort to confine muddying to as small an
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area a possible. Walli was also visited, and aunother trip
is planned in order to descend the Stove Pipe - a deep
ladder pitch with a difficult start.

Lcnnd_y Speleological Society:+ Reports morc bat banding
in Carrai Cave, and Peter Dywer made a flight north to
Ashford Caves hzve boca mined for guano. Speleclogical
prospects are not good but the batting isd ¥t is of
intorest to note that Dr.GeAllen, an Amcrwcwn Zoologist
visited the bat caves in the Kempoey Dlguni‘c,vmeatlo;*“;

= -

them in his book on bats publishcd in 1939. Tungi collecti
4 <

_,\q

as been investigated a’ Yescalah.: Cther societi 3o
showing intercst in the caves of the Kompsey arca, and tis
Kempscy Society reperts visits from S.5.8:, S.U.8,S804
Hewcestle, Courangbong and Drisbane. In the October issuc

> of the caves

of their Newsletter "Trog" they give a rosunc:
of the arca. To name a fow, rrabah, & Sebastapol
0 rcs seem to offer good potential O oIk, Thc
nountainous terrain and the northern

ofifcr the diffigiittics i

V1c+cr71ﬂ Cave an7orﬂt¢ow Sccietvi— As the Puchan -
Turrindel avea has t.e best ca ing petential in Victoria

most Irips wend thah—a aye Followi uhsese uulu]
cxcavations at the tottem of M29 {;v““?iﬂi“?
were suapcnded - a passage 124 long has baen clcalﬁd ¢+

. ~ :
TAZIN - 10T

a 1ittl owgr 10CTt below thﬂ "Hrfacc, In bac
howover3 a 30ft diamctery ]2 t doep shafi
'ﬁigated..Tnlq is the third f

c,c;os‘. Investigations in the hills avound Murrs
Scrubby Creck resulted
shalts, the decpest of which
Sub~Agua Spelzological Scciely of Vi
diving lately but a lot of surface investhi igati ]
ping arvound thke SLZLDbV Creek resurgence, Murrindal. A
cclculation of the amount of tufa at thie resurgence suggests
that an awful Zot of CaCO3 has . been carried in soluticn by
the creek. Tm.w could mcan that there is a nig %y systen
ehind the.rcsurgence. The tlght entrance fissurecs add 1o
the difficulties for the cave diver. AnObnGT d1x~ will be
Luemptﬂd before Chricimas. =
1hern Territocry Speleological Soclﬁtytu Bob- U:ﬁn, their
rotary, has recently visited Sydnsy, Canberra, HMelbourne,

RS

U'J"_:j f.) :'
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and Adclaide. Those cavers who met him and saw his slides
will be well aware of what the disscected limestone plateau
in the Katherine area has to offer, Also they will apprec-
iate the difficulties of penetrating these long systems
where both the humidity and temperatures are high. They
have penstrated one system for 2§ miles and it still gocs
but they couldn't keep up the water for their own system -
weter has to be staged. Undcrground streams are in plenty.

* hoen Bob described them in llelbourne, onc cave diver sat

4 the floor drooling ¢

» Jucenslands—~ Three societies; The Brisbane Cave Group, the
Brisbane Speleologlcal Soclety,; and the University of
Queensland, and the only thing they lack are caves close
to Brisbane. Whether or not they combine into one society
is a leading question, but at least they are all in close
co=operation.

Much caving will be done in the next few months.

In the next issue we will hear the romilts
so why worry about discussing plans. All that is to be
gaid is the "Best of Luck to you &7 d

Rocenyt Australian Literatures-—

o Though not direcctly concerni~g speleology attention
should be drawn to the recent publication by the Geological
Socicty of Australiag -- namely; -~ The Geology of Queensland,
Journg Geol. Soc. Aust., Vol 7.

« This volume by many contributorrs covers all recent know—
7 ge of the geology of Quecensland. It is a standard ref.
nce for anyone intending to cave in that state, though
* no doubt the Brisbanc cavers have alrecady devoured it.
Mention is made of the geology of such caving areas as
Oamooweals Chillagoes Georgina-Bullia area (Cottonbush Ck.
Digby Poaﬂs)g Texas areca ( Ashford, Mingoola, Glenlyon ) ;
Rockhampton arca ( Mt.Etna, Marmor ); and Warwick ( Coment
¥ills). On page 403, J.T.Woods summarizes fossiliferous
cave deposits. Suggest you borrow it from a library as. the
cost is £5. An excellent geological map is also included.
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The Geological Society of Australia have already
published the Geology of Western Australia (1956 volume
4.pte 2 ) and the Geology of South Australia (1957 volume

5. The 2:)s

Mulvaneys, DeJey, 1959 — Archaeological Excavations
at Fromm's ILanding on the Lower Murray River, South
Australia, Royal Society Victoria, Vol.72, pt.2, Ppe 5385
Although this cxcavation was carricd out in a rock shelter .
rather than a true cave, thais paper outlines the cxaot ' )
and precise methods which must be used if a clcar picturc™ g
of human pre-history is to be obtaincd. The radio-carbon >
14 date o moterial from levels 8 ~ 10 (numbered from
the surfaco ; 11 laycrs are classified) was 4850 - 100
yoars. These levles werc of the Pirrian Cilture ( the
pirri is a stonc instrumcnt diagnostic of a culturec and
thus of a dcfinite stratigraphic range).The radio carbon
14 age of the Pirrian at Fromm's Landing is consistont
with tho agc ¢f 4250 ~ 180%ycare- for-the Pireian. in
Tindale’s dig at Devon Downs, also on the Murray. A
culture-(leiwl 11) was cstablished below the Pirrian
where exircmely simple artifacts werc found.

C
S

o
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Wakefield, Nbrman, 1960 - Recnet Mammal Bones
in the Buchan District, Victorian Naturalist, Vol.77 (6)
(October ;i960). DD h o D This i & report
of the work of the Faunal Survey Group of the FiNaCe of
Vic.,; on the bone decposits in cortain caves in tha Pyr:nids{,
Murindal, and East Buchan. These bones were ‘recent'
remains of marsupials and rodunts on cave ficors and
vere not in bone br0001 The Dyr@mla Javes were appar--
ently lairs of the | ubt=rn Native Cat (Dasyurus guoll)
which was wiped out from S.H.Aust. by an opiaoml' at
the turn of this contury. Few rabbit bones werc rccorded.
Owls contributed to the bone accumulation in some cavess

r
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Sec You At Canberra {
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